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Police Board full of new faces

With the appointment of two addi-
tional commissioners in May, the Kan-
sas City Board of Police Commissioners
is now full of fresh faces.

Lisa Pelofsky and Angela Wasson-
Hunt were sworn into the board on May
19. They replaced Karl Zobrist and
Mark Thompson, whose terms had ex-
pired. Other than the Mayor, the longest
-tenured person on the board is now
Board President Patrick Mclnerney, who
took the oath of commissioner in March
2009. Vice President Alvin Brooks has
been serving just a few months.

While Wasson-Hunt may be starting a
new term on the board, she has experi-
ence. She was previously on the BOPC
from 2003 to 2006.

“My previous board experience has
taught me the value of consensus building, that irre-
spective of tenure or title, all board members are
equal,” she said.

Wasson-Hunt is a founding member of the Police
Foundation of Kansas City, and she’s a trustee for the
Kansas City Police Employees Retirement System.

Angela Wasson-Hunt, left, and Lisa Pelofsky, were sworn into
the Board of Police Commissioners on May 19. The longest-
tenured person now on the Board has served 14 months.

She is senior vice president for commercial lending at
Lawson Bank.

“I have been a resident of Kansas City for 29
years,” Wasson-Hunt said. “I have lived Downtown,
in Midtown and North of the River. I appreciate that

Continued on p. 3

MBA now available at Academy

Department members will soon be able
to earn a master’s degree without setting
foot outside of KCPD property.

The department has teamed with
Benedictine College to offer an Ex-
ecutive Master of Business Admini-
stration (EMBA) program at the Kan-
sas City Regional Police Academy.
The accelerated course is designed to
be completed in one year and will start
in August 2010.

“This is part of the Chief’s vision for regional
training and the ability to advance career paths
for our employees and the region,” said Captain
Daniel Gates, Enterprise Services commander.

After KCPD employees get first run at the
program, Captain Gates said
it could be opened up to
members of other area police
departments in the future.
Tuition for the program will
be $24,750, and department

members are eligible for a 75 percent tuition
reimbursement. A maximum of four com-
petitive scholarships also will be
awarded. Captain Gates said the ideal
number of students in the first year of
the course would be 20 to 30. They
would be subject to the same applica-
tion requirements as any other Benedic-
tine College student.

All courses will take place at the Police
Academy and will be taught by Benedictine
instructors. Dave Geenens, Benedictine’s director
of graduate business programs, said the teachers
will be both PhDed professors and business pro-
fessionals with real-world and even law enforce-
ment experience.

BENEDICTINE

COLLEAGE

So why would a police
officer want an MBA?

“As they rise through the
ranks, they’re going to be in

Continued on p. 2



Images firom 2010 Kansas City Missouri | Cheryl Rose named
Police Memorial Service Deputy Chief

When Cheryl Rose was promoted to Deputy Chief
on May 23, she became only the third woman in the 136
of Police Headquarters -year hisFory of the Kansas City Missouri Police Depart-
on May 27 to commemo- ment to rise to the rank. .
rate the 119 KCPD offi- The department rolled on its first 122 years before
cers who have died in the Julia Bush became the first female Deputy Chief in
line of duty. A large flag 1996. Rachel Whipple followed in 2002.
also draped the building, In fact, Deputy Chief Rose will fill the position of
and Capt. Paul Bureau Commander of the Administration Bureau held
Weatherford took his turn by Whipple, who retired in April.
guarding the memorial “Since I am following Colonel Whipple, it hit me
| torch. that I have big shoes to try and fill,” Deputy Chief Rose
said.

Deputy Chief Rose said
she is looking forward to
helping the department en-
hance the way it uses technol-

ogy

! One hundred nineteen
¥ flags were placed in front

The firing detail, Tactical

Response Team Squad “Th h
270, did a 21-gun salute ¢ department has

romthestepsorciy | FUUMBEERERWRRMEY | | el ot e
a It Vi . | | the biggest changes has been
in technology, and it will
continue to be a challenge for
us. Since [ was assigned to
the Administration Bureau, |
look forward to learning more about the technology that
is available to help our people do their jobs more effec-

Led by Officer

Mike Mast, the tively and efficiently.”
riderless horse, Deputy Chief Rose was most recently commander
with an officer’s of the South Patrol Division. She served KCPD in many

boot left in its

) capacities, including under-cover in the Drug Enforce-
stirrup, symbol-

izes KCPD's fallen ment Unit, .te.ach.ing childreq in the D.A.R.E. Sef:ti.o.n,
officers through wr1t1.ng po.hcle?s in the Plgnn}ng and Research D1V1Slon
the years. and investigating robberies in the Robbery Unit. She has
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in criminal justice from
the University of Central Missouri.

MBA AT ACADEMY CONT. FROM P. 1

positions with budgetary respon- | “Thjs js part of the hours every other week for ~ Geenens said he didn’t see Benedictine’s
sibility; they’re going to have to Chief's vision for ©0¢ year. religious affiliation as anything but a posi-
manage projects and deal with regional training Department personnel  tive for the department.
employment issues,” Geenens o records indicate about 600 “In my mind, there is not a better mission
said. “... And for officers in- and the ability to sworn members have un-  fit,” he said. “The Academy staff are trying
volved in community policing advance career dergraduate degrees and to bring about a culture of transformation in
and counterinsurgency, they paths for our  ould be eligible for the  law enforcement all about unconditional
need to know how to work stra- employees and  program. Civilian members respect and involving and engaging the
tegically” the region.”  with bachelor’s degrees community. That’s Benedictine through
The coursework covers every- also can participate. and through.”
thing from ethics to strategic Capt. Daniel Gates The EMBA is an out- Application materials for the program are
management to accounting, and growth of the Department’s available at www.Benedictine.edu. Anyone
Geenens said it’s very rigorous. Leadership Academy. Cap- with questions should contact Captain

Classes will meet two weekends a month —  tain Gates said Benedictine’s program best ~ Gates at Daniel. Gates@kcpd.org.
on Fridays and Saturdays — for a total of 16 matched what KCPD was looking for.
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News in Brief

14 KCPD members promoted in ceremony

&°
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Fourteen KCPD members were promoted in a cere-
mony May 20 at the Police Academy. Above, Some
of the sergeants-to-be waited their turn to be pre-
sented with their new badges.
The promotions included:
To Supervisor: Janet Chung and Damiene Wyatt
To Master Patrol Officer: Michael McKenna
To Master Detective: Matthew Williams
To Sergeant: Timothy Hernandez, Jackson Lyle,

David Jackson, Luis Ortiz, Jonathan Rivers, Eric

Roeder and Matthew Young
To Major: Robin Houston and Diane Mozzicato
To Deputy Chief: Cheryl Rose

Kansas police chiefs award KCPD officers

The Kansas Association of Chiefs of Police awarded
two KCPD members the Gold Award at their annual
KACP Awards Program on May 21 in Hutchinson,
Kan. Detectives Michael Bailey and John Cooley of
the Fugitive Apprehension Unit received the award
for their work as part of the FBI Violent Crimes — Safe
Streets Task Force. On Nov. 1, 2009, they helped
arrest a dangerous career criminal in Olathe outside
a restaurant. The suspect fired at officers, who re-
turned fire and wounded him. No officers or others
were wounded. The KACP Gold Award they earned
recognizes “uncommon valor in the line of duty.”

Police help arrest terror suspect

KCPD detectives and other members of the Heart of
America Joint Terrorism task force conducted an in-
vestigation that led to a federal conviction against a
Kansas City man who financially supported Al-Qaida.
Khalid Ouazzani, 32, pleaded guilty on May 19 to
supporting a terrorist organization. He used his used
auto parts business to obtain fraudulent loans from
local banks, then laundered that money overseas
and sent it to Al-Qaida from August 2007 to February
2010.

NEW FACES, CONT. FROM P. 1

Kansas City is made up of diverse neighborhoods, each with their own
special policing needs. ... It all starts at the neighborhood level. To en-
hance residential growth in all of our neighborhoods, the Police Depart-
ment needs to play a significant role in making our citizens feel safe.”

Wasson-Hunt said she is “extremely
proud” to be a part of the Kansas City Mis-
souri Police Department and thinks
KCPD’s greatest strength is the men and
women who serve the city. She said her
previous positions on numerous civic and
professional boards have prepared her for
her spot on the Police Board.

“I have learned that the proper role of
boards and commissions is to set policy
and not micro-manage,” she said.

Pelofsky is brand new to the BOPC, but not to the department. She
helped create a landlord education program with the department 10
years ago and has for the last five years volunteered with the Crime Lab
to help them seek grants to upgrade their equipment and technology.
She is CEO of Pelofsky and Associates, which provides development
consultation to local and national non-
profit organizations. She previously
served as development director for The
Barstow School and the Humane Soci-
ety of Greater Kansas City.

Pelofsky said she thinks the depart-
ment is full of talented personnel.

“I look forward to opportunities to
learn about as many of the department’s
programs as possible,” Pelofsky said.
“I’m open to meeting people and doing
on-site visits. I encourage people to
reach out to me if they’re interested in sharing what they do.”

Pelofsky will bring a few different perspectives to the Board — that of
an inner-city resident and that of a female. There hadn’t been a woman
on the Board since Wasson-Hunt’s first term expired in 2006.

“I’d like to be tuned into issues that pertain to female officers and
civilians,” she said. “And I live in the urban core. I see a lot of activity
and bring the perspective of someone who lives in a high-crime area.”

“I look forward to
opportunities to learn
about as many of the
department’s pro-
grams as possible.”

Lisa Pelofsky
Police Commissioner

“I appreciate that
Kansas City is made
up of diverse
neighborhoods, each
with their own special
policing needs.”

Angela Wasson-Hunt
Police Commissioner

OfflCla-lly Retirements
Speaking...

Building Operations Tech.
Awards William “Dave” Richard-

son

Meritorious Service Award ~ Officer David Magruder

Auxiliary Service Volunteer
Daniel Geisler

Detective Christopher Van
Draska

Obituary

Retired Detective Freddie
D. Jordan

Cetrtificate of

Commendation

Sergeant Lawrence White
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VIN specialist tracks down stolen cars

What led New York City police to a suspected terrorist who planned
to blow up Times Square with a car bomb on May 1 was the same thing

“But I missed the police department and the people,” he said.
He returned as the civilian VIN Specialist in January 2010. When he

Chris Whitaker looks for every day: a Vehicle Identification Number, or was an officer, he took a course on cars that got stolen and re-tagged.
“I loved working those cases when I was in the field,” he said.

VIN.

Knowing how to find a VIN and determine whether it’s been tam-
pered with can stop terrorists, or, as Whitaker knows, return stolen cars

to their rightful owners. Whitaker is KCPD’s
new VIN Specialist, and it’s his job to inspect
every car that comes into the Kansas City Tow
Lot. He also works with the National Insurance
Crime Bureau and Department of Revenue
doing business compliance checks at scrap
yards and towing companies as well as investi-
gating chop shops.

Whitaker replaces Steve Downing, who es-
sentially created the VIN Specialist position

five years ago while he was working at the Tow :

Lot. He saw too many cars that were to go up
for auction turn out to be stolen, so he proposed
that someone check the VINs on each of them.
The position’s duties grew from there. Down-
ing left the spot last fall to enroll in the Police
Academy and is now a probationary KCPD
officer.

Whitaker, on the other hand, used to be a
KCPD officer. After six years on the job, he
was shot outside the West Bottoms’ haunted
houses in 2001 by suspects he caught trying to
break into cars. The shot severed nerves to his
right leg, and he was medically retired. He
eventually regained the ability to walk and be-
came director of security at an area casino.

VIN Specialist Chris Whitaker looked for a

vehicle identification number on a burned-
up Acura in the City Tow Lot.

Whitaker is technically part of the East Patrol Property Crimes Sec-
tion, though he works all over the city. Sergeant Keith Ericsson said

Whitaker’s specialized training and knowl-
edge allows him to identify a stolen car from
just a door or an engine part.

“It’s something an officer couldn’t do,”
Sergeant Ericsson said.

Especially if the car is burned out.
Whitaker uses sandpaper and mirrors to find
VINs on charred cars.

Automobile manufactures put VINs in a cou-
ple of obvious places, but they put them in a
lot of hidden ones, too. The location varies
by make and model of car, and it’s
Whitaker’s job to learn all of them and to
know what altered ones look like.

“It’s funny, I was never really a big car
guy,” he said.

Whitaker’s work returns stolen vehicles to
their owners and allows insurance companies
to recoup some of their losses. He also helps
break up rings of organized auto thieves.
Charges could soon be filed in one of his
biggest cases to date.

“VINs are the only way we can know

who might be the legal owner of a car,” he
said.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department

1125 Locust

Kansas City MO 64106
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