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Kansas City Missouri
Police Department, in

The United
States Military
selected the Kan-
sas City Missouri
Police Department
as one of two in
the nation to be
visited by some of
Iraq’s top police
officials in Febru-
ary.

The leaders of
the Baghdad Police
College studied
KCPD’s general
police operations
and training meth-
ods during their
visit Feb. 4 and 5

Sergeant Tye Grant explained to visiting Iraqi police leaders the
physical training KCPD recruits undergo.

Minister of Police
Training for Iraq.
He is responsible
for the training of
all the nation’s
police officers.

In addition to
touring and ob-
serving training
at the Academy,
the Iraqi delega-
tion also checked
out Headquarters,
the Communica-
tions Unit and the
Crime Lab. Their
visit was ar-
ranged by the
Bureau of Alco-

to gather ideas to

improve their own federal police force. After touring
the Kansas City Regional Police Academy, the Iraqi
officers were highly complimentary.

“What we saw today is fantastic and something the
American people should be proud of,” said Major
General Dr. Jasim Hassan Attia through a translator.
Dr. Attia is Chief of the Training and Qualification
Institute of Baghdad Police College and Vice Deputy

New $50M

hol, Tobacco and
Firearms, and they were escorted by U.S. Army Col.
Randall Twitchell, who is stationed in Baghdad as
chief adviser to the Baghdad Police College. The
Iraqis said several things they saw in Kansas City and
during their visits to the regional DEA, FBI and ATF
offices impressed them.

Continued on p. 2

radio system coming

A man who said he was coming
over to his mother’s house to kill

afternoon of Dec. 15, 2009. Offi-
cers followed him as he went into

thorities, but then his radio went
out. The helicopter officers then

partnership with the her sped away from police on the evening rush hour traffic at a high  saw one of the suspects get out of

community, is to protect rate of speed. his car and flee on foot, but they

life and property while The KCPD could not tell officers on the
reducing fear and .
disorder. helicopter ground where the suspect was be-
eventually got cause of the radio malfunction.
Vision on top of the This was just one incident that
The KCPD is a pursuit and illustrates an undeniable truth:

premier police agency
with a national reputation
for excellence that provides
innovative and equitable
police service to its

continued to
follow it into
Kansas after
officers on

“Our radio system has come to the
end of its life cycle,” Major Robert
Kuehl said.

That’s why a new $50 million

community through a the ground radio system will be coming online
V7 stopped pur-  for KCPD and the City in the next
engaged workforce. . . ..
suing. The 12 to 18 months. The project is in
The Informant is a pilot officer  the design phase now and will in-

tried to relay
the suspect’s
location to
Kansas au-

clude a complete remodel of the
police department’s 911 call center,
6,000 new radios and some new

publication of
KCPD’s Media Unit

(816) 234-5170

www.kcpd.org

Microwave dishes on top of City Hall connect
KCPD’s radio towers to central computers.

Continued on p. 3




New building is crlme Iab for cars

Kansas City Police now have a high-tech,
secure facility in which to process vehicles
used in crimes for evidence.

The Vehicle Processing Facility — or
VPF — will provide a secure place for crime
lab personnel to process vehicles for finger-
prints, DNA and trace evidence like fibers
and hairs.

“They get the full CSI treatment,” said
Captain Jack Foster, KCPD Crime Lab
commander.

Police celebrated the VPF’s opening with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Feb. 9. The
Vehicle Processing Facility is located at
7760 E. Front St., on the campus of the
City’s new Vehicle Impound Facility.

One bay in the VPF is completely en-
closed and dark so lab personnel can use
Luminol to spot apparent blood stains or
cover a whole car in a special glue that al-
lows CSI technicians to find fingerprints. A
scaled-down version of a crime lab is at-
tached to the six vehicle bays so investiga-
tors can use advanced finger-printing tech-
niques and other chemical processes on
site.

Captain Foster said the VPF has been
sorely needed for many years. At the ribbon
cutting, Chief James Corwin said he re-
members plans for such a facility as far
back as 1984.

After an old fire station at 12" and Indi-
ana got too run down for police to use some
years ago, Crime Lab personnel had to take

vehicles with sensitive
evidence to KCPD’s
Fleet Operations build-
ing or sometimes to the
police filling station at
1245 Prospect. The
evidence vehicles
would take up spaces
in bays needed for po-
lice car repairs.

Access to the VPF
and its adjoining lot is
largely restricted to
Crime Lab personnel.

Sergeant Randy
Sims of the CSI section
said technicians also ‘
said they look forward

to being able to spread | City CIMO Director Er|c Bosch, Officer Lee Rafferty, Major

out and work on the
vehicles in their own

Jerry Gallagher and Chief James Corwin cut the ribbon to
the Department’s new Vehicle Processing Facility on Feb. 9

time instead of having
to get out of the way of Fleet Operations
mechanics trying to work on cars.

The $2.6 million building is 7,150 square
feet (2,000 of that is actually outside under
canopies) and was designed to fit a semi
truck and trailer inside. It features vehicle
bays and lifts, a collapsible classroom, a
small crime lab, offices and an adjoining lot
to store evidence vehicles. The City of Kan-
sas City paid to construct the building as
part of its new Vehicle Impound Facility.
The City is pursuing Silver LEED Certifi-

“What really was amazing was the coordination and coopera-
tion in different agencies — the federal agencies with the local
police,” Dr. Attia said. “The way they cooperate without stepping

on each other’s toes is amazing.”

Dr. Attia said he also was impressed by KCPD’s
level of organization, its management systems as well

as its buildings and computer systems.

Prior to the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime in
2003, the Iraqi police force consisted of about 55,000
people who were trained to be reserve officers for the
national army, according to the officials. Since the fall
of the regime, Dr. Attia pointed out that he and his
country have had a formidable task — to train and
equip 600,000 police officers for local policing in a 7-

year period.

Major General Riyadh Abdulbaqi Salman, dean of
the three-year college program at Baghdad Police Col-
lege, said their training methods have changed drastically for

these new officers.

“Since we were isolated from the world for 35 years, now we
see how the rest of the world is training police officers,

cation for the facility’s environmental
friendliness.

The VPF was featured in the January-
February 2010 issue of Evidence Technol-
ogy Magazine, the national publication for
crime scene investigators. The magazine
stated KCPD’s Vehicle Processing Facility
“is quite unlike anything else of its kind in
law enforcement,” citing how it looks like a
mechanic’s shop but is actually a crime
laboratory. The rest of the article is avail-
able through www.kcpdchief.blogspot.com.

IRAQI POLICE VISIT CONT. FROM P. 1

Salman said through a translator. “
knowledge. We concentrate on his judgment. In the past, 75 per-
cent of their training was military training. Now it’s just 25 per-

.. Now the officer has lots of

cent. Seventy-five percent now focuses on human

“Now we see how
the rest of the
world is training
police officers.

Major General
Riyadh Abdulbaqi
Salman,

Baghdad Police
College

rights, teaching them how to protect themselves,
proper seizures and traffic laws. We want them to
respect the Iraqi citizens.”

” Another big change: the Baghdad Police College
graduated its first 50 fully commissioned female
officers in November 2009.

More than in the U.S., the job of an Iraqi police
officer comes with a lot of danger. More than
14,000 have been killed and another 30,000 injured
since 2003.

The Iraqi police officials said the feeling of
safety and security they felt during their visit to the
United States was both enviable and foreign to
them. Also foreign: the snowfall that took place when they were

here. Col. Twitchell said they’d been very excited about seeing

” M.G.

some for the first time in their lives.
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News in Brief

Police train for active shooter at high school

To better prepare for

the possibility of an ac- '
tive shooter at a local h
school, North and Shoal |
Creek Patrol officers as ‘ .,
well as Clay County |
Sheriff's deputies con-
ducted a full-scale train-
ing exercise at Staley
High School on Feb. f
12. The students had all §
gone home for teacher
in-service, so the teach-
ers acted as students
as multiple “shooters” roamed the school. Officers used
air-soft munitions to simulate the real thing and quickly
found and stopped the active shooters.

German police officer interns at KCPD

Officer Marcus Englisch of the Berlin, Germany, Po-
lice Department, came to Kansas City on Feb. 12
and will remain until March 13. His hosts are Ser-
geant Rick Sticken, East Patrol Division, and his wife,
Officer Holly Sticken, Central Patrol Division. Officer
Englisch has been assigned to the Riot Police Unit of
the Berlin Police Department since 2006, and he is
pursuing studies in senior civil service. When he
completes his degree, he'll be assigned to a Berlin
PD patrol unit. At KCPD, Marcus will intern in the
three inner-city patrol stations, with Tactical Enforce-
ment Teams and the Special Operations Division.
Englisch is the second Berlin police officer to intern
with KCPD through a partnership with Berlin police.

CORRECTION and CLARIFICATION

The February 2010 Informant article “40 years of
community oversight,” stated the wrong date for the
alleged police beating that sparked the formation of
the Office of Community Complaints. The correct
date was Sept. 28, 1965. Also, the officer involved in
the beating who was fired was later reinstated by a
Jackson County Circuit Court judge, but he declined
the reinstatement.

RADIOS, CONT. FROM P. 1

transmission towers.

“The key to all of this is interoperability,” Major Kuehl said.

Kansas City police will soon be able to communicate directly with
Independence, Mo., Police, Riverside, Mo., Public Safety and all law
enforcement agencies in Johnson County, Kan., as well as Kansas and
Missouri Highway Patrols.

Many other area municipalities are considering joining the system,
said Ed Brundage, technical systems manager of the Communication
Support Unit. Presently, the only way KCPD officers can connect with
other agencies is to have their dispatchers contact the other agencies’
dispatchers, who then relay the information to the other officers.

New radio towers will be constructed in Riverside and at the new
South Patrol/Special Operations Division site at Bannister Road and
Marion Park Drive to improve coverage.

Brundage said the current radio system was built 15 years ago on the
same technology as dial-up computer modems. Manufacturers no longer

make parts to repair the antiquated ra-
dios. The whole system even experi-
enced a 45-minute outage last summer.

The project also includes gutting and
remodeling the Communications Unit at
1111 Locust St., installing all-new dis-
patch consoles and furniture. During the
anticipated three to four months of con-
struction expected to start in late 2010,
the entire dispatch center will temporar-
ily relocate to 1328 Agnes St.

The $35 million of the $50 million
project cost is being paid for by general

How will the new radio
system affect officers?

® The ability to
speak directly to
officers from other
agencies.

® Smaller,
lighter radios with
longer battery life.

® Better radio

obligation bonds issued by the City. coverage.
Kuehl said he met very little resistance ® Clearer
on the project. encryption.

“What are you gonna’ do?”” he asked.
“People are going to die if we can’t communicate.”

The other $15 million came from Sprint-Nextel. Brundage said Nextel
built a nationwide network that ended up being in the same spectrum as
law enforcement radios, which caused public safety entities across the
country a lot of problems. Nextel agreed to move to one end of the spec-
trum and put police radios on the other and pay police for new radios to
replace any that weren’t technologically advanced enough to make the
move. That included two-thirds of Kansas City’s radios. The $15 mil-
lion just happened to come as the city and police design the new system.

The City has signed a contract with Motorola to build the new system.
Brundage said it will all be worth it.

“It’s cheaper to replace the system than to perpetuate obsolete tech-
nology,” he said.

OffICIa.Ily Retirements
Speaking...

Officer Ricky L. Haskins
Awards

Obituaries
Meritorious Service Award
Master Patrol Officer
Steven Busch
Officer Corey Carlisle
Captain Richard Smith

Ret. Investigative Typist
Marilyn |. Teeter

Ret. Detective Larry H.
Jacks
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Officer Jacob Barlow almost missed his big moment.

On Feb. 9, he was to be named Reserve Airman of the Year at the
Reserve Officers Association (ROA) annual conference in Washington,
D.C. But the event happened to take place in the middle of what ROA

intelligence section of the 31* Fighter Wing at Aviano Air Force Base in
Italy. He was then reassigned to support F-16s in the 555" Fighter
Squadron and was named 2004 Operations Group Airman of the Year.
The next year, he served as an intelligence analyst at the Anti-Terrorism

Spokesman David Small called “the big snowpocalypse,” when 3 feet of Force Protection cell. After a stop at the 479™ Expeditionary Wing in Al
snow fell.. After three delayed flights, Officer Barlow ended up arriving  Udeid, Qatar, Barlow returned to the States.

a few minutes late to his big night and barely made it for his award pres-

entation. He wasn’t upset, though.

“I was ecstatic about it,” said Officer Barlow,
who works Watch I at Central Patrol Division. In
the United States Air Force Reserves, he’s also
known as Senior Airman Barlow.

Officer Barlow’s honor is a big one. He’s now
one of only four reservists in the nation who can
wear the Air Force Recognition Ribbon. The
other three are at least three ranks higher than
him. He was nominated for the award by his com-
mand and was up against all other U.S. individual
reservists assigned to active-duty programs.

When he received notification of the award in
November, he initially thought it was for making
it past the lowest level of the contest.

“Then my wife looked at it and said, ‘It says
something about D.C. This is it! You won the
national award!””

Senior Airman/Officer Barlow is an intelli-
gence analyst assigned to USSTRATCOM s Joint
Functional Component Command for Global
Strike. He enlisted in the Air Force in 2002, and
his first assignment after graduating with honors
from basic and intelligence training was in the

Officer Jacob Barlow was named na-
tional Airman of the Year by the Re-
serve Officer Association on Feb. 9.

He left active military duty in January 2007 to join the Kansas

City Police Department, where his father, Dale
Barlow, is a retired major. Officer Barlow said it
had been his plan all along to spend four years
in the military, then join KCPD. But he re-
mained as an Air Force reservist and was de-
ployed to Iraq from March to October 2009.
Officer Barlow learned that he had been se-
lected as Airman of the Year right after he got
home last fall.

Officer Barlow is back on duty with KCPD
but heads to Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska
every few months to put in his Reserve time. He
said he didn’t tell many of his fellow police
officers that he’s the best Air Force reservist in
the country, despite military bigwigs at the
award ceremony urging him to brag about the
prestigious recognition.

At only 27 years old, he’s also earned the
Army Commendation Medal, Air Force
Achievement Medal and Air & Space Cam-
paign Medal. He’s studying for a bachelor’s
degree in law enforcement intelligence from
American Military University.

Kansas City Missouri Police Department

1125 Locust
Kansas City MO 64106
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