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For over 27 years, the Kansas City Brownfields Program has been a tremendously effective 
partnership of government, industry, community and non-profit organizations working together 
to cleanup Kansas City’s idle properties, create jobs, and benefit communities in need.   
 
In all, the Brownfields Program has put to work over $38 million in federal and state incentives 
to assist 170 projects.  The program has assessed over 2,240 properties, and helped clean up 
57 sites covering over 144 acres, create at least 1,483 new jobs, and leverage $582 million in 
new private investment in Kansas City. 
 
Currently, EPA grants are funding environmental assessment for sixteen projects, including 
Parade Park.  The Brownfields Office is also facilitating EPA assessment of vacant lots in 
the Washington Wheatley and Marlborough neighborhoods for affordable housing. 
 
The Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) program is assisting five cleanup/redevelopment projects:  

• HNEL Project    $7.5 million loan approved 
• Parade Park    $2.5 million loan application pending 
• Unity Campus (UNI)   $500,000 loan application pending 
• Emmanuel Youth Center   $400,000 subgrant application pending 
• Northeast Grocers    $494,000 subgrant approved 

 
Success stories include: 
 
 Zhou B Art Center - Opened June 2024 in the former Crispus Attucks Elementary School in 

the 18th & Vine Jazz District with the help of a $500,000 RLF loan. 
 

 Mattie Rhodes Cultural Arts Center - Opened April 2022 on land formerly contaminated 
with lead-laden fill material removed by a $200,000 RLF subgrant.  
 

 Former Paseo YMCA - Cleaned up in 2019 for the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum and 
the future Buck O’Neal Education and Research Center. 
 

 Riverfront Park Redevelopment Site – In 2018, completed a $65 million, 410 unit mixed-
use development on a site cleaned up in 2007 with EPA and state assistance. 
 

 Gateway at 39th – In the Ivanhoe neighborhood, abated and removed the former Horace 
Mann Elementary School to make way for 7 new townhomes and 12 senior cottages. 
 

 Lewis & Clark Redevelopment District - 2000 Phoenix Award winner in the West Bottoms 
used $1 million in federal aid and $2.2 million in Missouri incentives to clean up over 5 acres 
and leverage over $150 million in public and private investments. 

 
 

for more information, please contact:  
Andrew Bracker, Brownfields Coordinator 

Department of City Planning & Development 
City of Kansas City, Missouri 
414 East 12th Street, 16th Floor 

phone (816) 513-3002 / fax (816) 513-2899 
e-mail: andrew.bracker@kcmo.org          
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