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introduction

The Municipal Farm site is a historic and environmental 

landmark in Kansas city. a variety of reasons have led to 

underutilization of the site, including some areas which 

may be brownfield sites (sites complicated by the presence 

or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, 

or contaminate). Today, the site is home to a diverse array 

of features, including waterways, wetlands, wooded areas, 

dramatic topography and scattered development.  This 

plan provides a path to revitalize the city-owned property 

at Municipal Farm and the surrounding eastwood hills 

neighborhood through an inspiring and attainable vision.  This 

vision, and the strategies that back it up, set the stage for 

assessment and cleanup of known and potential brownfields, 

restoration of the site’s natural resources, and proactive, 

sustainable development that embraces research, innovation, 

and recreation. 

by thinking holistically and working to integrate and strengthen 

the natural, economic, and social systems, Municipal Farm 

has the potential to be a model 21st century development. 

There are opportunities to connect to the blue river, bring 

trails into the neighborhood and promote wetland education.  

urban agriculture can provide economic opportunity for 

neighborhood residents, forge economic connections to 

the wider metropolitan area, and provide a healthy and 

sustainable source of food for Kansas city residents. There is 

potential for expansion of the eastwood hills neighborhood 

in new residential areas. habitat restoration areas can 

infuse ecological health into the site. research institutions 

and new commercial enterprises that embrace and embody 

next-generation integrated thinking can thrive, and Municipal 

Farm can be reanimated as a healthy example of what is 

possible through careful consideration and deliberate action.  

driven by an ambitious vision, deep analysis, and realistic 

recommendations, this plan charts a path forward for the 

Municipal Farm site.

Municipal Farm is a 441 acre site owned by the city of Kansas 

city, Missouri. The property sits within the eastwood hills 

neighborhood, and is located at the intersection of many 

neighborhood and regional assets. The eastwood hills 

The Municipal Farm 

sustainable reuse plan is 

a pilot project for the epa’s 

area-wide planning approach 

to community brownfield 

challenges.  This approach 

recognizes that revitalization 

of the area surrounding 

the brownfield site(s) is 

critical to the successful 

reuse of the property. The 

area-wide planning approach 

will enhance epa's core 

brownfields assistance 

programs by encouraging 

continued meaningful 

involvement in a locally-driven 

planning process that will 

result in a strategy for making 

brownfields site assessment, 

cleanup and/or redevelopment 

decisions for the future. The 

pilot program will help further 

community-based partnership 

efforts within underserved or 

economically disadvantaged 

neighborhoods by confronting 

local environmental and 

public health challenges 

related to brownfields, while 

creating a planning framework 

to advance economic 

development and job creation.

epa  
brownfield assistance 
pilot project



  Tuberculosis hospital, circa 1945

  potters Field
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community cares about the future development of 

the site; neighborhood residents played a key role in 

the planning process and are interested in supporting 

effective implementation.  The site’s special rural 

character creates a unique setting within its urban 

surroundings. celebrated features of the metropolitan 

region, including the blue river and the Truman 

sports complex, are adjacent to the site.  The rock 

island corridor, identified for future commuter rail and 

regional trail networks, is located between the site and 

the sports complex. it is critical that future development 

integrate into the neighborhood in a compatible way 

and interact with surrounding land uses to create 

synergies among these many assets. 

History

The Municipal Farm site has a long history with over one 

hundred years of activity. in 1911 the city constructed 

the main Municipal Farm building as workhouse for 

prisoners to grow crops. The founders of Municipal 

Farm viewed the program as rehabilitative and believed 

that it gave valuable skills to the inmates. The farm 

operated from 1912 until the 1960s and provided fresh 

produce and crops for the region.

The city used prison labor to construct a tuberculosis 

hospital on the Municipal Farm site as well. The 

hospital opened on christmas day, 1915. potential 

brownfield concerns at the site of the former hospital 

landfill are addressed in the area-wide brownfield 

plan (a companion document to this plan). The city 

also created cemeteries (potters field) for victims of 

tuberculosis, prisoners, and the poor who could not pay 

for their own burial sites. The cemeteries were active 

from 1907 to 1965. The oldest cemetery, east of i-435, 

was closed in 1934. The second cemetery, located west 

of i-435, accepted burials from 1934-1964 and was 

racially segregated. The grave markers have washed 

away, but efforts are underway to identify the graves 

and delineate the cemetery boundaries.

More recently, the Municipal Farm site has been home to 

a correctional facility, a national Guard facility, and police 

facilities, including a shooting range, bomb detonation 

area, canine training area, and a helicopter pad. The 

correctional facility was demolished, and agriculture 

returned to the site in 2010 in the form of community 

gardens near the site of the former correctional facility.

potential brownfield concerns in some of these areas 

are addressed in the area-wide brownfield plan. Future 

activities on the Municipal Farm site will honor the 

site’s history, including the thousands of individuals 

buried here, while continuing the legacy of this land’s 

productive capacity and ability to create sustenance 

for the surrounding region.



   distant view of the Municipal Farm building 

   1966 aerial looking north over the east side of the Municipal Farm property

  Farm workers
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The Municipal Farm sustainable reuse plan is the city of Kansas city’s road map for the future growth and 

development of the Municipal Farm site. This plan is consistent with and encapsulates the concepts and goals of 

existing plans for the plan area and its surrounding context. The sustainable reuse plan will be a decision making 

guide for the city and will direct Kansas city’s long term policies. it is also a guide for the entire community, 

including individuals and families, businesses, and non-profit organizations.

how to use this plan

VISION

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY

CONCEPTUAL LAND USE PLAN 

THE PLAN FORWARD



v i s i o n  a n d  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s 
The community defined the vision and guiding principles early in the planning process.  These statements about the 

desired future of the Municipal Farm site drove all plan recommendations.

a n a l y s i s 
The analysis chapter takes a comprehensive view of the Municipal Farms site. This section explores the amount 

of development and activity that the site can support within its natural limits, or its “carrying capacity,” and 

summarizes the impact of existing plans on this work. 

i n t e g r a t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g y 
The development strategy emerges from the analysis and applies to all areas of the site. The strategy 

recommendations are overarching guidelines for developing the Municipal Farm site sustainably.  

c o n c e p t u a l  l a n d  u s e  p l a n 
The conceptual land use plan illustrates the most sustainable pattern of uses for developing the Municipal Farm 

area.  This chapter dives into 21 specific areas within the site and designates the most sustainable uses for these 

areas based on the analysis.

p l a n  f o r w a r d 
while the integrated development strategy and the conceptual land use plan focus on the long term development 

for Municipal Farm, the plan forward provides steps and resources to move the plan into implementation. This 

chapter identifies the most critical next step actions and connects them to potential partners and funding, targets 

priority areas where activity may catalyze development for the site as a whole, identifies potential projects that 

align with the vision and guiding principals, and provides a framework for phasing that illustrates sequencing 

relationships between all components of the plan forward (next step actions, priority areas, and potential projects).

The plan is divided into the following sections:
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TRUE COMMUNITY VISION

To successfully direct long-term growth and development of Municipal Farm, 

the vision must come from the community.  The residents who participated 

in meetings are the source for the ideas that direct the Municipal Farm 

sustainable reuse plan.

INTEGRATED DECISION MAKING AND ACTION

The future of Municipal Farm depends on hundreds of overlapping decisions 

from local government, civic organizations, the private sector, and others.  by 

integrating these decisions, opportunities will emerge to coordinate efforts in 

support of a common vision. Thinking about the long-term, potential partners 

and possible resources when designing policies and projects maximizes the 

impact of these decisions.

A STRATEGY fOR THE fUTURE

The sustainable reuse plan includes a strategic set of recommendations. 

These recommendations are visionary, yet realistic, far-reaching, yet 

implementable.  by taking into account the community’s vision, stakeholder 

priorities, and the capacity of local government, the Municipal Farm 

sustainable reuse plan will guide the future development of this area to 

achieve the community vision.

keys to a successful plan
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02:
vision and guiding principles



The coMMuniTy deFined The Vision and GuidinG principles early in The 

planninG process. These sTaTeMenTs abouT The desired FuTure oF The 

Municipal FarM siTe droVe all plan recoMMendaTions.
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This word cloud represents the ideas and input from community meetings.  The larger the word, the more often it was mentioned. source: wordle.net



what we heard

Public Meetings

The community came together in two public meetings and 

an open house. The dialogue established at these events 

led to recommendations in the sustainable reuse plan and 

strategies to move the plan into action. 

during the first public meeting, the community created 

the vision for the future of Municipal Farm and addressed 

neighborhood issues pertaining to the site.  attendees 

gave input on opportunities, constraints, and possible land 

uses for future site development. during the second public 

meeting, the community vetted the vision and the guiding 

principles and gave feedback on the draft land use plan. 

This feedback informed the final conceptual land use plan.

Members of the eastwood hills neighborhood 

emphasized the need for compatibility with future land 

uses on the Municipal Farm site. we heard the desire 

for a strong, positive connection between the site and 

its surrounding neighborhoods and the opportunity 

to interact with the site through recreational and 

educational uses. The preservation and restoration of the 

site’s natural character was an important value expressed 

by the community.  safe, multi-modal transportation 

opportunities were also a priority for neighborhood 

residents. Finally, the neighborhood called for future land 

uses to celebrate and honor the site’s history.

The susTainable reuse plan inVolVed a robusT 

coMMuniTy enGaGeMenT process, resulTinG 

in a Vision and GuidinG principles For FuTure 

deVelopMenT oF The Municipal FarM siTe.
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Implementation Workshop

in support of the sustainable reuse plan, the 

environmental protection agency (epa) provided 

technical assistance regarding the implementation of 

Kansas city’s vision for the Municipal Farms site. epa’s 

technical assistance contractor, sra international, helped 

organize an facilitate an implementation workshop. 

The purpose of the workshop was to leverage the 

collective expertise of key stakeholders with influence, 

knowledge of resources for, and expertise related to 

sustainable reuse plan recommendations, including 

public agencies, citizens and businesses. The audience 

participated in facilitated discussion focused on four 

priority development areas, identifying partners and 

resources to help these sites catalyze development 

on Municipal Farm.  The results of this workshop are 

included in the plan Forward. 

 Steering and Technical Committee

a steering and technical committee composed of citizens,     

city officials, city staff and area stakeholders provided 

rigorous feedback to guide plan recommendations. The 

planning team met with committee members as a group and 

individually to gather expert advice, ensure the feasibility 

of land use recommendations and alignment of the vision, 

principles, and plan recommendations with regional goals. 

Website: municipalfarmkc.com 

in addition to public meetings, a project website provided 

an ongoing venue to inform the public and gather 

feedback on project activities.  This website kept residents 

up-to-date with documents, presentations, and events.
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TO CREATE MUTUAllY 
bENEfICIAl RElATIONSHIPS 
bETWEEN THIS UNIqUE PlACE 
AND ITS SURROUNDINGS THAT 
CElEbRATE THE SITE’S HISTORY, 
RESTORE AND ENHANCE THE 
NATURAl ENVIRONMENT, 
STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMY, 
AND CREATE OPPORTUNITIES 
fOR lEARNING AND RECREATION 

vision and guiding principles
The vision statement emerged through dialogue with community members and the steering 

committee. it reflects an understanding of the site’s history, existing conditions, and the surrounding 

neighborhood’s desire for positive interactions with the site.



guiding principles

NATURAl ENVIRONMENT

future land use will preserve, restore, and enhance 

natural assets and ecologically sensitive areas. 

land use activities and environmental concerns will 

mutually inform each other. Sites will be assessed 

and remediation designed to enable preferred uses

ECONOMY

future development will demonstrate long-term 

economic health by nurturing new, sustainable 

businesses and creating quality jobs

ENERGY

future land use will promote efficiency and link resource 

use to resource renewal, creating a mutually beneficial 

relationship between the site and its surroundings 

  

HISTORY

future land use will celebrate and honor the 

site’s history

HEAlTH + RECREATION

future land use will provide opportunities for 

lifelong learning and recreation

COMMUNICATION

The process of planning and future development 

will inspire implementation and consensus by 

building capacity and stronger relationships

The vision is applied to land use planning and implementation for the 
site through six guiding principles: 
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03:
analysis



The analysis chapTer TaKes a coMprehensiVe View oF The Municipal FarMs 

siTe. This secTion explores The aMounT oF deVelopMenT and acTiViTy ThaT 

The siTe can supporT wiThin iTs naTural liMiTs, or iTs “carryinG capaciTy,” 

and suMMariZes The iMpacT oF exisTinG plans on This worK. 
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Municipal Farm site boundary

eastwood hills neighborhood

FiGure 3- 1 |  Municipal FarM siTe

Municipal Farm consists of 441 acres of city owned property on both sides of i-435. The site is within the eastwood hills neighborhood, and is 
neighbored by diverse ecosystems (the blue river, flood plain, and heavy woods), transportation networks (i-435, railroad, and local roads), and 
land uses (industrial, residential, commercial, and Truman sports complex).
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carrying capacity analysis

k e y  i n v e n t o r y  f i n d i n g s

The Municipal farm site has changed dramatically over the 

last two decades (past and existing uses are mapped in 

Figure 3-2). some of these uses have known or potential 

brownfield concerns which need further environmental 

investigation (see the area wide brownfield plan for 

detailed information on brownfields). The Municipal 

Farm sustainable reuse plan is intended to catalyze 

reinvestment across the area and in the brownfield sites 

that will benefit the wellbeing of people, the prosperity of 

the neighborhood and region, and the natural systems of 

the site and its surrounding area.

Existing Plans Summary

plan recommendations are grounded in an understanding 

of past analysis and planning efforts. The Municipal Farm 

sustainable reuse plan was itself a recommendation of 

both the eastwood hills neighborhood plan and eastgate 

land use plan. additional information from these plans that 

addresses and overlaps the Municipal Farm site is included in 

this section. The following plans were incorporated into the 

analysis and recommendations for the Municipal Farm site:  

•	 eastwood hills neighborhood plan (2005)

•	 eastgate land use and development plan (2001)

•	 auri Master plan Framework (2002)

•	 blue river Greenway study (2012)

•	 stream asset inventory (2003)

•	 MetroGreen (updated 2002)

carryinG capaciTy analysis is a FraMeworK For deFininG susTainable deVelopMenT wiThin 

The siTe’s naTural resource liMiTs. recoMMendaTions eMerGe FroM The carryinG capaciTy 

analysis ThaT Focus on The reGeneraTion oF naTural, econoMic, and social sysTeMs.  This 

MeThod oF deFininG whaT The siTe can supporT wiThin naTural liMiTs and usinG naTure 

To direcT deVelopMenT paTTerns is a Model For susTainable 21sT cenTury deVelopMenT. 

lessons FroM The iMpleMenTaTion oF This plan can inForM oTher siMilar aspiraTions on 

local, reGional, and naTional leVels. 

•	 smartMoves regional Transit Vision (2008)

•	 smart Moves commuter corridors 

alternatives analysis (2012)

•	 Kc Trails plan (2008)

•	 Kc Major streets plan (2010)

Eastwood Hills Neighborhood Plan

The Municipal Farm site is located within the eastwood 

hills neighborhood. prior land uses have negatively 

impacted the neighborhood, affecting its ability to thrive. 

it is critical that future development of the site integrate 

into the neighborhood in a compatible way, and that 

plans for Municipal Farm align with the eastwood hills 

neighborhood plan (ehnp). recommendations from the 

ehnp that have been incorporated include:

•	 preserve natural assets and provide 

neighborhood access to natural amenities

•	 improve infrastructure, in particular storm/sanitary 

systems, waterlines, and drainage improvements

•	 increase community involvement

•	 provide traffic calming measures, 

increased walkability, and multi-modal 

transportation opportunities

•	 spur economic development that encourages 

neighborhood cooperation with area businesses and 

institutions and provides neighborhood amenities

•	 provide housing that is compatible 

with existing land use patterns
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Eastgate land Use and Development Plan

The eastgate land use and development plan 

recommended mixed-use, nodal development, the 

integration of open space and recreational opportunities, 

and increased multi-modal transportation access, which 

could be implemented through the development of 

the Municipal Farm site.  The eastgate plan identified a 

need to address interjurisdictional transportation and 

development issues between Kansas city, raytown, 

and lee’s summit.  The Municipal Farm site is located 

just west of the rock island corridor, which was 

determined by the smart Moves alternatives analysis 

as a future corridor for commuter rail transit and as 

a regional trail connection through Marc’s Metro 

Green plan. This location may indicate development 

opportunities with regional connections. 

Stream Asset Inventory 

Kansas city, Missouri conducted a stream asset 

inventory to better understand, protect and incorporate 

Kansas city’s natural resources into development and 

stormwater management. Key recommendations of the 

round Grove creek stream asset inventory that apply 

to Municipal Farm include:

•	 implement stormwater best Management 

practices, stream buffers and setbacks

•	 set the standard for watershed stewardship 

through public education and involvement

•	 increase community involvement

•	 provide traffic calming measures, 

increased walkability, and multi-modal 

transportation opportunities

•	 Make conservation of existing 

natural areas a high priority

•	 provide housing that is compatible 

with existing land use patterns

•	 encourage cluster development as an 

alternative to large-lot development

Natural Character

The natural character of the site is not only a feature 

enjoyed by the neighborhood, but also plays a critical 

role in regional water quality, soil health, and biodiversity. 

unexpected consequences of previous uses, including 

brownfield contamination, have impacted the site 

negatively.  invasive vegetation has reduced biodiversity, 

affecting wildlife habitat and stream health. The vulnerable 

natural features of the site also present an important 

opportunity: open space, wetlands, hydric soil, healthy 

stretches of round Grove creek, and the blue river 

floodplain offer a place to recharge and store groundwater, 

improve water quality, enhance riparian vegetation, and 

create habitat. The concentration of these features, the size 

of the site, and its location within the blue river watershed 

highlight the regional importance of its ecosystems.

History

one of the Guiding principles of this plan is to celebrate 

and honor the site’s history.  Through the community 

engagement process, the planning team identified two 

major components that could be highlighted through the 

redevelopment process. The first is the presence of multiple 

potters fields on the site (Figure 3-2).  paupers, tuberculosis 

patients, and murder victims were buried in a cemetery 

located just north of the national Guard armory between 

1907 and 1934. a second cemetery operated near the police 

firing range on coal Mine road until the 1960s. The eastwood 

hills neighborhood plan recommends that these potters 

fields be located and preserved. The city has already started 

to move this recommendation forward by commissioning a 

project to identify the cemetery boundaries. 

The second major historical aspect highlighted by the 

community engagement process was the site’s previous 

agricultural use.  The site operated as a Municipally-

owned farm from 1911 through the 1940s, including 

animal husbandry and crop agriculture. site analysis 

identified existing conditions and opportunities to honor 

this history with a new generation of agricultural use. 

The topography of the east side of the site, combined 

with naturally poor soils that have been compacted and 

disturbed by previous uses, make crop agriculture an 

unlikely use without ongoing soil remediation. These 

efforts are taking place in the newly installed community 

garden. The east side also bears potential for an 

aggregation and processing facility for local producers, if 

access issues are addressed. The western portion of the 

site is more level, and soil quality and fertility are likely 
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better than the eastern side.  urban crop agriculture is 

a potential use for this site, though the floodplain and 

the existing communications towers present challenges 

which may be prohibitive. The urban agriculture analysis 

report contains specific analysis and recommendations 

for agricultural use of areas within the site. 

Access Key findings

development of Municipal Farm faces unique access 

challenges. although it is less than four miles (as the 

crow files) from the country club plaza, the site feels 

more isolated: railroads, waterways, and hilly topography 

cut it off from the surrounding populated areas of the 

city. a limited access interchange at i-435 and a choke 

point on coal Mine road at the railroad underpass will 

require creative measures to improve access. legacy 

paved roads in the interior of the eastern site are 

generally in disrepair and need updates to create safe 

local access. although access challenges exist, some 

very unique opportunities to improve connectivity also 

exist. The smart Moves commuter corridors alternatives 

analysis calls for a potential future commuter rail stop 

along the rock island corridor near Municipal Farm, 

presenting potential for future transit access to the site. 

in addition, the 441 acres of land presents an opportunity 

to develop residential, employment, and amenity-focused 

land uses which complement each other in terms of 

reducing the frequency and length of automobile trips 

internally and in the surrounding area. complementary 

land uses not only improve traffic flow but also greatly 

improve pedestrian and bicycle connectivity. despite a 

challenging set of access issues, opportunities exist to 

improve the site’s connectivity to its surroundings, while 

not compromising its special rural character.  

Infrastructure Key findings

infrastructure on the site provides adequate service to 

existing land uses, however future development will require 

upgrades. The west side of the site has sanitary sewer 

access, due in part to the presence of the round Grove lift 

station. The extent of sanitary infrastructure on the east 

side is adequate, though the condition of some areas is 

questionable and should be tested for leaks and blockage. 

water supply on the west side is very limited; no major 

lines exist west of i-435.  water supply on the east side can 

accommodate future development, though the location 

of lines may induce some constraints, and lines should be 

pressure tested for leaks. stormwater runoff flows mostly 

into open ditches on the west side; enclosed curb inlets 

on coal Mine road flow directly into the blue river.  round 

Grove creek collects most of the east side’s runoff through 

overland flow, some concentrated into open ditches. erosion 

prevention and stormwater management practices will be 

critical to maintain the health of ecosystems on site. power 

supply is spotty throughout the site, and the west side has 

no access to natural gas facilities. The rural character and 

aging infrastructure on site positions future development to 

utilize green infrastructure, natural waste water treatment, 

and renewable energy in a cost effective manner.

Economic Development Key findings

The current economic climate presents unique  

development challenges to overcome. The primary 

reasons for this are a struggling housing market, lack 

of consumer confidence, high unemployment, and lack 

of access to capital.  while the regional economies are 

relatively stable, the city continues to struggle with 

shrinking revenue.  in the short term, development on 

the Municipal Farm site will likely require public subsidies; 

the private sector will not be able to drive economic 

development on this site. 

a public-private partnership would give economic 

development plans the best chance to catalyze success. 

it is possible that entrepreneurs and financial institutions 

will be willing to develop the Municipal Farms site in 

time. The sluggish growth of city revenues prevents the 

city from adding as much infrastructure funding as is 

needed city-wide, yet key infrastructure updates will 

be a necessary precondition for successful economic 

development. aligning land use recommendations with 

federal and state spending, such as energy conservation, 

sustainability, technology and research, and eco-friendly 

related projects will increase likelihood of funding. 

brownfield Key findings

There are numerous brownfield concerns on the 

Municipal Farm site. however, the concerns do not appear 

to be atypical or constraining of the future intended uses. 

data is lacking to adequately define most concerns, but 

the limited existing data and experience with similar 

sites, suggests that many of these concerns may turn 



out to be only hypothetical and not confirmed by actual 

site assessment results, and that confirmed unacceptable 

impacts may be relatively minor and can be managed 

with conventional resources, existing brownfield 

programs and proven re-development strategies. 

prior investigations have been conducted on portions of 

the Municipal Farm site; however, these investigations 

are only on small portions/sub-areas of the larger 

site.  The information provided in the previous 

investigations includes a wide range of information 

ranging from limited phase ii environmental site 

assessment (phase ii) sampling data to underground 

storage tank (usT) closure reports to evaluation of the 

former mine.  The previous investigations information, 

although very useful, needs to be supplemented to the 

extent possible with more brownfield site-specific and 

detailed information with respect to both current and 

past uses of the Municipal Farm sub-areas.  previous 

investigations include the following:

•	 phase i and phase ii assessments and soil 

sampling at the community Garden sub-area.

•	 phase i site characterization report, remedial 

action plan, corrective action plan and 

deed restriction at the hehs sub-area.

•	 asbestos and lead investigation report for the 

Missouri national Guard armory sub-area.

•	 an underground development investigation 

of the bottsford Mine sub-area.

•	 Two real estate appraisals, an environmental 

survey and a blue river control project report 

for the concrete batch plant sub-area.

•	 Kansas city stream inventory report for 

round Grove creek on the east site area. 

•	 soil sampling has been conducted at two 

locations on the west site area as part of 

a blue river background soil study.

•	 soil sampling was reportedly conducted at 

the arMco Fill placement sub-area.

•	 The KcMo public works facilities sub-

area and the KcMo patrol support unit 

sub-area currently have usTs.

•	 usT closure reports for the Missouri national Guard 

armory sub-area, the KcMo police patrol support 

sub-area, the Municipal corrections institute (Mci) 

sub-area, the KcMo public works facilities sub-

area, and the concrete batch plant sub-area.  

•	 The Mci sub-area, the KcMo public works 

facilities sub-area, the concrete batch 

plant sub-area were reported as leaking 

underground storage tank (lusT) sites. 

Twenty-six (26) brownfield areas and two (2) non-

brownfield areas of concern have been identified for 

the entire Municipal Farm site.  

further Research

More in depth inventory and analysis in each of these 

subjects can be referenced in two companion documents: 

the infrastructure, Transportation, economic development 
and agriculture analysis and the area-wide brownfield 
plan. The infrastructure, Transportation, economic 
development and agriculture analysis digs in to the 

details of the infrastructure, transportation, economic, and 

urban agriculture inventory and analysis. The area wide 
brownfield plan (awbp) integrates regulatory framework, 

environmental justice issues, and community input to 

determine when, where and how brownfield assessment 

information about Municipal Farm properties and other area 

sites is collected and used to facilitate the sustainable reuse 

and development of the area. 

efforts to identify the potters field boundaries are currently 

underway. The Municipal Farm cemetery boundaries 

delineation project should be referenced to verify location 

and further research on the potters fields.

The blue river Greenway phase ii plan is another 

valuable resource that is currently underway. The 

planning area is the west half of the Municipal Farm 

property and an additional 62 acres of city-owned 

land at the brush creek/blue river confluence. The 

plan focuses on short-term and long-term habitat 

restoration recommendations. although analysis and 

recommendations are coordinated with the work 

presented in the sustainable reuse plan, the blue river 

Greenway phase ii plan goes in to more detail about 

the type, extent, and locations of beneficial and cost-

effective ecosystem restoration. 
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04:
integrated development strategy



The deVelopMenT sTraTeGy eMerGes FroM The analysis and applies To 

all areas oF The siTe. The sTraTeGy recoMMendaTions are oVerarchinG 

Guidelines For deVelopinG The Municipal FarM siTe susTainably.  
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integrated development strategy

conVersaTions wiTh The coMMuniTy, siTe analysis, and assessMenT oF exisTinG plans led 

To a seT oF recoMMendaTions ThaT will creaTe reGeneraTiVe relaTionships beTween The 

naTural, social, and econoMic sysTeMs on The siTe. These sTraTeGies are explained in 

GreaTer deTail in The FolowinG paGes.

promote land uses that work together to create a 
comprehensive system

create sustainable economic development strategies 
that reflect the unique vision for Municipal Farm

concentrate more intense development within sustainable 
design areas while focusing on habitat restoration within 
restorative design areas

invest in innovative technologies to upgrade utilities, 
emphasizing green infrastructure and renewable energy

02

03

01

04



improve connectedness through multi-modal 
transportation strategies

position Municipal Farm as a key link within 
a regional trail network

leverage brownfield sites as an opportunity to catalyze 
cleanup and investment

05

06

07
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 1 :

concentrate more intense development 
within sustainable design areas while 
focusing on habitat restoration within 
restorative design areas

The plan divides the Municipal Farm site into two major 

areas: restorative design areas and sustainable design 

areas (Figure 4-1). building development should be 

concentrated within the sustainable design areas while 

low impact site design and habitat restoration should 

embody the restorative design areas. 

The restorative design areas include the most 

environmentally sensitive features, which play critical 

roles in the health of ecosystems on and around the 

site. These include flood-prone areas, slopes greater 

than fifteen percent, and stream buffers. land uses 

within the restorative design area should focus on 

open space uses, recreation, and productive landscapes. 

any development that occurs in restorative design 

areas should be low impact design among other best 

practices, meaning impervious surfaces are minimized 

and the development works within natural systems to 

manage stormwater as close to its source as possible.

land in the sustainable design area is less vulnerable to 

ecosystem degradation and therefore can accommodate 

permanent structures within the parameters of the 

site’s natural resource limit. The conceptual land use 

plan concentrates development in the sustainable design 

areas and clusters development best utilizing this land. 

when it comes to sewer, water, roads, and utilities, a 

compact form results in fewer pipes and poles and less 

asphalt and concrete per unit of housing. density also 

creates an economy of scale that translates into lower 

installation costs for developers and lower operational 

costs for municipalities. Transportation savings are a big 

benefit of concentrating people and jobs into a smaller 

geographic area. creating density in sustainable design 

areas while restricting buildings in the restorative design 

areas will boost the economy and maintain ample open 

space for recreation and ecosystem services. with less 

than half of the 441-acre site being suitable for buildings, 

Municipal Farm is situated to provide a compact, dense 

built environment that is close to nature, providing a 

connection to the natural world. 

The city of Kansas city water services department 

anticipates modification of FeMa floodplain maps 

in 2017.  potential modifications to the blue river 

floodplain could impact potential development areas, 

and should be considered as implementation activities 

for Municipal Farm progress.
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sustainable design area

restorative design area

The restorative design area includes the most environmentally sensitive features, which play critical roles in the health of 
ecosystems on and around the site. land within the sustainable design area is less vulnerable to ecosystem degradation, 
and therefore accommodates permanent structures within the parameters of the site’s natural resource limit.
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 2 :

promote land uses that work together 
to create a comprehensive system

as the landowner of the Municipal Farm site, the city of 

Kanasas city has a unique opportunity to proactively 

pursue a comprehensive approach to development. rather 

than reactively responding to individual project proposals, 

development should be implemented through a proactive, 

sustainable systems approach.  individual development 

projects should not operate in isolation, but should 

work together to create a system that performs better, 

cooperatively stewarding natural resources, maximizing 

the utility of site features and providing a stronger match 

for the community’s needs.  due to mutually supportive 

functions among development projects, the site as a 

whole should be more sustainable, more economically 

productive, and more livable for those who use it. The 

land use system in Figure 4-2 illustrates five components, 

grounded in the guiding principles of this plan, that should 

be included in any future land use scenario.

Economic Growth: This component builds economic 

strength through the creation of jobs, the production of 

goods and services, and research which supports new 

understanding and produces revenue.

livability + Recreation: uses within this component 

create health, well-being, and contribute to a vibrant, 

active lifestyle for people within and surrounding the site. 

Environmental Resilience: This component remediates 

previous environmental damage, restores and enhances 

natural assets, protects sensitive environmental areas, 

and uses healthy ecosystems as a resource. 

Efficiency + Resource Reuse: development projects 

relate to this component by demonstrating the highest 

levels of resource efficiency. The byproducts of one 

use become the necessary inputs of another. built 

structures are supported by on-site energy production 

and stormwater management. uses provide amenities for 

the surrounding community.

Innovation: building and landscape design, technologies 

and materials, waste management, production practices, 

byproduct reuse, integration of uses, restoration 

of natural systems, and research activities on site 

contribute new models of 21st century living that 

demonstrate development and inspire other local, 

regional, and national efforts.  

This systems approach should take place at multiple scales. 

at every scale of development, planning and development 

projects should maximize economic growth, livability 

and recreation, environmental resilience, efficiency and 

resource reuse, and innovation.

because of the site’s history, setting, and site factors, 

the property may be particularly well positioned for 

development that creates a land use system catalyzed 

by research, food systems, and/or sustainable business 

(see grey call-out boxes on page 36). The integration 

of urban agriculture in the redevelopment of the 

Municipal Farm in the eastwood hills neighborhood 

has the potential to produce social, environmental, 

and economic benefits.  it can also serve to reconnect 

today’s residents to an important historic function of 

the site—food production.  converting portions of the 

land back to sustainable food production and having a 

new generation of farmers become stewards of this land 

could be a powerful statement about responsible land 

and resource management and about the value our city 

places on environmental health.



FiGure 4- 2 |  land use sysTeM
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individual development projects within the site should incorporate multiple components of a comprehensive land use system. These “parts” of 
the whole should not operate in isolation but should be multifaceted components which contribute to the overall system
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Food system uses on the site, whether food production, 

an aggregation facility, processing and distribution facility, 

or a farm business incubator and educational facility, 

provide a possible scenario for implementation of the 

land use system. uses should (a) integrate effectively with 

other proposed uses and generate synergies among such 

uses, (b) contribute to sustainable community economic 

development, and (c) foster ecological restoration, 

diversity, health, and learning. This integrated approach 

to development will require proactive strategies to seek 

out synergistic development and potential partners. 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e s e a r c h 

The Municipal Farm site lends itself to projects 

and businesses that rely on new innovation and 

entrepreneurship activities, particularly in the 

area of green technologies.  with first, second, and 

now third-generation clean technologies bringing 

significant contributions in the area, green energy 

venture capital firms are capitalizing on the 

industry’s growth while entrepreneurs are taking 

advantage of the opportunity to commercialize 

technologies and solutions. advances in this area 

will not only help the economy but also reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and minimize resource 

depletion. The need for infrastructure upgrades to 

support future development on the site presents 

an opportunity for innovative technologies 

that offset costs of development projects. The 

unique concentration of natural resources on the 

site presents an opportunity to integrate these 

technologies with restoration activities.



s u s t a i n a b l e  b u s i n e s s

industries like energy, manufacturing, and technology 

are increasingly looking for ways to make their 

processes cleaner and reduce the environmental 

impact of their products.  potential development on 

the Municipal Farm site could tap into the significant 

business and industry in the region.  Many key 

industries such as advanced energy, biosciences, 

contact/data centers, distribution, financial services, 

manufacturing, and corporate headquarters may have 

an interest in both the sustainable and restorative 

design areas. a proactive systems approach presents 

an opportunity to develop and operate green industry 

facilities with sustainable technologies that harness 

on-site power production, reuse industry byproducts, 

reclaim water and manage stormwater runoff on site. 

g a i n i n g  t r a c t i o n  w i t h  f o o d  s y s t e m s 

The historic use that gives this site its name could 

be celebrated through the proactive development 

of a food system hub at Municipal Farm.  significant 

momentum is moving forward food system 

initiatives at the local, regional, and national levels. 

a working group of the Greater Kansas city Food 

policy coalition is pursuing a feasibility assessment 

to determine the location for an aggregation, 

processing, and distribution facility to serve local 

producers in the Kansas city region. The Food hub 

would provide a venue to meet the demand for 

institutional purchasing of local foods in the region, 

and would help address food deserts in Kansas city, 

including the eastwood hills neighborhood. private 

foundation and federal dollars are increasingly 

directed toward these efforts.
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 3 :

create sustainable economic 
development strategies that reflect 
the unique vision for municipal farm

pursue susTainable econoMic deVelopMenT  

current nationwide economic challenge is to navigate 

away from the boom-and-bust cycles of the recent 

past toward more sustainable economic and fiscal 

growth. The Municipal Farm site presents a unique 

opportunity to model new economic development 

strategies for our local and regional economy as well 

as for the nation.  These strategies include forming 

public private partnerships, aligning potential uses 

for the site with federal and state spending priorities, 

targeting growing industries, and planning for a 

diversity of residential types. 

Finally, new development types must be done in 

harmony with natural systems, taking advantage of site 

resources and responsibly dealing with site impacts. 

relying on site water, energy, production, and other 

best practices reduces the potential for failure and 

insulates the area from long-term resource shortages 

and expensive infrastructure maintenance costs. 

creaTe public-priVaTe parTnerships  

The overall economy continues to struggle, making 

it unlikely that the public or private sectors can 

develop the Municipal Farm site alone.  potential 

projects discussed in the plan Forward section of 

this document would benefit from a well-conceived 

and properly managed public-private partnership.  

Through this agreement, the skills and assets of each 

sector (public and private) are shared in delivering a 

service or facility for the use of the general public. in 

addition to the sharing of resources, each party shares 

in the risks and rewards of a given venture without 

disproportionately burdening either side.  with a 

strong public partner like the city, the proper incentive 

structure, and with a climate based on trust and 

mutual respect, many of the catalysts projects listed in 

the plan Forward could successfully take flight.   

aliGn The plan wiTh Federal and sTaTe prioriTies 

aligning the Municipal Farm sustainable reuse plan with 

state and federal spending priorities will give momentum 

to potential projects.  energy conservation, sustainability, 

technology and research, and eco-friendly institutions 

are all sectors of the economy that are receiving heavy 

investment.  innovation and entrepreneurship in green 

technologies are also driven by public subsidies. The 

Municipal Farm site lends itself to projects and businesses 

that rely heavily on new innovation and entrepreneurship 

activities, particularly in the area of green technologies. 

specific sites which bear potential to catalyze 

development are listed in the plan Forward.  

plan For chanGinG MarKeT deMands 

as demographics continue to trend toward smaller 

households, different types of residential developments are 

needed. Mixed income multifamily residential development 

is one of the few sectors in residential real estate that 

has shown signs of growth in Kansas city.  planning for 

development that includes multifamily housing will give the 

Municipal Farm sustainable reuse plan the best chance 

of success. per the eastwood hills neighborhood plan,  

housing development should be compatible with the size, 

scale and character of existing neighborhood housing.

The economy is evolving, and the conceptual land 

use plan should align with industries that are showing 

strength.  The energy, education, health services, 

and transportation sectors show strong employment 

growth in Kansas city.  The construction and utilities 

sectors also show employment growth. destination 

commercial, industrial development and most residential 

developments are not likely to occur in the short term. 

The Municipal Farm sustainable reuse plan include both 

projects that can happen in the short term and long term 

development goals that will achieve the overall vision. 



Find a chaMpion 

senior public officials must be willing to be actively 

involved in supporting the concept of public private 

partnerships and taking a leadership role in the 

development of each given partnership. once a 

partnership has been established, the city of Kansas 

city must remain actively involved in the project or 

program. on-going monitoring of the performance of 

the partnership is important in assuring its success. 

The city of Kansas city Missouri should assign a 

senior member of the administration to oversee the 

development of the Municipal Farm site. 

community members who participated in the planning 

process, or who are interested in the implementation of 

plan recommendations, can also serve as a champion to 

spearhead sustainable development projects. 
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 4 :

invest in innovative technologies to 
upgrade utilities, emphasizing green 
infrastructure and renewable energy

development on the municipal farm site will require 

significant infrastructure upgrades.  investing in 

innovative infrastructure technologies can support the 

types of uses planned for municipal farm and make 

development on the site much more sustainable.  The 

city should explore the following strategies for upgrading 

Municipal Farm’s infrastructure.

pursue on-siTe power producTion 

The Municipal Farm site was selected through a 

competitive process to participate in the epa re-

powering america’s land initiative. The program will 

evaluate the feasibility for solar or biomass power 

generation on the site.  power created through on-site 

production could support future development as well as 

land uses in surrounding areas. a feasibility assessment 

should evaluate the potential for on-site power 

production and future power needs.

development on the Municipal Farm site will require 

upgrades to the existing energy infrastructure.  on the 

west side, a line along coal Mine road provides power 

to KcMo public works facility, round Grove creek lift 

station, the communication towers, and the Kcpd firing 

range.  Future development can tie in to the feeder line 

as interior improvements are made.  existing power lines 

on the east side are primarily located along eastern 

avenue and ozark road. Future development on the 

interior of the east side will require new main lines that 

tap into eastern avenue and ozark road. The existing 

power lines should be evaluated to determine if they 

provide adequate power for future power needs. 

in addition to interior power lines, future development 

should pursue on-site power production. rooftop 

mounted solar photovoltaic panels are an increasingly 

effective technology with low maintenance. solar panels 

qualify for Kcp&l’s $2/watt solar rebate, federal tax 

credits, and would earn credits for some overproduction. 

solar thermal is an option for heating water, but wind 

speeds in this area are not adequate to make wind 

energy production economical. 

inVesT in waTer reclaMaTion and reuse  

existing sanitary sewer lines on the west side are located 

along coal Mine road. secondary lines feeding the KcMo 

public works facility and round Grove creek lift station 

tie in to the main trunk line along coal Mine road which 

heads northwest across the blue river. except for the 

area south of the railroad tracks, future sanitary lines on 

the west side can tie into major trunk lines located along 

coal Mine road. because the neighborhood to the south 

operates with septic tanks, the Municipal Farm area 

south of the railroad tracks could use a natural waste 

water treatment system. on the east side of Municipal 

Farm, future development can easily assess sanitary 

sewer lines from all the areas. The animal shelter, 

national Guard armory, and the Kcpd patrol support 

unit currently have working sanitary lines. however, most 

of the lines are old and made of vitrified clay pipe. Future 

development can likely use the lines, but they should be 

tested for leaks and blockage or potentially tie in to a 

natural wastewater treatment facility. 

The aging sewer infrastructure, and in some places the 

lack of sewer infrastructure, is an opportunity to invest in 

innovative and green technologies demonstrating water 

reclamation and reuse. natural waste water reclamation 

could treat 100% of the waste water generated on site  

in a sustainable way that treats water as a precious 

resource, reclaims water using zero chemicals, uses 

low energy, and provides educational opportunities to 

individuals, groups, and the larger region. 



iMpleMenT susTainable sTorMwaTer 

ManaGeMenT 

The size of the Municipal farm, the presence of 

wetlands, and proximity to the blue river make the 

site is a key node for watershed management, water 

quality, and groundwater recharge. land development 

in both sustainable design and restorative design 

areas should preserve and restore (where appropriate) 

natural landscape features, minimizing imperviousness 

to create functional and appealing site drainage that 

treats rainwater as a precious resource rather than a 

waste product.  because there are almost no existing 

stormwater lines on either side of the site, there is a 

unique opportunity to incorporate new technologies 

for sustainable stormwater management. development 

should involve stormwater management best practices, 

stream buffers and setbacks, and restoration of 

riparian vegetation.

upGrade waTer supply 

in the west side, there is a dead end 6-inch line near 

the laFarge site and a water line that feeds the Kansas 

city public works Facility. This line is most likely too 

small to serve as a main line for new development. 

assessing future water demand will be important 

to know if upgrades on a water main or aggressive 

rainwater harvesting are required on the west side. 

on the east side, water lines run along raytown road 

(12-inch and 54-inch ductile iron pipe), ozark (12-inch 

ductile iron pipe), and the north-south abandoned road 

(6-inch cast iron pipe). These lines can be used for 

future development, but should be tested for leaks and 

flow requirement.  also rainwater is increasingly being 

used as a potable water supply and should be fully 

investigated at Municipal Farm. 

upGrade naTural Gas supply 

Missouri Gas energy has no facilities located on 

the west side. if future development requires gas, 

upgrades will be needed. 

upGrade coMMunicaTion serVice 

on the west side, aT&T has lines located along coal Mine 

road that serve the KcMo public works facility. Future 

interior lines should tie into existing at&T telephone lines 

along coal Mine road. 

on the east side, at&T has telephone lines along 

raytown road (buried copper and fiber lines), ozark 

road (buried copper and fiber line), and eastern 

avenue (fiber optic line with aerial lines feeding the 

national Guard armory and the helicopter pad). Future 

development will need new interior lines to provide 

communication service to future development. 



41 - -  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 :

improve connectedness through  
multi-modal transportation strategies

deVelopMenT on Municipal FarM should 

leVeraGe supporT For a FuTure coMMuTer 

rail sTaTion 

Marc’s smart Moves regional transit plan has identified 

the rock island corridor, which runs between the 

Municipal Farm site and the Truman sports complex, 

as an important future commuter transit corridor. 

preliminary plans have located a rail stop at Truman 

sports complex, within a quarter-mile of the northern 

portion of the Municipal Farm site. should commuter 

rail be implemented along the rock island corridor, a 

pedestrian connection to the potential commuter rail 

station is important for making the larger connection 

between the Municipal Farm site and the rest of the 

metropolitan area.  Fairly dense residential development 

is the land-use most supportive of a commuter rail 

station, as well as a trail corridor. 

direcT hiGh VoluMes oF auToMobile TraFFic To 

rayTown road and easTwood TraFFicway 

on the east side of Municipal Farm, raytown road will 

handle high volumes of automobile traffic with only 

minor, secondary, or local access focused on ozark 

road and eastern avenue. Future destination-type 

land uses requiring high volumes should locate in close 

proximity to raytown road. The major obstacle to this 

recommendation is the fact that the i-435/raytown 

road interchange only serves movements to and 

from the south.  while the proximity to the stadium 

drive and i-70 interchanges would make the creation 

of a full-access interchange difficult, the possibility 

of providing better access from the north, through 

braided ramps, collector-distributor roads, or some 

other means should be explored. without this change, 

the viability of “destination-oriented” land-uses on 

the east side is limited. land-uses might need to fall in 

the more intense ranges of the conceptual land use 

plan to justify such an expense.  

on the west side of i-435, eastwood Trafficway/route 

350 will handle high volumes of automobile traffic with 

winchester road/raytown road as secondary access. 

The underpass at the Kansas city southern railroad 

creates an unsafe choke point for traffic; widening of this 

underpass is one option to increase safe access for local 

and regional traffic.  considering these conditions, future 

destination-type land uses are best suited for the very 

western portion of the site.

creaTe a coMprehensiVe neTworK oF 

sTreeTscape inFrasTrucTure proMoTinG 

saFe and accessible pedesTrian and 

bicycle circulaTion

all uses of the site should incorporate sidewalks and bike 

lanes and these should connect to sidewalks on raytown 

road, ozark road, eastern, and coal Mine/winchester road. 

in addition, the bike Kc plan (currently being vetted and 

updated) has envisioned bicycle routes on sni-a-bar road 

and raytown road.  coupled with the trail opportunities 

described above, this system would provide east-west and 

north-south connectivity for bicyclists to both local and 

regional destinations. implementing sidewalks and bicycle 

lanes encourage people to live an active lifestyle in their 

neighborhood and, with more people walking and biking 

along the street corridor, increase perceived safety. 



deVelop inTernal circulaTion rouTes To 

proVide access To land use areas

develop a north-south spine following the existing 

abandoned road that connects raytown road to ozark 

road. an east-west internal circulation road (north of sites 

11 and 12) should also be developed connecting eastern 

avenue and ozark road. a collector road should loop from 

the east side of area 4/5, turning west north of area 3, and 

connecting back to coal Mine road in the middle of area 1.
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 6 :

position municipal farm as a key link 
within a regional trail network

The country club plaza, Truman sports complex, rock 

island corridor, and swope park are important regional 

destinations that could be strengthened through a 

connected recreation trail (Figure 4-3). The westernmost 

edge of the Municipal Farm site, which adjoins the 

confluence of brush creek and the blue river, is ideally 

situated for trail access.  currently, the brush creek trail 

system terminates approximately 0.5 miles west of the 

confluence, and the Trails Kc plan envisions a trail along 

the blue river.  The Trails Kc plan also envisions a trail 

along the former rock island rail corridor. This regional 

trail corridor is intended to eventually connect into 

Missouri’s renowned Katy Trail, completing a continuous 

connection from Kansas city to st. louis.

utilizing Municipal Farm’s unique location to connect these 

trails would create opportunity for a wide exchange of 

regional users, as well as local users from the eastwood 

hills neighborhood. recreational and nature-based land 

uses would be complemented by the trail system. The 

conceptual land use plan lays out an extensive trail system 

that connects regional destinations and ties into the 

larger, regional trail network.

creaTe new easT-wesT pedesTrian connecTions 

beTween The Two porTions oF The siTe

a new east-west pedestrian and trail connection (or 

connections)  is necessary to create the regional trail 

link.  a direct connection between the two portions of the 

site would help penetrate the lengthy pedestrian barrier 

posed by i-435 and help attract recreation users from the 

eastwood hills neighborhood as well as regional users 

from adjacent destinations. The most feasible site for this 

connection is the north end of both sides along round 

Grove creek (this connection would have to go under 

i-435). another potential connection with more direct 

neighborhood access is at the south end of both sides 

(this connection would have to go over i-435). a sidewalk 

connection is recommended along raytown road from the 

site entrance to blue ridge cutoff.



FiGure 4- 3 |  reGional Trail connecTions
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 7 :

leverage brownfields as an opportunity 
to catalyze cleanup and investment

based on the information provided for the area-wide 

brownfield plan (awbp), twenty-six brownfield areas and 

two non-brownfield areas of concern have been identified 

for the entire Municipal Farm site. recommendations 

have been made to follow up on identified concerns.  

The recommendations include phase i environmental 

site assessments (esas) as a preliminary investigation 

or starting point. additional actions will be based on 

the results of the phase ii esas or targeted screening 

activities and conceptual site Models that will be used 

to determine whether human or ecological receptors 

are potentially exposed to unacceptable levels of 

contamination. based on the available information to 

the awbp, it is not known what type, if any, of potential 

remediation or cleanup activities will be necessary.  based 

on the known historic and current uses at the time of 

awbp, future remediation measures, if necessary, do 

appear feasible for the majority of the brownfield areas 

and non-brownfield areas of concern.  however, use 

restrictions are currently in-place for the hehs, arMco 

fill material placement and round Grove creek landfill.

resources for the assessment of environmental concerns 

and remediation of environmental impacts identified by 

those assessment and site characterization activities, 

will remain a long-term challenge for implementation of 

the sustainable reuse plan and future site development.  

Fortunately, there are currently significant potential and 

secured resources for brownfields redevelopment at the 

federal, state and local level available for Municipal Farm. 

The u.s. environmental protection agency (epa) offers 

brownfield grants for assessment, cleanup and revolving 

loan funds for cleanup.  The state of Missouri offers tax 

credits and loans for the remediation of brownfield sites.  

The city of Kansas city, Missouri currently administers 

several epa brownfield grants for assessment and 

cleanup, community development block grant (cdbG) 

grant funds from the u.s. department of housing and 

economic development (hud), and, through its economic 

development agency, the economic development 

corporation of Kansas city, Missouri (edc), it offers 

conventional tax abatement and incentive programs that 

can help defray environmental, public infrastructure and 

other pre-development costs. 

perhaps of equal importance to resources in meeting 

environmental objectives for future land use will be the 

control of assessment and remediation costs through 

the strategic application of the state of Missouri’s 

cleanup rules and guidance, collectively known as 

Missouri risk-based corrective action (Mrbca).  in 

addition, enrolling clup areas and sites into the Missouri 

brownfields Voluntary cleanup program (bVcp) helps 

create eligibility for state and federal incentives, and 

upon completion of remediation activities, can lead to 

state certification that sites are clean and ready for 

intended uses, and thereby facilitate sustainable reuse 

plan implementation and development.

The area’s classification as a potential brownfield opens 

the door for brownfield funding to invest in clean up 

and future redevelopment, if sold to an eligible entity.  

interim ownership by a quasi-governmental entity or 

development authority could lead to both assessment 

and cleanup funding.  property transfer could be 

designed as part of new incentive district (TiF, 353, 

enterprise zone, etc.) to stimulate new private investment 

and implement sra for this area. needed assessment 

activity for new district to identify impacts of concrete 

and mine operation could also determine geotechnical 

profile of site, some indication of geologic stability 

of undermined areas, and hydrological connections 

between site and river. cleanup projects could combine 

risk management of impacted areas with crushing of 

concrete, capping of contaminants under new road beds, 

and new graded areas for sustainable development. 
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05:
conceptual land use plan



The concepTual land use plan illusTraTes The MosT susTainable paTTern 

oF uses For deVelopinG The Municipal FarM area.  This chapTer diVes inTo 

21 speciFic areas wiThin The siTe and desiGnaTes The MosT susTainable uses 

For These areas based on The analysis.
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conceptual land use plan overview

FiGure 5- 1 |  concepTual land use plan (clup)0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000500
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This table summarizes the land use recommendations per clup area found on the subsequent pages. in order to maintain flexibility for the long 
term yet give as much direction as possible, compatible uses and most compatible uses are represented for each area. 
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areas in the conceptual land use plan (clup) are 

delineated by physiographic features (geographic and 

physical attributes) and are divided into the major 

categories of sustainable design and restorative 

design, as illustrated in Figure 5-1. The restorative 

design area (both shades of green) includes the most 

environmentally sensitive features, which play critical 

roles in the health of ecosystems on and around the 

site. land within the sustainable design area (orange) is 

less vulnerable to ecosystem degradation, and therefore 

could accommodate permanent structures within the 

parameters of the site’s natural resource limit. Figure 5-2 

summarizes the compatible and most compatible land 

uses for each area. The range of potential uses indicated 

in the figure maintains flexibility for the long term build-

out of the site and provides specificity about what uses 

are incompatible and what uses are most compatible. 

in the following pages, the description for each area 

provides the rationale for the land use recommendation. 

The grey sidebar on each page is an overview of the land 

use recommendation, infrastructure, and brownfield 

status within each area. The infrastructure graphic 

summarizes what is known about sewer, water, gas, power, 

communication, green infrastructure, access, and internal 

roads within the respective area. For the full report on 

infrastructure and transportation, refer to the companion 

document: infrastructure, Transportation, economic 
development and agriculture analysis. The brownfield 

graphic and information summarizes the status and 

recommendations from the area-wide brownfield plan 

(awbp).  each area is given a low, moderate or high data 

uncertainty level ranking.  This ranking is based on the 

amount of information available and known at the time 

of the awbp.  For example, a low data uncertainty level 

ranking indicates that the past and current uses of the sub-

area are known and documented.  a high data uncertainty 

level ranking indicates that the past uses and/or current 

conditions are not known or documented. each area is 

also given a low, moderate or high relative environmental 

concern level ranking. This ranking is intended to convey 

a relative level of environmental concern for a sub-area in 

relation to the whole Municipal Farm site and other types 

of contaminated properties, and was based on available 

information and professional judgment and experience 

with similar properties and site histories.  For example, a 

low relative environmental concern level ranking indicates 

a low potential for unacceptable levels of contamination.  

a high environmental concern level ranking indicates a 

high potential for unacceptable levels of contamination. 

For the full report on brownfields, refer to the companion 

document: the area-wide brownfield plan.
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sustainable industrial

industrial areas support the most intensive uses, such 

as sustainable industrial operations or infrastructure 

and utility uses.  examples of this could be a recycling 

center, sustainable manufacturing facility, or a 

pump station. industrial areas should not encroach 

on neighborhood uses or negatively impact the 

rural character of the area. sustainable industrial 

uses should align with the vision and development 

strategy recommended in this plan. 

destination commercial

destination commercial areas are appropriate for 

large commercial developments such as an office 

park or an eco-tourism village. These areas should 

be designed to align with the vision and development 

strategy recommended in the plan. 

institutional/civic

institutional/civic areas would support uses such 

as a research center or government offices.  These 

areas support less intense development than either 

industrial or destination commercial areas. 

land use 
descriptions
land uses in the conceptual land use plan are defined 

here. each land use is intended to function in a system 

of uses that contribute to economic growth, livability 

and recreation, environmental resilience, efficiency and 

resource reuse, and innovation (see diagram below). 

The area overviews describe in more detail how the 

designated land uses function for each area of the site. 

Land Use System
Goal: Create a system of uses that 
work together to make the whole 
better than any one of its parts.

INNOVATION

ECONOMIC 
GROWTH

ENVIRONMENTAL
RESILIENCE

LIVABILITY + 
RECREATION

EFFICIENCY +
RESOURCE REUSE



recreation destination

recreation destination areas support event spaces, 

parks, or sports fields. The design of these areas will 

restore the natural environment and its ability to 

provide valuable natural services, such as storm water 

management. along with productive landscape areas, 

recreation destination areas have the potential to 

generate enviro-tourism and argo-tourism.  

productive landscape

productive landscape areas support a variety 

of uses including agriculture and renewable 

energy generation.  productive landscapes can 

also generate argo-tourism. These areas will 

be rural in character while still supporting the 

goals of the efficiency + resource use, economic 

growth, and research.

wetland and habitat restoration

The wetland and habitat restoration areas encompass 

critical environmental assets and sensitive areas.  

uses can include wetland banking, invasive species 

removal and native plan restoration, educational 

interpretation of the natural environment including 

trails and other recreational uses that do not disturb 

fragile environmental conditions.

Mixed use residential

Mixed use residential areas have neighborhood 

commercial uses and a mix of housing types 

including detached single family homes, town homes, 

rowhouses, and multifamily buildings. commercial 

uses are smaller than the destination commercial 

areas and are integrated into the neighborhood. 
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siTe descripTion

area 1 has good access to coal Mine road, the blue river, 

blue banks park, existing trails connecting to brush creek 

and the plaza, and the potential mixed use area identified 

in the eastwood hills neighborhood plan. The area is also 

characterized by proneness to flooding (primarily within 

the 100-year floodplain), soils classified as pits and quarry, 

and dense tree canopy except where cleared for the 

former laFarge concrete batch plant. The slopes in this 

area are mostly gentle 1% to 3%, with a few steep slopes 

approaching 30%. The only previous use on this area is 

the former laFarge concrete batch plant (Figure 5-3). 

brownField sTaTus

area 1 is of low environmental concern, with a moderate 

level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the former concrete batch plant due 

to its potential for volatiles, semi-volatiles, petroleum 

related contaminates, and metals. These potential 

concerns, however, do not preclude the suggested 

productive landscape or wetland/habitat land use for 

area 1. presently, there is no environmental data to 

confirm the presence of contamination. a preliminary 

or “due diligence” environmental assessment is 

recommended for the former concrete batch plant 

to identify whether there are significant potential 

concerns, followed by an initial screening investigation 

of surface soils and near surface soils in key locations 

to identify whether contaminates are present and, if so, 

their type and extent. 

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

area 1 is largely devoid of internal infrastructure, as 

shown in Figure 5-4. however, it does have good access 

to a main sanitary trunk line, a three phase feeder line 

for power, and communication lines for telephone and 

internet along coal Mine road. depending on future 

water demand, it’s possible that the six-inch dead-end 

water line along coal Mine road could be reused to 

serve this area. if areas 2 and 4 are further developed, 

it is recommended that an east-west collector road and 

utilities be constructed through area 1, intersecting 

with coal Mine road and extending east to provide 

continuity and efficiency of circulation to areas 2 and 4.

area 1
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FiGure 5- 3 |  area 1 Map areas for future 
environmental investigation

Former concrete batch plant
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recommendations

•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former concrete batch plant

•	 remove the drums, containers, and debris while 
taking note of any visibly stained areas prior to 
removal of concrete

•	 investigate quarry pits and subsurface areas for 
potential dumping of hazardous wastes

•	 evaluate for the presence of sink holes, and the 
locations for former rock quarries and subsurface 
mining operations

l M H

l M H

bridge over blue river | from coal Mine road looking southwest  
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recoMMended use

based on its proximity to the blue river and existing 

natural conditions, area 1 is best suited for habitat 

restoration, productive landscapes, and/or recreation 

(Figure 5-4).  if done well, habitat restoration work could 

be highly visible and positively impact water quality 

of runoff entering the blue river. These natural uses 

should be thought of as complements to the adjacent 

development opportunities like the proposed mixed 

use area at the intersection of blue parkway/350 and 

hardesty ave/coal Mine road, less than a half mile away 

(as identified in the eastwood hills neighborhood plan), 

and areas 2 and 4 which are likely to be the areas of most 

intense development on the west side of the Municipal 

Farm site. area 1 may also remain the entrance to the site 

of the former laFarge concrete batch plant. restoration 

and recreation activities will need to maintain this 

important access if and when redevelopment occurs. 

laFarge south entrance  

laFarge concrete batch plant |looking north from south entrance

FiGure 5- 4 |  area 1  oVerView
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55 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 2 is characterized by moderate topography with 

some steep slopes, soils classified as pits and quarry, and 

dense vegetation with clearings from the former laFarge 

concrete batch plant. about fifty percent of the total 

area has slopes ranging from 1% to 8%. There are some 

steep slopes throughout the area that range from 8% to 

30%, which present challenges for development. smaller 

building footprints in nodal development patterns will 

likely be more feasible than large-footprint buildings. 

The only previous use in this area is the former laFarge 

concrete batch plant (Figure 5-5). 

brownField sTaTus

area 2 is of low environmental concern with a low level 

of data uncertainty. potential environmental concerns 

include the former concrete batch plant due to its 

potential for volatiles, semi-volatiles, petroleum related 

contaminates, and metals. These potential concerns, 

however, do not preclude the suggested sustainable 

industrial, commercial, and institutional land use. 

presently, there is no environmental data to confirm 

the presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due 

diligence” environmental assessment is recommended for 

the former concrete batch plant to identify whether there 

are significant potential concerns, followed by an initial 

screening investigation of surface soils and near surface 

soils in key locations to identify whether contaminates 

are present and, if so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

with some access concerns on winchester avenue 

and limited access from i-435/raytown road, regional 

access for area 2 is practical from the south of the 

Municipal Farm site at the eastwood Trafficway/

route 350 full interchange.  area 2 is largely devoid 

of internal infrastructure, as shown in Figure 5-6. 

however, it does have good access to a main sanitary 

trunk line, a three phase feeder line for power, and 

communication lines for telephone and internet along 

coal Mine road. depending on future water demand, 

it’s possible that the six-inch dead-end water line along 

coal Mine road could be reused to serve this area. 

area 2
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FiGure 5- 5 |  area 2 Map

Former concrete batch plant
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former concrete batch plant

•	 remove the drums, containers, and debris while 
taking note of any visibly stained areas prior to 
removal of concrete

•	 investigate quarry pits and subsurface areas for 
potential dumping of hazardous wastes

•	 evaluate for the presence of sink holes, and the 
locations for former rock quarries and subsurface 
mining operations

l M H

l M H

laFarge concrete batch plant |looking southeast 

FiGure 5- 6 |  area 2 oVerView

12.0 acres

recoMMended use

being out of the flood prone area combined with good 

access, remnant concrete structures, adjacent future and 

existing trails, and proximity to 185 acres of restorative 

design area on the west portion of this planning 

area positions this area with a unique opportunity 

to adaptively reuse the concrete structures and take 

advantage of habitat restoration and trail connectivity 

as an opportunity to integrate built systems into a 

site design that captures the natural beauty. while 

destination commercial and industrial uses may not be 

incompatible with this program potential (and with the 

right program may be ideal), institutional/civic uses 

would likely maximize the recreation, education, and 

research benefits. each recommended land use (Figure 

5-6) should incorporate economic growth, livability and 

recreation, environmental resilience, efficiency and 

resource reuse, and innovation.

  laFarge concrete batch plant | looking at west side of former building 
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57 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 3 is characterized by moderate topography with 

north and west facing slopes, some of the highest 

elevations on the west side of the site, soils classified as 

urban land harvester complex, Menfro silty clay loam, 

and snead-rock outcrop complex, and dense vegetation 

covering almost all of the area. This area is surrounded by 

steep slopes to the north and west which creates a barrier 

and makes the area seem like its own “room.” about 

fifty percent of area 3 has slopes ranging from 1% - 8%; 

the other fifty percent ranges mostly from 8.1% - 15%. 

There are a few steep slopes greater that 15% throughout 

the area, but in general the slopes in this area wouldn’t 

inhibit development.  area 3 is heavily undermined 

and the implications of these mines need to be better 

understood. The face of the former botsford Quarry 

makes up almost the entire area (Figure 5-7). This pillar 

mine is estimated to have 450 to 500 rooms which 

accommodated subsurface mining operations. The exact 

location of mine entries and sinkhole locations should 

be investigated, as well as the potential inundation with 

water from surface and groundwater flow. The area is 

also adjacent to residential development to the south and 

future use needs to respect the neighborhood character 

of the southern boundary.

brownField sTaTus

area 3 is of moderate environmental concern with a 

high level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the former botsford Mine due to 

its potential for volatiles, semi-volatiles, petroleum-

related contaminants, and metals. These potential 

concerns, however, do not preclude the suggested 

institutional or mixed use residential land use for area 

3. presently, there is no environmental data to confirm 

the presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due 

diligence” environmental assessment is recommended 

for the former botsford Mine to identify whether 

there are significant potential concerns, followed 

by an initial screening investigation of soils in key 

locations to verify whether contaminants are present 

and, if so, their type and extent.

area 3
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FiGure 5- 7 |  area 3 Map

Former botsford Mine

areas for future 
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former botsform Mine

•	 evaluate the presence of sink holes, the location 
of former rock quarries, and subsurface 
mining operations

l M H

l M H

northern-most clearing   

FiGure 5- 8 |  area 3 oVerView

27.4 acres

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

regional transportation access is a challenge in area 3. 

access is most feasible from sni-a-bar road because of 

the steep slopes surrounding area 3 to the north and 

west. as shown in Figure 5-8, internal infrastructure 

is largely non-existent in area 3, except for the eight-

inch water line going through the area feeding the 

public works facility. Future development could tie in 

to the power and communication lines along coal Mine 

road or from the neighborhood. Future sanitary could 

tie in to coal Mine road, but there are no sanitary 

sewer lines within the neighborhood to the south (the 

neighborhood is on septic tanks). 

recoMMended use

removed from the flood-prone area, area 3 holds some 

development potential. Mixed use residential appears to 

best complement the rolling topography, local access, 

and existing residential (Figure 5-8). however, better 

understanding the implications of the undermined area 

will help to determine development feasibility and could 

even lead to new economic opportunities if a creative 

use can be identified for the mines (either as usable 

space or to temper air, etc.). 
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59 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 4 is characterized by moderate topography, soils 

classified as udarents-urban land complex with some pits 

and Quarry, and some dense vegetation to the west and 

south of the area.  The Kansas city, Missouri public works 

Facility and the streets and Traffic operations Facility is 

located within area 4 (Figure 5-9). about seventy-five 

percent of the area has gentle slopes, ranging from 1% 

to 8 %. The remaining twenty-five percent of the site has 

some steep slopes ranging mostly from 8% to 15%, with 

very few along the south border greater than 15%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 4 is of moderate environmental concern with 

a moderate level of data uncertainty. potential 

environmental concerns include the public works and 

streets and Traffic operations Facility (potential for 

volatiles, semi-volatiles, petroleum-related contamination, 

and herbicides/pesticides), the concrete batch plant 

(potential for volatiles, semi-volatiles, petroleum-related 

contaminants, and metals), and the former agricultural 

sub-area (potential herbicides and pesticides).  These 

potential concerns, however, do not preclude the suggested 

sustainable industrial, commercial,  and institutional land 

uses. presently, there is no environmental data to confirm 

the presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due 

diligence” environmental assessment is recommended 

for the public works and streets and Traffic operations 

Facilities, former agricultural use sub-area, and the concrete 

batch plant to identify whether there are significant 

potential concerns, followed by an initial screening 

investigation of soils in key locations to verify whether 

contaminants are present and, if so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

with some access concerns on winchester avenue 

and limited access from i-435/raytown road, regional 

access for area 4 is practical from the south of the 

Municipal Farm site at the eastwood Trafficway/route 

350 full interchange.  because of the existing uses 

within area 4, internal infrastructure exists in adequate 

condition, as shown in Figure 5-10. The only utility 

without a main line for connection is gas. 

area 4
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FiGure 5- 9 |  area 4 Map

public works Facility
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the public works Facility, streets and Traffic 
operations Facility, former agricultural use sub-
area, and the concrete batch plant

•	 review available documents regarding the 
operation of the pumping station and potential 
storage tanks

•	 conduct biased sampling of sediment at a 
prominent downgradient drainage relief point 
for pesticides and herbicides within the former 
agricultural sub-area 

•	 remove drums, containers, and debris while 
making note of any visibly stained areas within 
the former concrete bath plant

l M H

l M H

  existing public works facility looking northwest

FiGure 5- 10 |  area 4 oVerView

24.7 acres

recoMMended use

one of the biggest challenges for area 4 is to integrate 

the existing public works and streets and Traffic 

operations Facility into an ambitious vision for long 

term development. it is likely, at least in the short term, 

that current uses will not change. however, due to 

its prominent location on the west side, steps should 

be taken to establish a plan for how the existing use 

can be beneficial to the long term development of the 

Municipal Farm property. The long term development 

should maximize economic growth, livability and 

recreation, environmental resilience, efficiency and 

resource reuse, and innovation for the entire Municipal 

Farm property. area 4 has significant potential to 

integrate habitat restoration in the site design, taking 

advantage of the natural beauty and helping restore a 

healthy ecosystem. The wetlands in area 6 positions 

area 4 to do just that, encouraging a robust program 

of education, research, and recreation.  whether it’s 

sustainable industrial, destination commercial, or 

institutional/civic land uses, the most compatible future 

land uses (Figure 5-10) will maximize the potential for 

nontraditional uses that complement the theme for the 

whole site, and are in line with trends that point toward 

a strong need for energy conservation, sustainability, 

technology, research, and eco-friendly development. 
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61 - -  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 5 has good visibility and access from coal 

Mine road, relatively flat topography, soils classified 

as udarents-urban land complex, some scattered 

vegetation, proneness to flooding, and the presence 

of the round Grove creek lift station. area 5 also 

includes the existing access road to the public works 

Facility in area 4. about ninety percent of the area 5 

ranges from 1%-3% slopes. There are two linear areas 

with steeper slopes which indicate drainage ways: one 

is mostly east-west at the northeast side of area 5, just 

south of the lift station. The other drainage way starts 

south of the Municipal Farm property flowing north 

under the railroad tracks, and then into area 6. This 

drainage pattern shows up in area 5 at its southeast 

corner. it is likely that area 5 drains towards the east, 

which eventually consolidates and flows southeast to 

the existing body of water.  

brownField sTaTus

area 5 is of moderate environmental concern with a 

moderate level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the round Grove creek pumping station 

(potential for volatiles, semi-volatiles, herbicides/pesticides) 

and the public works and streets and Traffic operations 

Facilities (potential for volatiles, semi-volatiles, petroleum-

related contamination, herbicide/pesticide). These potential 

concerns, however, do not preclude the suggested 

recreation and productive landscape land uses in area 5. 

presently, there is no environmental data to confirm the 

presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due diligence” 

environmental assessment is recommended for the public 

works Facility, streets and Traffic operations Facility, round 

Grove creek pumping station, and the former agricultural 

use sub-area to identify whether there are significant 

potential concerns, followed by an initial screening 

investigation of soils in key locations to verify whether 

contaminants are present and if so, their type and extent.

area 5
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FiGure 5- 11 |  area 5 Map
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the public works Facility, streets and Traffic 
operations Facility, round Grove creek pumping 
station, and the former agricultural use sub-area

•	 evaluate ongoing practices of materials, waste 
handling, and storage activities at the public works 
facility and round Grove creek pumping station

•	 conduct additional investigations of former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

l M H

l M H

FiGure 5- 12 |  area 5 oVerView

19.9 acres

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

with some access concerns on winchester avenue 

and limited access from i-435/raytown road, regional 

access for area 5 is practical from the south of the 

Municipal Farm site at the eastwood Trafficway/route 

350 full interchange.  because of the existing uses within 

area 4 and the round Grove creek lift station in area 

5, internal infrastructure exists largely in adequate 

condition, as documented in Figure 5-12. 

recoMMended use

with the round Grove creek lift station at the northeast 

corner of the area, there is a unique opportunity to 

investigate opportunities for future development 

synergies that improve sustainable operations of the 

sanitary sewer system, contribute to the health of the 

natural ecosystem, improve the aesthetic of the place, 

and even create a destination for learning and recreation.  

area 5 is also the “front lawn” of area 4. development 

within area 5 could build on uses within area 4 to create 

a robust program of research, education, and recreation. 

because area 5 is within the flood-prone area, it is suitable 

for less intense land uses including recreation, productive 

landscapes, and wetland/habitat restoration (Figure 5-12).

round Grove creek lift station

5
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63 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 6 is characterized by the existing creeks and 

water bodies, topography ranging from steep slopes 

to flat stream beds, vegetation largely of dense tree 

canopy, proneness to flooding, and a range of soils 

from rocky to hydric including snead-rock outcrop 

complex, udarents-urban land complex, Menfro 

silty clay loam, wiota silt loam, colo silty clay loam, 

and bremer silt loam. invasive species including 

honeysuckle and china sumac were observed on site, 

as well as an overgrowth of algae and unpleasant odor 

from the eastern-most drainage way east of area 7. 

The western portion of area 6 has east, north, and 

west facing slopes. These steep slopes range mostly 

from 8% to more than 30% in some places. The 

remaining portions of area 6 are primarily existing 

drainage ways or saturated areas holding water. The 

drainage ways include some steep slopes on the banks, 

and the lowest elevations of the west side. Most of the 

water on the west side of the site drains to area 6, and 

is then piped under coal Mine road into the blue river. 

brownField sTaTus

area 6 is of moderate environmental concern, with 

portions ranked low, moderate, and high. The overall 

environmental data uncertainty is high due to many data 

gaps and the absence of prior investigations. There are 

several potential environmental concerns (see Figure 

5-13) because area 6 spans the entire west side of the 

site. These potential concerns, however, do not preclude 

the suggested wetland and habitat restoration land use. 

presently, there is no environmental data to confirm 

the presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due 

diligence” environmental assessment is recommended 

for each sub-area of potential environmental concern as 

shown in Figure 5-13 and listed in Figure 5-14, followed 

by an initial screening investigation of soils in key 

locations to verify whether contaminants are present 

and,if so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

Few internal utility lines or roads exist within area 6 due 

to its rural character (Figure 5-14). Future development 

could easily tie in to sanitary, power, and communication 

area 6
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FiGure 5- 13 |  area 6 Map
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment for the 
firing range, two potter’s fields, bomb detonation field, 
arMco fill, communication towers field, round Grove creek 
pumping station, public works and streets and Traffic 
operations Facility, former concrete batch plant, former 
botsford Mine, and the former agricultural use sub-area

•	 survey the potters fields to help delineate the boundaries

•	 conduct additional investigations of former agricultural use 
sub-area, including sampling of sediment at drainage relief 
point that is down-gradient from the majority of the area

•	 evaluate ongoing practices at the firing range and bomb 
detonation field

•	 obtain all available records about the former arMco fill site

•	 evaluate ongoing practices of materials, waste handling, 
and storage activities at the public works facility and 
round Grove creek pumping station

western-most ponding | looking northeast

FiGure 5- 14 |  area 6 oVerView

100.1 acres
lines along coal Mine road. Future water demands should 

be determined to know if the eight-inch line feeding the 

public works Facility and pump station can be extended 

for future needs within area 6. although more can be 

done to implement green infrastructure solutions to 

manage stormwater, the extent of pervious surface 

allowing rainwater to infiltrate and recharge groundwater 

where it falls positively impacts water quality.

recoMMended use

The potential for wetland and habitat restoration within 

area 6 is significant (Figure 5-14). as a restored wetland 

and habitat area, the environmental benefits include 

restoration of native species and healthy soils, reduced 

flooding, reduced erosion, water recharge, improved 

water quality, and wildlife habitat. with such a large 

amount of land for wetland and habitat restoration 

in combination with other unique site factors, this 

area could be what attracts sustainable development 

to the Municipal Farm property. in addition to being 

an economic catalyst, this site is ideal for integrating 

opportunities for people to enjoy, learn, and do research 

in the natural environment. site amenities such as 

trails, water recreation, and outdoor classrooms could 

be amenities for new development, nearby schools, the 

neighborhood, and even nearby universities.

eastern-most ponding off coal Mine road | looking southeast
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siTe descripTion

area 7 is characterized by its relatively flat topography, 

variation in vegetation cover, soils classified as colo silty 

clay loam, bremer silt loam, and udarents-urban land 

complex, and proneness to flooding. about ninety-five 

percent of the total area has slopes ranging from 1% - 3%, 

with the remaining area varying in moderate slopes not 

exceeding 15%. dense vegetation covers the northern half 

of the site, but the south side of the site is cleared and 

covered with short grasses that accommodate the existing 

botts radio communication towers. 

brownField sTaTus

area 7 is of moderate environmental concern, with 

a moderate level of data uncertainty. potential 

environmental concerns include the arMco fill 

site (potential for metals, pcbs, petroleum related 

contaminants), the communication towers field 

(potential for pcbs, herbicides/pesticides, and 

petroleum related contaminants), and the former 

agricultural use sub-area (potential herbicides/

pesticides). These potential concerns, however, do not 

preclude the suggested productive landscape land 

use for area 7. presently, there is no environmental 

data to confirm the presence of contamination. 

a preliminary or “due diligence” environmental 

assessment is recommended for arMco fill sub-area 

and the former agricultural use area to identify 

whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soils 

in key locations to verify whether contaminants are 

present and, if so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus 

although close to some major utility lines, internal 

infrastructure is largely nonexistent except for power, 

as shown in Figure 5-16. The existing power lines within 

area 7 are due to the botts radio communication 

towers. Future development could tie in to sanitary, 

and communication lines along coal Mine road. Future 

water demands should be determined to know if the 

eight-inch line feeding the public works Facility and lift 

station can be extended for future needs within area 7.

area 7
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FiGure 5- 15 |  area 7 Map

arMco Fill site

communication Towers Field 

areas for future 
environmental investigation



l a n d  u s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

sustainable industrial

destination commercial

institutional/civic

Mixed use residential

recreation destination

productive landscape

wetland and/or habitat 
restoration

not 
compatible

most 
compatible

environmental concern level

a r e a - w i d e  b r o w n f i e l d  s u m m a r y

e x i s t i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
w i t h i n  a r e a

level of data uncertainty

recommendations

w
at

er

se
w

er

g
as

g
re

en
 

in
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

lacking

adequate

ac
ce

ss

in
te

rn
al

 
ro

ad
s

nonexistent

p
ow

er

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n

•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former agricultural use sub-area

•	 conduct additional investigations of former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

•	 conduct a phase i environmental assessment 
(esa) with a focus on obtaining all available 
records and interviews regarding the arMco 
steel plant fill materials paced in the arMco 
Fill sub-area. Follow-up phase ii screening 
should be conducted to confirm the results of 
blue Valley industrial corridor background soil 
study samples and address any other data gaps 
identified in the phase i esa

l M H

l M H

clearing with communication towers | looking southwest

FiGure 5- 16 |  area 7 oVerView

30.5 acresrecoMMended use

one of the biggest challenges for area 7 is to integrate 

the existing uses into a vision for the future that will 

be beneficial for both the long-term development of 

Municipal Farm and the existing users. it is likely that 

the botts communication towers use will remain. 

however, steps should be taken to establish a plan 

for how the existing use can be beneficial to the long 

term development of the Municipal Farm property. This 

area could support land uses including a recreation 

destination, productive landscape, or wetland and habitat 

restoration (Figure 5-16). with the physiography, location, 

and shear acreage of this area, a productive landscape 

will likely maximize economic growth, environmental 

stewardship, and amenities for people that create 

opportunities to support fitness, education, and 

research. Management of rainwater through sustainable 

development decisions should be of particular 

importance because area 7 is surrounded by wetlands 

(area 6), which could be restored to provide high 

functioning ecosystem services. development in area 7 

has direct impact on quality and quantity of rainwater 

flowing in to the wetlands. 

access roadcommunication tower

7
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canopy surrounding the area, soils predominately of wiota 

silt loam, and proneness to flooding. about ninety-five 

percent of the area has slopes ranging from 1% - 3%. The 

remaining area has moderate slopes not exceeding 8%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 8 is of moderate environmental concern with a high 

level of data uncertainty. potential environmental concerns 

include the firing range (potential for lead and other metals), 

two potters fields (potential for embalming fluid), the bomb 

detonation field (potential for unknown contaminants), 

and the former agricultural use sub-area (potential for 

herbicides/pesticides and petroleum related contaminants). 

These potential concerns, however, do not preclude the 

suggested destination and productive landscape land uses. 

presently, there is no environmental data to confirm the 

presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due diligence” 

environmental assessment is recommended for the bomb 

detonation field and the firing range to identify whether 

there are significant potential concerns, followed by an 

initial screening investigation of soils in key locations to 

verify whether contaminants are present.

siTe descripTion

some challenges with auto access exist along winchester 

avenue; however area 8’s connectivity to future trails 

planned by Kc Trails and Metro Green have significant 

potential. This area has two distinct internally focused 

spaces separated by coal Mine road. although not 

visible from the surface, area 8 north of coal Mine road 

includes historic potters fields. efforts are currently 

underway to identify the exact boundary of these historic 

cemeteries (Municipal Farm cemetery boundaries 

delineation project). built partially on top of the potters 

fields, the police Firing range is utilizing the relatively 

flat topography with dense tree canopy surrounding the 

cleared area. soils are predominately of udarents urban 

land complex, showing some proneness to flooding. 

almost the entire area includes slopes ranging from 1% - 

3% with minimal slopes around the perimeter of the site. 

This area drains to the northwest into round Grove creek 

and a small tributary. area 8 south of coal Mine road is 

characterized by relatively flat topography, vegetation 

including a grassy clearing, accommodating the existing 

use of the police bomb detonation field  with dense tree 

area 8

Firing range

potters Fields (2)

bomb detonation area
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FiGure 5- 17 |  area 8 Map areas for future 
environmental investigation
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the bomb detonation field and the firing range

•	 evaluate ongoing practices at the firing range and 
bomb detonation field

•	 survey the potters fields to help delineate the 
boundaries and conduct additional historical 
research and interviews to gather data about grave 
burial practices

•	 conduct additional investigations of former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

l M H

l M H

bomb detonation field south of coal Mine road | looking south

FiGure 5- 18 |  area 8 oVerView

9.6 acres
inFrasTrucTure sTaTus:

regional transportation access is a challenge for 

area 8. The limited access interchange at i-435/

raytown road and the choke point on winchester 

avenue hinder regional access from the north. with the 

exception of power, area 8 is largely devoid of internal 

infrastructure, as shown in Figure 5-18. according to 

KcMo water services maps, no water lines serving 

the firing range are mapped. The closest water line is 

feeding the pump station. Future development could tie 

in to a main sanitary line just west of the firing range. 

recoMMended use

one of the biggest challenges for area 8 is to integrate 

the existing and historic uses into a vision for the 

future that will be beneficial for both the long term 

development of Municipal Farm and the existing users. 

without knowing the needs and long term vision for 

the firing range and bomb detonation field, it’s likely, 

at least in the short-term, that this use will not change. 

however, steps should be taken to evaluate alternative 

locations for this use. The noise from the existing firing 

range is a non-starter for desirable other development 

on the west side. The natural setting, location, and 

potential for improved trail network supports a long-term 

recommended use maximizing a productive landscape 

or creating a recreation destination that integrates and 

complements the surrounding uses (Figure 5-18). The 

firing range, potters fields, and beauty of the natural 

environment within this area is an opportunity for 

creativity in site design and development of future uses.

Kcpd Firing range north of coal Mine road

8
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siTe descripTion

area 9 is remote and geographically challenged with 

surrounding steep slopes. area 9 is characterized by the 

adjacent residential development, views overlooking the 

west side of the Municipal Farm site, primarily northwest 

facing slopes, soils mostly of snead-rock outcrop 

complex with some Knox-urban land complex, and dense 

vegetation. areas 9 and 10 feel more connected to the 

residential development along 47th street than to the 

rest of the west side, because the slopes and the railroad 

tracks that run along the northwest side of area 10. about 

fifty percent of area 9 has slopes ranging from 8% - 15% 

with the remaining area having slopes from 15.1% to 30%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 9 is of low environmental concern with a moderate 

level of data uncertainty. although there are no known 

potential environmental concerns within this area, a 

preliminary or “due diligence” environmental assessment is 

recommended for the area to identify potential concerns.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

area 9 is devoid of internal infrastructure, as shown 

in Figure 5-20. Future development could tie in to 

the power, water, and communication lines from the 

neighborhood, but there are no sanitary sewer lines (the 

neighborhood has a septic system). access to this area is 

from the south along 47th street and sni-a-bar road. 

area 9
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FiGure 5- 19 |  area 9 Map
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the area, although there are no known 
environmental concerns within the area
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47th street | looking west

FiGure 5- 20 |  area 9 oVerView

4.0 acres

9

recoMMended use

east-west trail connections position area 9 as a very 

important link for local and regional connectivity. 

continuing brush creek trail to connect to Truman 

sports complex and the potential commuter rail along 

the rock island will require a connection within area 9 

or at the north side of the property where round Grove 

creek passes under i-435. in addition to connectivity, 

area 9 could support a land use that brings daytime 

activity, which would improve perceived safety of a 

future trail (“eyes on the park”) and likely benefit usage 

of future trails within the Municipal Farm property. due 

to the physiographic features and location, a specialized 

user is the most likely tenant for area 9. it may make 

sense for mixed-use residential which could include a 

small scale institutional or office user (Figure 5-20). 
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inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

area 10 is devoid of internal infrastructure, as shown 

in Figure 5-22. Future development could tie in to 

the power, water, and communication lines from the 

neighborhood, but there are no sanitary sewer lines (the 

neighborhood has a septic system). 

recoMMended use

considering the access challenges, steep slopes, and 

isolated nature of area 10, habitat restoration and 

productive landscapes are recommended for this area 

(Figure 5-22). as specific development projects are 

considered, stewardship of the environment should 

be a priority. area 10 is adjacent to and drains into the 

ecologically valuable portions of area 6 so that any new 

development or restoration work needs to be done to 

enhance ecological value.

siTe descripTion

area 10 is characterized by the adjacent residential 

development, views overlooking the west side of 

the Municipal Farm site, steep topography, primarily 

northwest facing slopes, soils classified as snead-

rock outcrop complex with some Knox-urban land 

complex, and dense vegetation. areas 10 and 9 feel 

more connected to the residential development along 

47th street than to the rest of the west side because 

the slopes and the railroad tracks that run along the 

northwest side of areas 10. about ninety percent of 

area 10 has slopes ranging from 15%-30%. slopes 

at the northwest side of the area along the railroad 

tracks are greater than 30%.

brownField sTaTus

area 10 is of low environmental concern, with a moderate 

level of data uncertainty. although there are no known 

potential environmental concerns within this area, a 

preliminary or “due diligence” environmental assessment 

is recommended for the area to identify potential concerns.

area 10
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the area, although there are no known 
environmental concerns within the area
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  railroad tracks|  looking northeast

FiGure 5- 22 |  area 10 oVerView
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siTe descripTion

area 11 is characterized by its existing use of the national 

Guard armory which has a lease until 2034, and the 

adjacent uses which include residential development 

and the eastwood hills community center. This area has 

moderate slopes, is mostly clear of vegetation within the 

fenced area of the armory, soils mostly of Knox urban 

land complex with some snead-urban land complex 

and Knox silty clay loam. past uses include the former 

woman’s reformatory which was located towards the 

northwest corner of area 11, and possibly a small portion of 

the potters field to the very northwest corner of the area.  

brownField sTaTus

area 11 is of moderate environmental concern with 

a moderate level of data uncertainty. potential 

environmental concerns include the potters field 

(potential for embalming fluid), the former agricultural 

use areas (potential for pesticides and herbicides), the 

former woman’s reformatory (potential for petroleum 

related contaminants), and the national Guard armory 

(potential for petroleum related contaminants, metals, 

pesticides, herbicides). These potential concerns, 

however, do not preclude the suggested institutional 

and residential land uses for area 11. presently, there 

is no environmental data to confirm the presence 

of contamination. a preliminary or “due diligence” 

environmental assessment is recommended for the 

national Guard armory, former agricultural sub-area, 

the potters field, and the former women’s reformatory to 

identify whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soils in 

key locations to verify whether contaminants are present 

and, if so, their type and extent. 

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

due to the existing use in area 11, internal infrastructure is 

in adequate condition (Figure 5-24). sanitary sewer, water, 

power, and communication lines can be easily accessed and 

used for future use. The area is currently accessed from 

ozark road and eastern avenue, each a two-lane collector 

road with varying levels of horizontal and vertical curvature. 

area 11
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FiGure 5- 23 |  area 11 Map
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the national Guard armory, former agricultural 
sub-area, potters field, former women’s reformatory

•	 evaluate ongoing practices of hazardous waste, 
storage, and disposal at the national Guard armory

•	 conduct additional investigations of the former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

•	 survey the potters fields to help delineate the 
boundaries and conduct additional historical 
research and interviews to gather data about grave 
burial practices

•	 conduct additional investigations regarding the 
presence of the 30-gallon storage tank at the former 
women’s reformatory

l M H
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ozark road between the national Guard and residential  | looking east

FiGure 5- 24 |  area 11 oVerView

18.3 acresrecoMMended use

one of the biggest challenges for area 11 is to integrate 

the existing (national Guard) and historic (potters field) 

uses into a vision for the future that will be beneficial for 

both the long term development of Municipal Farm and 

the existing users. without knowing the needs and long 

term development strategy of the national Guard, it’s 

likely that this use will not change. whether it changes or 

not, area 11 should complement the uses on the site as a 

whole, especially the adjacent uses including the existing 

residential development, the community garden, the 

eastwood hills community center, future development 

of area 12, and the potential pedestrian/bicycle bridge 

over i-435. while lower intensity uses and destination 

commercial may not be incompatible with the land use 

potential, mixed use residential or institutional/civic uses 

would likely maximize benefits (Figure 5-24). Mixed use 

residential and institutional/civic uses could activate 

the site and give more reason to invest in integrating 

recreation and education into the built environment. 

national Guard armory  | looking northwest 

national Guard armory and residential beyond | looking southwest

1 1
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area 12 siTe descripTion

area 12 is characterized by moderate topography with 

some steep slopes, soils predominately Knox-urban land 

complex with some Knox silty clay loam, and vegetation 

including primarily open grassland with some dense 

tree canopy on the west and southeast portions of the 

area. about fifty percent of the total area has slopes 

ranging from 3% - 8%, the remainder of the area has 

slopes mostly between 8% - 15% with some steeper 

slopes getting up to 30%. smaller building footprints in 

nodal development patterns will likely be more feasible 

than large-footprint buildings because of the variation in 

topography and steep slopes. 

brownField sTaTus

area 12 is of moderate environmental concern with a 

moderate level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the former Municipal corrections institute 

(potential for petroleum related contaminants, pesticides/

herbicides, and related metals), former agricultural use 

areas (potential herbicide/pesticide), former canning 

factory (potential for volatiles, petroleum related 

contaminants, pesticides/herbicides, related metals), 

and the former city workhouse (potential for volatiles, 

petroleum related contaminants, metals, pesticides/

herbicides, related metals). These potential concerns, 

however, do not preclude the suggested residential land 

use for area 12. presently, there is no environmental 

data to confirm the presence of contamination. a 

preliminary or “due diligence” environmental assessment 

is recommended for the former agricultural use sub-area, 

former canning factory sub-area, former city workhouse 

sub-area, and former Municipal corrections Facility to 

identify whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soil s in 

key locations to verify whether contaminants are present 

and, if so, their type and extent. 

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

ozark road, a residential two-lane collector, provides 

good access to area 12. as shown in Figure 5-26, some 

internal infrastructure within area 12 exists, but much of 

it is in questionable condition and should be investigated 

before reuse. old water and power lines from the former 

area 12
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FiGure 5- 25 |  area 12 Map
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round Grove creek landfill | photograph looking northwest

•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former agricultural use sub-areas, former 
canning factory sub-area, former city workhouse, 
and former Municipal corrections Facility

•	 conduct additional historical research and 
interviews with local experts related to the 
former Municipal Farm activities, specifically 
regarding the former canning factory sub-area, 
areas of maintenance and storage locations, and 
feed house locations

•	 conduct additional investigations of the former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

l M H

l M H

FiGure 5- 26 |  area 12 oVerView

6.1 acres

Municipal corrections institution are no longer in use, 

and have likely been abandoned for forty years. Future 

development can tie in to main sanitary, water, power, and 

communication lines along eastern avenue and ozark road. 

recoMMended use

The location, physiography, and relationship to the 

land uses on the rest of the site make area 12 prime for 

mixed use residential (Figure 5-26). extending residential 

development into the east side of the Municipal Farm 

site, especially along the north side of ozark road, 

begins to make the line between Municipal Farm and the 

neighborhood less of a boundary. Mixed use residential 

also adds reason to invest in walkability and bikeability 

improvements along ozark, but does not change the 

traffic capacity so much that it would encroach on 

the existing residents. Future development in area 12 

has significant opportunity to connect to the adjacent 

neighborhood and provide amenities that serve existing 

residents as well as attract a new generation of people 

who are invested in the vision for the Municipal Farm 

property.  residential density should occur in a pattern 

that is diverse and interconnected, and should be 

complemented by green infrastructure in the form of 

parks, greenways, and tree-lined streets. although low 

intensity uses like productive landscapes and a recreation 

destination aren’t necessary incompatible with that 

program potential, attracting people to live, work, and 

play within the Municipal Farm property is imperative to 

spurring reinvestment and sustainable growth. 

  entry to former Municipal prison | looking west
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related metals), former Municipal corrections institution 

(potential for petroleum related contaminants, pesticides/

herbicides, related metals), former agricultural use sub-

areas (potential herbicide/pesticide), communication 

tower (potential herbicide/pesticide), and the former 

orchard sub-area (potential herbicide/pesticide). These 

potential concerns, however, do not preclude the suggested 

residential land use. sampling has been conducted 

where the 1.25 acre community garden now exists. That 

investigation indicated that the soil and underground water 

had not been contaminated by historical activities within 

that sub-area. presently there is no other environmental 

data to confirm the presence of contamination. a 

preliminary or “due diligence” environmental assessment 

is recommended for the former men’s reformatory, former 

Municipal corrections institute, former agricultural use 

sub-area, communication tower, and former orchard  to 

identify whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soils in key 

locations to verify whether contaminants are present and, 

if so their type and extent.

siTe descripTion

area 13 is characterized by great views of arrowhead 

stadium, moderate topography, soils predominately of 

Knox-urban land complex with some Knox silty clay loam, 

vegetation including primarily open grassland with some 

trees throughout and dense tree canopy surrounding 

the northwest, northeast, and southeast sides of the 

area, and the existing 1-acre community garden (started 

in 2011) towards the north side of the area.  There is also 

an existing communication tower at the northeast end of 

the area. about forty-five percent of area 13 has slopes 

ranging from 1%-3% with another forty-five percent 

ranging from 3% - 8%. The remaining area, approximately 

ten percent of the area, has steeper slopes mostly 

between 8 % - 15% with a few slopes reaching 30%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 13 is of moderate environmental concern with a 

moderate level of data uncertainty. potential concerns 

include the former men’s reformatory (potential for 

petroleum related contaminants, pesticides/herbicides, 

area 13
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FiGure 5- 27 |  area 13 Map
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areas for future 
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•	 review the 2011 phase i environmental assessment 
and limited phase ii investigation of the community 
garden site to inform and conduct a preliminary 
environmental assessment of the former orchard 
sub-area, former agricultural use sub-area, former 
Municipal corrections institute, former men’s 
reformatory, and communication tower

•	 conduct additional historical research and 
interviews with local experts related to the former 
Municipal Farm activities, specifically regarding 
the former orchard sub-area and the two 
corrections institutions

•	 conduct additional investigations of the former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

l M H
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FiGure 5- 28 |  area 13 oVerView

15.7 acres
inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

area 13 is lacking in adequate infrastructure, as 

shown in Figure 5-28. old sanitary, water, power, 

and communication lines from the former Municipal 

corrections institution are no longer in use, and 

have likely been abandoned for forty years. if a main 

north-south road is planned for future development, 

main lines for utilities such as sanitary, water, 

power, and communication should be developed 

which would allow for secondary utility lines to feed 

development throughout the east side. 

recoMMended use

The location, physiography, and relationship to the land 

uses on the rest of the site make area 13 prime for mixed 

use residential (Figure 5-28). residential density should 

occur in a pattern that is diverse and interconnected, 

and should be complemented by green infrastructure 

in the form of parks, greenways, and tree-lined streets. 

This area delineation is separate from area 12 because 

area 13 is generally more flat and the elevation and 

expansive views make this area feel like it’s own “room.” 

Mixed use residential adds reason to invest in walkability 

and bikeability improvements along ozark, but does not 

change the traffic capacity so much that it would impede 

on the existing residents. This development also adds 

reason to invest in a north-south spine (largely following 

the existing abandoned road) connecting raytown road to 

ozark road. Future development in area 13 has significant 

opportunity to connect to the adjacent neighborhood and 

provide amenities that serve existing residents as well 

as attract a new generation of people who are invested 

in the vision for the Municipal Farm property. Future 

development for area 13 should build off the existing 

assets like the community garden and integrate with the 

adjacent residential uses. although institutional/civic and 

productive landscapes are not necessary incompatible with 

this program potential, attracting people to live, work, and 

play within the Municipal Farm property is imperative to 

spurring reinvestment and sustainable growth. 

  community Garden site | looking northwest
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79 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 14 has a remote feel with varying topography and 

some steep slopes, soils primarily including snead-rock 

outcrop complex with some Knox-urban land complex 

and Knox silty clay loam, and dense tree cover. about 

fifty percent of the area has slopes ranging from 2% 

- 8%. approximately twenty-five percent has slopes 

ranging from 8% to 30%, with the remaining portion 

having very steep slopes that could exceed 30%. smaller 

building footprints in nodal development patterns will 

likely be more feasible than large-footprint buildings 

because of the variation in topography and steep slopes. 

brownField sTaTus

area 14 is of moderate environmental concern, with 

a moderate level of data uncertainty.  potential 

environmental concerns include the former agricultural 

use sub-area (potential herbicide/pesticide, sawmill and 

dairy operations, vehicle/machinery maintenance, storage 

tanks, quarry operations, hehs site, storage houses), 

former police kennel (potential herbicide/pesticide, 

rodenticides used in dog food storage), and the former 

quarry (potential herbicide/pesticide, quarry operations).  

These potential concerns, however, do not preclude the 

suggested commercial, institutional, and residential land 

uses for area 14.  presently, there is no environmental 

data to confirm the presence of contamination. a 

preliminary or “due diligence” environmental assessment  

is recommended for the former agricultural use sub-area, 

former rock quarry, and former police kennel to identify 

whether there are significant potential concerns, followed 

by an initial screening investigation of soils in key locations 

to verify whether contaminants are present and, if 

so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

similar to area 13, this area is lacking in adequate 

infrastructure, as shown in Figure 5-30. old water, power, 

and communication lines from the former orchard area and 

the Municipal corrections institution are no longer in use, 

and have likely been abandoned for forty years. access is 

poor due to the substandard conditions of the abandoned 

road that connects this site to ozark road and raytown 

road. if a main north-south road is planned for future 

area 14
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FiGure 5- 29 |  area 14 Map

Former agricultural use areas

Former Quarry

Former police Kennel

areas for future 
environmental investigation
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former agricultural use sub-area, former 
rock quarry, and former police kennel

•	 conduct additional investigations of the former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

l M H

l M H

FiGure 5- 30 |  area 14 oVerView

3.9 acres

development, main lines for utilities such as sanitary, 

water, power, and communication should be upgraded or 

developed which would allow for secondary utility lines to 

feed development throughout the east side.

recoMMended use

physiographic features and future access from raytown 

and ozark road make area 14 most suitable for mixed 

use residential, institutional/civic, and/or destination 

commercial (Figure 5-30). users like residents, 

employees, and consumers will help provide an active 

connection between uses on the east side. because 

area 14 is relatively small, the end use of this area 

should build off of adjacent development sites. building 

off adjacent uses ensures the compatibility and can 

spark synergies that otherwise might not be realized. 

  existing road| looking northeast

  Former livestock holding area| looking north

1 4



0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000500
Feet ¯

15

Eastwood HIlls Elementary

Eastwood Hills 
Community Center

Potential Mixed 
Use Node

Potential Mixed 
Use Node

Potential Mixed 
Use Node

Potential Mixed 
Use Node

Potential Mixed 
Use Node

Eastwood Trafficway 
Commercial Center

Harvester’s Community 
Food Network 

435

70

KCS Railroad

UP Railroad KCS Railro
ad

UP Railroad

Blue River

BNSF Rail
road

Coal Mine Road

Round Grove Creek

Ro

und Grove Creek

Leeds Industiral 
Park

Skiles Park

Blue Banks Park

Eastwood Park

Vineyard Park

Sports Complex Park

B
lu

e 
R

id
ge

 C
ut

of
f

Raytown

 Rock Island Railroad corridor

Raytown

I 4
35

I 70

Blue

Stadium

Royal

E
as

te
rn

39th

Oza
rk

47th

Coal Mine

Chiefs

51st

Clar
y

S
ki

le
s

40th41st

49th

La
nc

er

Fu
lle

r

Red
 C

oa
t

48th

W
in

ch
es

te
r

45th

50th

To
pp

in
g

43rd

P
ar

k

Hard
es

ty

Ararat

Fa
irw

ay

38th

Fr
em

on
t

M
arsh

B
rig

ht
on

Ea
st

Blue Banks

Li
st

er

44th

W
all

ac
e

C
he

ls
ea

Palmer

Manchester

52nd

Be
lm

ea
de

Q
ui

nc
y

Wyndale

Sy
ca

m
or

e

B
el

la
ire

Colonial

Lawndale

47th

49th

I 4
35

51st

47th

50th

49th

41st

49th

I 70

40th

Ha
rd

es
ty

48th

40th

C
he

ls
ea

41st

Wallace

47th

39th

Em
an

ue
l C

le
av

er
 II

 B
lv

d

E Stadium Dr.

Sni A Bar RdSni A Bar Rd

81 - -  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

herbicide/pesticide, stored hazardous waste chemicals, 

storage houses), former agricultural use areas (potential 

herbicide/pesticide, sawmill and dairy operations, grain 

silo and feed house operations, vehicle machinery 

maintenance, storage tanks, quarry operations, storage 

houses), and the former police kennel (potential 

herbicide/pesticide, rodenticides used in dog food 

storage). currently some restrictions (deed restriction) 

on residential uses exist on 1.25 acres of the former hehs 

site. other potential concerns, however, do not preclude 

the suggested commercial, institutional, and residential 

land uses for area 15. with the exception of the hehs 

site, there is no other environmental data to confirm 

the presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due 

diligence” environmental assessment  is recommended for 

the former agricultural use sub-area and the former police 

kennel to identify whether there are significant potential 

concerns, followed by an initial screening investigation of 

soils in key locations to verify whether contaminants are 

present and, if so, their type and extent. 

siTe descripTion

area 15 is characterized by some of the highest 

elevations on the east side of the site with views 

of arrowhead stadium, a rural character, rolling 

topography with some steep slopes, soils classified as 

Knox-urban land complex, Knox silty clay loam, and 

snead-rock outcrop complex, and relatively dense 

vegetation with some clearings which indicate the 

past uses of the former health emergency hazmat 

site (hehs), the former police kennel, and agricultural 

use from the former Municipal Farm. about sixty 

percent of the area has slopes ranging from 3% - 8%. 

approximately thirty percent of the area has slopes 

ranging from 8% to 15%, with the remaining areas 

having steeper slopes generally from 15% to 30%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 15 is of moderate environmental concern, with 

a moderate level of data uncertainty.  potential 

environmental concerns include the former health 

emergency hazmat site (hehs) (potential for rat bait, 

area 15
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FiGure 5- 31 |  area 15 Map
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former agricultural use areas and the 
former police kennel

•	 evaluate current status of the hehs site. review 
available documents from the former hehs 
environmental assessment and conduct additional 
sampling if the deed restriction limits the 
preferred use for the area

•	 conduct additional investigations of the former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

l M H

l M H

FiGure 5- 32 |  area 15 oVerView

24.2 acres
inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

area 15 is largely devoid of infrastructure, as 

shown in Figure 5-32.  an old water line, power, and 

communication line once served various farming 

activities within area 15, but would have to be tested 

before reuse. internal roads and access is poor due 

to the substandard conditions of the abandoned 

roads. if a main north-south road is planned for future 

development, main lines for utilities such as sanitary, 

water, power, and communication should be upgraded or 

developed which would allow for secondary utility lines 

to feed development throughout the east side. 

recoMMended use

Great views, potential for good access from raytown 

road, and the beauty of the natural environment make 

this area ideal for a significant development. Mixed use 

residential, institutional/civic, and destination commercial 

uses could bring an appreciable amount of people to the 

site, which would complement the vast amount of open 

space within the Municipal Farm property (Figure 5-32). 

Future development should complement the surrounding 

future uses, build community amenities, and take 

contribute to the vision of creating a robust program of 

education, research, and recreation. 

  clearing on top of hill| looking southeast

  Former hazmat storage site | looking northwest
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siTe descripTion

area 16’s primary use is currently a parking lot for the 

adjacent soap box derby. historically, this area was largely 

a potters fields. efforts are currently underway to identify 

the exact boundary of these historic cemeteries. area 16 

is characterized by moderate topography with some steep 

slopes, soils ranging from Knox-urban land complex, snead-

urban land complex, Knox silty clay loam, and snead-rock 

outcrop complex, and vegetation partly cleared for the 

existing soap box derby track and parking lot with dense 

tree cover towards the north half of the area.  area 16 has 

a visual connection with area 18 because area 17 sets up 

a linear view corridor between the two areas. area 16 is 

accessible from eastern, but is considerably higher than the 

road, therefore the slope on the access road is steep. about 

fifty percent of the area has slopes ranging from 3% - 8%, 

with the remaining slopes ranging from 8% -15%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 16 is of moderate environmental concern, with 

a moderate level of data uncertainty.  potential 

environmental concerns include the potter’s field 

(potential for embalming fluid), former agricultural use 

sub-area (potential for pesticides/herbicides), and the 

former woman’s reformatory (potential for petroleum-

related contaminant). These potential concerns, 

however, do not preclude the suggested institutional, 

recreation, and productive landscape land uses for area 

16. presently, there is no environmental data to confirm 

the presence of contamination. a preliminary or “due 

diligence” environmental assessment is recommended 

for the former agricultural use sub-area, potter’s field, 

and the former women’s correctional facility to identify 

whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soils in 

key locations to verify whether contaminants are present 

and, if so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

area 16 is close to main utility lines, but is largely devoid of 

interior infrastructure, as shown in Figure 5-34. power and 

communication lines run along eastern avenue, and could 

easily be assessed for future development. sanitary lines 

could also be easily accessed as they run through this site 

area 16
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FiGure 5- 33 |  area 16 Map
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areas for future 
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the former agricultural use sub-area, potter’s 
field, and former women’s correctional facility

•	 conduct additional investigations of the former 
agricultural use sub-area, including sampling of 
sediment at drainage relief point that is down-
gradient from the majority of the area

•	 survey the potters fields to help delineate the 
boundaries and conduct additional historical 
research and interviews to gather data about grave 
burial practices

l M H

l M H

  overlooking eastern road | looking northwest

  wooded area | looking northeast

FiGure 5- 34 |  area 16 oVerView

6.5 acres

to the Kcpd patrol support unit, which then head to the 

main trunk line along round Grove creek. There is not a 

water line along eastern avenue, but future development 

could tap in to the main line along ozark road. eastern 

avenue is largely undeveloped and has some tight turns 

in the road due to the round Grove creek crossing. due to 

the elevation change from the parking lot in this area to 

eastern avenue, the access point is steep.  

recoMMended use

The physiographic features, access, and historical 

potters field make this area suitable for habitat 

restoration, productive landscapes, and institutional/

civic uses (Figure 5-34). as improvements or specific 

development projects are considered, respecting the 

potters field should be a priority. 
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siTe descripTion

area 17 includes the existing soap box derby track 

running north-south, with the lowest part towards the 

center of the area. area 17 has a unique relationship 

between areas 16 and 18 because of the linear view this 

area creates. no existing signs of the historical potters 

field can be seen. efforts are currently underway to 

identify the exact boundaries of this historic cemetery 

in the Municipal Farm cemetery boundaries delineation 

project. area 17 is characterized by rolling topography, 

soils classified as Knox-urban land complex, snead-

urban land complex, and Knox silty clay loam, and 

vegetation including turf grass and some tree canopy 

along the perimeter. about fifty percent of the area has 

slopes ranging from 3% to 8%, while the remaining 

area has slopes ranging from 8% to 30%.  

brownField sTaTus

area 17 is of moderate environmental concern, with a 

high level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the police department patrol support 

unit (potential for unknown contaminants historical 

and current maintenance and materials storage), 

former Tuberculosis hospital and dump site (potential 

for biological and unknown contaminants), and the 

potter’s field (potential for embalming fluid). These 

potential concerns, however, do not preclude the 

suggested institutional, recreation, and productive 

landscape land uses for area 17. presently, there 

is no environmental data to confirm the presence 

of contamination. a preliminary or “due diligence” 

environmental assessment is recommended for the 

former Tuberculosis hospital and dump site, patrol 

support unit, and the potters field to identify whether 

there are significant potential concerns, followed by an 

initial screening investigation of soils in key locations 

to verify whether contaminants are present and, if 

so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

similar to area 16, this area is close to main utility 

lines, but is largely devoid of interior infrastructure, as 

area 17
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FiGure 5- 35 |  area 17 Map

potters Field

Kc Mo police dept. patrol support unit

Former Tuberculosis hospital

Former Tuberculosis hospital dump site

areas for future 
environmental investigation
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
of the police department patrol support unit, 
former Tuberculosis hospital and dump site, and 
the potters field

•	 phase i and ii environmental assessment 
recommended for both the former tuberculosis 
hospital and dump site

•	 survey the potters fields to help delineate the 
boundaries and conduct additional historical 
research and interviews to gather data about grave 
burial practices

l M H

l M H

FiGure 5- 36 |  area 17 oVerView

5.7 acres

shown in Figure 5-36. power and communication lines 

run along eastern avenue, and could easily be assessed 

for future development. sanitary lines could also be 

easily accessed as they run through this site to the Kdpd 

patrol support unit, which then flows to the main trunk 

line along round Grove creek. There is not a water line 

along eastern avenue, but future development could tap 

in to the line that feeds the Kcpd patrol support unit 

from raytown road. The soap box derby Track runs 

north-south through this area, but is only accessed from 

the parking lot located in area 16.

recoMMended use

although some location constraints on future 

development exist with the existing soap box derby and 

the historic potters fields, it’s possible that institutional/

civic uses could positively activate this side of the 

Municipal Farm property between eastern road and the 

soap box derby track (Figure 5-36). low impact uses 

such as habitat restoration, productive landscapes, and 

recreation destination are also compatible uses that, 

through design, could improve the site’s connectedness, 

create many environmental benefits (improved water 

quality, reduce erosion, provide habitat), and be a way to 

celebrate the historic potters fields. 

existing box car derby | looking north 
between  derby Track and eastern road
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87 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 18 is characterized by its views of arrowhead 

stadium, relatively flat with some gentle slopes, soils 

classified as Knox-urban land complex with some Knox 

silty clay loam and snead-urban land complex, turf 

grass vegetation with dense tree canopy along the 

perimeter of the area, and the existing Kansas city, 

police department patrol support unit (including a police 

helicopter pad and K-9 Training Facility). about sixty 

percent of the area has slopes ranging from 1% to 3%, 

while the remaining area has slopes ranging from 3% to 

8%. area 18 is one of the highest points of elevation on 

the east side of the site. although slopes within the area 

are moderate, the slopes around area 18 are generally 

very steep as they descend into the banks of round 

Grove creek. area 18 has a visual connection with area 

16 because area 17 sets up a linear view corridor between 

the two areas. indications of some building foundations 

can be seen in this area 18 from the former Tuberculosis 

hospital which was demolished in 1971.

brownField sTaTus

area 18 is of moderate environmental concern, 

with a moderate level of data uncertainty. potential 

environmental concerns include the police department 

patrol support unit (potential for unknown contaminants 

historical and current maintenance and materials 

storage) and the former Tuberculosis hospital and dump 

site (potential for biological and unknown contaminants). 

These potential concerns, however, do not preclude the 

suggested commercial and institutional land uses for 

area 18.  presently, there is no environmental data to 

confirm the presence of contamination. a preliminary 

or “due diligence” environmental assessment is 

recommended for the former Tuberculosis hospital 

and dump site and the patrol support unit to identify 

whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soils in 

key locations to verify whether contaminants are present 

and, if so, their type and extent.

area 18
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FiGure 5- 37 |  area 18 Map

Kc Mo police dept. patrol support unit

Former Tuberculosis hospital

Former Tuberculosis hospital dump site

potters Field

areas for future 
environmental investigation
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•	 preliminary environmental assessment 
recommended for the former tuberculosis 
hospital, former tuberculosis dump site, and 
the underground storage tank operations in the 
Kansas city patrol support unit

•	 phase i and ii environmental assessment 
recommended for both the former tuberculosis 
hospital and dump site 

FiGure 5- 38 |  area 18 oVerView

4.6 acres

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

due to its existing use, area 18 has adequate infrastructure, 

as shown in Figure 5-38.  currently with no natural gas 

hookups, the Kcpd patrol support unit uses propane for 

heating. if future development or improvements require 

gas, main lines are located along raytown road and ozark 

road. although access is adequate from eastern avenue, 

there are some tight turns and possible flooding where 

eastern crosses round Grove creek.

recoMMended use

while re-purposing of the site is not necessarily essential 

for immediate development, scenarios should be explored 

that consider what improvements or development 

would support the economic viability, the people, and 

environment of the site as a whole. The physiographic 

features and location make area 18 suitable for habitat 

restoration, productive landscapes, institutional/civic, and 

destination commercial (Figure 5-38).

existing police helicopter facility| looking northeast

View of stadium | photograph looking northeast
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89 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

siTe descripTion

area 19 is tucked between steep slopes to the 

southwest and round Grove creek to the northeast. 

it is characterized by great views of round Grove 

creek, moderate topography with some steep slopes, 

soils primarily of snead-rock outcrop complex with 

some Kennebec silt loam closer to the creek bed, and 

vegetation consisting mostly of dense tree canopy 

except where cleared for the existing Kansas city 

Missouri animal shelter. about sixty percent of the area 

has slopes ranging from 1% to 8 % while the remaining 

area has steep slopes ranging mostly from 15% to 30%. 

brownField sTaTus

area 19 is of low environmental concern, with a low 

level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the animal shelter and its current and 

past operations (on-site incinerators/animal cremators, 

rodenticides in animal food storage areas), and the 

former agricultural use areas (potential herbicides/

pesticides). These potential concerns, however, do not 

preclude the suggested commercial and institutional land 

uses for area 19.  presently, there is no environmental 

data to confirm the presence of contamination. 

a preliminary or “due diligence” environmental 

assessment is recommended for the animal shelter 

and former agricultural use areas to identify whether 

there are significant potential concerns, followed by an 

initial screening investigation of soils in key locations 

to verify whether contaminants are present and, 

if so, their type and extent.

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

all major infrastructure is in adequate condition feeding 

the existing use (Figure 5-40). This area is very close to 

the main sanitary trunk line running along round Grove 

creek, and also a main water line and communication 

line along raytown road. Future development 

should have no problem tying in to main utility lines. 

aside from some steeper roads, this area has good 

access from raytown road. 

area 19
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FiGure 5- 39 |  area 19 Map

animal shelter
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areas for future 
environmental investigation
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•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment 
for former agricultural use areas and the Kansas 
city Missouri animal shelter

•	 evaluate ongoing practices for the operation of 
on-site animal incinerators for compliance with 
the air pollution operating permit

•	 evaluate procedures for use, storage, and 
handling of any potentially hazardous materials 
such as rodenticides for compliance with federal 
and state regulations

•	 conduct additional investigations of former 
croplands, including sampling of sediment at 
drainage relief point that is down-gradient from the 
majority of the area as a biased sampling location

FiGure 5- 40 |  area 19 oVerView

1.9 acres

recoMMended use

although a small area, area 19 is a beautiful site 

perched above round Grove creek. located at the 

entrance to the property, future development in area 

19 could be emblematic of the vision established in 

the sustainable reuse plan. institutional/civic and/or 

destination commercial uses would be well served by 

area 19’s location off of raytown road, adjacency to area 

20’s repowering america’s land study, proximity to 

future trail connections, and adjacency to the potential 

future commuter rail along the rock island rail corridor 

(Figure 5-40). while lower intensity uses such as habitat 

restoration, productive landscapes, and a recreation 

destination are not incompatible with the carrying 

capacity of the land, uses that bring an appreciable 

amount of users would help support the rest of the 

property by creating jobs, attracting people for recreation, 

and supporting the potential commuter rail. re-purposing 

of the existing animal shelter is not necessarily essential 

for immediate development, but scenarios should 

be explored that consider what improvements or 

development would support the economic viability, the 

people, and environment of the site as a whole. 

  existing animal control facility | looking west
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91 - -  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

brownField sTaTus

area 20 is of moderate environmental concern, with a 

high level of data uncertainty. potential environmental 

concerns include the former agricultural use sub-area 

(potential herbicide/pesticide) and the round Grove 

creek landfill (non-brownfield site). significant potential 

concerns associated with the structural stability of 

the former round Grove creek landfill require further 

investigation prior to development. presently, there 

is no environmental data to confirm the presence 

of contamination. a preliminary or “due diligence” 

environmental assessment is recommended for the 

former landfill and former agricultural use areas to 

identify whether there are significant potential concerns, 

followed by an initial screening investigation of soils 

in key locations to verify whether contaminants are 

present and, if so, their type and extent. 

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

although close to most major utilities along the perimeter, 

area 20 is largely devoid of interior infrastructure, as 

shown in Figure 5-42. Future development could tap in 

siTe descripTion

area 20 is characterized by relatively flat topography 

generally draining southwest towards round Grove 

creek, grassy vegetation with some scattered trees 

and dense canopy along the creek corridor, and soils 

primarily located on udarents-urban land complex 

with some Kennebec silt loam along the creek corridor. 

beyond the soils mapped by the nrcs soil survey, 

actual composition is unknown and likely highly variable 

due to the past use of this area as the round Grove 

creek landfill which was active from about 1971 to 1972. 

This area is park property, which, unless altered, has 

some implications that regulate use. basically all of 

area 20 slopes gradually down to the banks of round 

Grove creek ranging mostly from 1% to 3%, with some 

steeper slopes around the access road that spurs from 

raytown road. area 20 has some of the best access 

and visibility of the whole Municipal Farm site. while the 

visibility and access lend themselves to development, 

a better understanding of the landfill is needed before 

development could take place. 

area 20
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FiGure 5- 41 |  area 20 Map

round Grove creek landfill

Former agricultural use areas

areas for future 
environmental investigation



l a n d  u s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

sustainable industrial

destination commercial

institutional/civic

Mixed use residential

recreation destination

productive landscape

wetland and/or habitat 
restoration

not 
compatible

most 
compatible

environmental concern level

a r e a - w i d e  b r o w n f i e l d  s u m m a r y

e x i s t i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
w i t h i n  a r e a

level of data uncertainty

recommendations

w
at

er

se
w

er

g
as

g
re

en
 

in
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

lacking

adequate

ac
ce

ss

in
te

rn
al

 
ro

ad
s

nonexistent

p
ow

er

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
io

n

l M H

l M H

•	 conduct phase i and ii environmental site 
assessments on the round Grove creek landfill, 
with a focus on obtaining all available records and 
interviewing city contacts with knowledge regarding 
waste materials in the landfill

•	 evaluate current status of the landfill including 
compliance with permit, bank stability, and maintenance 
deficiencies that might compromise prevention of 
contaminant migration

•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment on 
the former agricultural use areas

•	 conduct additional investigations in the area of former 
agricultural use, including sampling the sediment at 
a drainage relief point that is down-gradient from the 
majority of the area

FiGure 5- 42 |  area 20 oVerView

8.0 acres

round Grove creek landfill | photograph looking northwest

to a main water line, gas line, and communication line 

along raytown road. sanitary is also close by running 

along round Grove creek. There are no power lines along 

raytown road except to provide power to the street lights. 

raytown road currently carries one travel lane in each 

direction, and provides good regional access to area 20. 

recoMMended use

area 20 could generate renewable energy, drive economic 

development, serve as a neighborhood and regional 

amenity, and support the potential future commuter rail. 

The former landfill and park ownership adds layers of 

complexity to future development, but the opportunity 

is huge. located at the entrance to the Municipal Farm 

property, future development in area 20 could be 

emblematic of the vision for sustainable development 

established in this plan. destination commercial and/or 

institutional/civic uses could capture the full potential for 

more of a regional destination if the site proves feasible 

after gaining a better understanding of the landfill 

implications (Figure 5-42). whether or not  challenges from 

the landfill are too great to overcome for structural building, 

creating a productive landscape generating solar energy is 

already gaining traction through the repowering america’s 

land study. uses that offer jobs, attract customers, and 

take advantage of the opportunity for a robust program of 

education, research, and recreation will maximize positive 

impact for the neighborhood and region as a whole. 
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There are several potential environmental concerns (see 

Figure 5-43) because area 21 spans the entire east side 

of the site. These potential concerns, however, do not 

preclude the suggested wetland and habitat restoration 

land use. sampling has been conducted where the 1.25 

acre community garden now exists. That investigation 

indicated that the soil and underground water had 

not been contaminated by historical activities within 

that sub-area. sampling on a portion of the hehs site 

indicated known contamination and resulted in a deed 

restriction within that sub-area. with the exception 

of the hehs site, there is no other environmental 

data to confirm the presence of contamination. a 

preliminary or “due diligence” environmental assessment 

is recommended for each sub-area of potential 

environmental concern as shown in Figure 5-43 and 

listed in Figure 5-44, followed by an initial screening 

investigation of soils in key locations to verify whether 

contaminants are present and,if so, their type and extent.

siTe descripTion

area 21 is characterized by round Grove creek, very 

steep slopes, mostly dense vegetation with heavy 

tree canopy, and soils ranging from rocky to saturated 

including snead-rock outcrop complex, Knox urban 

land complex, Knox silty clay loam, and Kennebec silt 

loam. The steepest slopes follow the diagonal of round 

Grove creek, and are generally northeast facing. 

Theses slopes range from 15% to over 30%.  Most 

of the rainwater from the east side flows into round 

Grove creek, goes under i-435, and then empties into 

the blue river just north of the Municipal Farm site. 

The rainwater that flows into round Grove creek also 

includes a large area northeast of the Municipal Farm 

site including the Truman sports complex. 

brownField sTaTus

area 21 is of moderate environmental concern, with 

portions ranked low, moderate, and high. The overall 

environmental data uncertainty is high due to many 

data gaps and the absence of prior investigations. 

area 21

0 500 1000 2000 3000 4000  feetN

FiGure 5- 43 |  area 21 Map

round Grove creek landfill
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Missouri national Guard armory

areas for future 
environmental investigation
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recommendations

l M H

l M H

•	 conduct a preliminary environmental assessment of the 
patrol support unit, former Tuberculosis hospital and 
dump site, potter’s field, former men’s reformatory, former 
Municipal corrections institution, former agricultural 
use sub-area, former women’s reformatory, former 
police kennel, Kc Mo animal shelter, communication 
tower, former quarry, former canning factory, former city 
workhouse, former orchard, round Grove creek landfill, 
and the Missouri national Guard armory

•	 survey the potters fields to help delineate the boundaries 
and conduct additional historical research and interviews 
to gather data about grave burial practices

•	 evaluate current status of the hehs site

•	 evaluate current status of the landfill

•	 evaluate ongoing practices at the patrol support unit, 
national Guard armory, and the animal shelter

  round Grove creek  | photograph looking north

FiGure 5- 44 |  area 21 oVerView

92.1 acres

inFrasTrucTure sTaTus

some internal utility lines run through area 21, as shown 

in Figure 5-44. however, due to the aging characteristics, 

most should be tested before reuse. if a main north-

south road is planned for future development on the 

east side, main lines for utilities such as sanitary, water, 

power, and communication should be upgraded or 

developed which would allow for secondary utility lines 

to feed development within area 21. 

recoMMended use

The most sustainable use for area 21 is habitat 

restoration (Figure 5-44). as a restored habitat, the 

positive environmental impacts are huge. protecting and 

restoring the steep slopes and drainage patterns provide 

a multitude of ecosystem benefits such as the restoration 

of native species, healthy soils, stable stream banks, 

water recharge, improved water quality, and diverse flora 

and fauna. large swaths of green space also benefit grey 

infrastructure by reducing the capacity needs to carry 

rainwater runoff. with a robust trail network, this area 

could be a regional connection that links pedestrians 

and bicyclists throughout the eastern half of the site 

and provides opportunities to connect to the rock island 

corridor and the Truman sports complex.

2 1
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06:
plan forward



while The inTeGraTed deVelopMenT sTraTeGy and The concepTual land 

use plan Focus on The lonG TerM deVelopMenT For Municipal FarM, The 

plan Forward proVides sTeps and resources To MoVe The plan inTo 

iMpleMenTaTion. This chapTer idenTiFies The MosT criTical nexT sTep 

acTions and connecTs TheM To poTenTial parTners and FundinG, TarGeTs 

prioriTy areas where acTiViTy May caTalyZe deVelopMenT For The siTe 

as a whole, idenTiFies poTenTial proJecTs ThaT aliGn wiTh The Vision 

and GuidinG principals, and proVides a FraMeworK For phasinG ThaT 

illusTraTes seQuencinG relaTionships beTween all coMponenTs oF The 

plan Forward (nexT sTep acTions, prioriTy areas, and poTenTial proJecTs).
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next step actions
nexT sTep acTions enable sTraTeGic Forward MoVeMenT oF The inTeGraTed deVelopMenT 

sTraTeGy (see chapTer 4 For More descripTion oF The sTraTeGy). The nexT sTep acTions 

lisTed below are orGaniZed under each recoMMendaTion FroM The inTeGraTed 

deVelopMenT sTraTeGy. each nexT sTep acTion is described in The FollowinG paGes.  

02

03

01

04

c o n c e n t r a t e  m o r e  i n t e n s e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  s u s t a i n a b l e 
d e s i g n  a r e a s  w h i l e  f o c u s i n g  o n  h a b i t a t  r e s t o r a t i o n  w i t h i n 
r e s t o r a t i v e  d e s i g n  a r e a s

•	 habitat restoration plan

p r o m o t e  l a n d  u s e s  t h a t  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e  a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y s t e m

•	 land use decision process

•	 potters field archeological studies

•	 potters field design competition

•	 build on community garden efforts

c r e a t e  s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t 
r e f l e c t  t h e  u n i q u e  v i s i o n  f o r  m u n i c i p a l  f a r m

•	 development model

•	 implementation committee

•	 Find a champion

•	 real estate market studies

i n v e s t  i n  i n n o v a t i v e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  t o  u p g r a d e  u t i l i t i e s , 
e m p h a s i z i n g  g r e e n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y

•	 assess existing operations and infrastructure

•	 support repowering america

•	 district-wide water reuse feasibility study



05

06

07

i m p r o v e  c o n n e c t e d n e s s  t h r o u g h  m u l t i - m o d a l 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s

•	 upgrade perimeter streets

•	 ozark road upgrade 

•	 sni-a-bar road/e 49th street  upgrade (from skiles park to blue parkway)

•	 coal Mine road upgrade

•	 raytown road upgrade (from the site entrance to blue ridge cutoff)

•	 eastern avenue upgrade

•	 assess coal Mine road choke point

•	 upgrade internal circulation roads

•	 upgrade highway access

•	 Feasibility study, multi-modal connection to sports complex and rock island corridor

p o s i t i o n  m u n i c i p a l  f a r m  a s  a  k e y  l i n k  w i t h i n  a  r e g i o n a l 
t r a i l  n e t w o r k

•	 bicycle/pedestrian bridge feasibility study

•	 perimeter trail schematic design package

•	 internal trail network schematic design package

•	 Trails environmental assessment

l e v e r a g e  b r o w n f i e l d  s i t e s  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c a t a l y z e 
c l e a n u p  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t

•	 Firing range assessment

•	 lafarge environmental assessment

•	 round Grove creek landfill geotechnical assessment

•	 areas 12 and 13 environmental assessment
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n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

HAbITAT RESTORATION PlAN

build partnerships and establish a plan to remove 

invasive vegetation and determine a restoration strategy 

that builds on the work that has been done in the blue 

river Greenway phase ii plan. The site is overrun with 

invasive species (honeysuckle and tree of heaven).  

achieving a healthy ecological system requires significant 

restoration work that should move forward according 

to a unified plan. removal of invasive vegetation would 

likely take 3-5 years and require ongoing maintenance 

thereafter. restoration efforts will be necessary as a 

precondition to some development, and should also 

be incorporated into requirements or incentives as 

development projects take place.  

habitat restoration activities should consider existing 

information on brownfields from the area-wide brownfield 

plan, and should include environmental assessments 

and remediation strategies where necessary. habitat 

restoration should also be used as a strategy to prevent 

accelerated deterioration of the potters field cemeteries.  

The potters field  under the existing firing range abuts 

the round Grove creek streambed. removal of invasive 

species and restoration of native species can protect 

erosion and loss of this important cultural asset. 

as partnerships are built, identify opportunities for 

community involvement to build ownership in the site and 

to provide educational opportunities.

work with partners to explore, define and develop a 

conservation easement to permanently protect sensitive 

restoration areas while accommodating restorative 

development in sustainable design areas. integrate this 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 1 : 

concenTraTe More inTense deVelopMenT wiThin susTainable desiGn areas while 

resTricTinG deVelopMenT in resToraTiVe desiGn areas

esTablish a plan To reMoVe inVasiVe species and iMpleMenT habiTaT resToraTion

c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

step into the work of the land use decision process and 

development model (recommended below) in order to 

maximize both conservation protection and flexibility for 

sustainable development uses. For example, a working 

landscape conservation easement seeks to protect the 

land’s open space and certain natural values while allowing 

continued forestry, ranching, or farming uses. it restricts 

other uses that are incompatible with these objectives. 

The city of Kansas city water services department 

anticipates modification of FeMa floodplain maps in 

2017.  potential modifications to the blue river floodplain 

should be considered as implementation activities for 

Municipal Farm progress.

* 0 - $80K

*



poTenTial parTners

•	 Missouri department of conservation 

•	 Kansas city wildlands

•	 blue river watershed association 

•	 heartland Tree alliance .

•	 Grow native

•	 economic development commission

•	 workforce investment board

•	 Full employment council

•	 Missouri river relief/project blue river rescue

•	 Green works Kc

•	 city of Kansas city: water services 

department, parks & recreation department

•	 u.s. army corps of engineers

•	 school districts

•	 blue river watershed association

•	 earth riders Trail association

•	 eastwood hills neighborhood association

•	 bridging The Gap

•	 conservation organizations (ducks 

unlimited, pheasants Forever, audubon)

•	 Trust for public land

FundinG resources

•	 Missouri department  of conservation (Mdc)

•	 Mdc Forest stewardship program 

•	 Mdc conservation reserve program

•	 Mdc small watershed Managwement program

•	 Mdc state Forest nursery

•	 Mdc Tree resource improvement 

Maintenance (TriM) Grant

•	 Mdc community stewardship Grant program

•	 Mdc community assistance program

•	 Missouri department of natural 

resources (Mdnr)

•	 Mdnr recreational Trails program

•	 Mdnr land and water conservation Fund

•	 Mdnr section 319 nonpoint source 

watershed plan implementation subgrants

•	 Mdnr water protection Financial assistance

•	 Mdnr nonpoint source Grants

•	 u.s. department of housing and 

urban development (hud): “choice 

neighborhood initiative” grants

•	 epa : superfund, brownfields, environmental 

Justice, water programs, Targeted watershed 

Grants, wetland protection Grants

•	 usace: section 1135 and 206 programs

•	 Mid-america regional council (Marc): 

regulatory assistance, planning, 

green infrastructure assistance

•	 national resource conservation service 

Technical service provider assistance

•	 Federal highway administration 

Transportation enhancement Grant

•	 national audubon society and Toyota 

Together Green innovation Grant

•	 department of interior/Fish and wildlife conservation 

Technical assistance and ccpi program

*
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 2 : 

deVelop land uses ThaT worK ToGeTher To creaTe a coMprehensiVe sysTeM

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

lAND USE DECISION PROCESS

define and implement a process that articulates 

the criteria by which development proposals can be 

evaluated will ensure projects that are in line with the 

vision, guiding principles, and recommendations of the 

Municipal Farm sustainable reuse plan. This process 

should involve stakeholders and the implementation 

committee, and should integrate operations of relevant 

city departments. apply this process to development 

proposals, funding pursuits, tenant lease agreements, 

operation and maintenance.

The implementation committee should use the land use 

decision process to ensure each potential development 

project is assessed within the broader context of the 

neighborhood and within the Municipal Farm property 

to maximize the potential for economic development, 

livability, environmental resilience, efficiency, resource 

reuse, and innovation.

esTablish a plan To reMoVe inVasiVe species and iMpleMenT habiTaT resToraTion

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive



r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 2 : 

deVelop land uses ThaT worK ToGeTher To creaTe a coMprehensiVe sysTeM

continuing efforts to delineate the boundaries of 

the potters fields is the first step in respecting the 

historic use and opening the door for a reuse that 

engages people to celebrate the history.  potters Field 

cemeteries boundary delineation project recommends 

archeological studies of the potters field located under 

the firing range, as well as the former tuberculosis 

trash pit.  These studies will clearly identify the areas 

that should be protected from future disturbance, will 

specifically delineate boundaries for development of 

future land uses, and will provide valuable historical 

information regarding Municipal Farm’s cultural assets. 

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

POTTERS fIElD ARCHEOlOGICAl STUDIES
FinaliZe inVesTiGaTions To delineaTe boundaries oF poTTers Field ceMeTeries

poTenTial parTners

•	 association for Gravestone studies

•	 Missouri state historic preservation office

•	 Midwest afro-american Genealogical 

interest coalition (MaGic)

•	 Gloria lundy (leeds cemetery 

Families representative)

•	 eastwood hills neighborhood

•	 historic Kansas city FoundationJackson 

county historical society

•	 society for historical archaeology

•	 Missouri archaeological society

•	 Kansas city archaeological society

•	 university of Missouri anthropology department

•	 university of Kansas anthropology department

FundinG sources

•	 historic Kansas city Foundation

•	 Mdnr 

•	 national Trust for historic preservation 

(technical assistance)

•	 american express partners in 

preservation program

•	 andrew w. Mellon Foundation

•	 The Kinsman Foundation

•	 national endowment for the humanities

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

archeological studies may be completed by professional 

archeologists, or by  a university research team and 

students to enhance educational benefits. Final boundaries 

should be registered with the county recorder of deeds. 

c o s t

$$$$

* 0 - $80K

*
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c o s t

$$$$

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

POTTERS fIElD DESIGN COMPETITION

host a community-judged design competition for a 

landmark to memorialize and celebrate the cultural 

resource and historical asset of the Municipal Farm 

potters fields. design concepts should celebrate 

history while incorporating the other guiding 

principles and recommendations of the Municipal Farm 

sustainable reuse plan. 

as recommended by the  potters Field cemetaries 

boundary delineation project,  designs should 

enhance appearance of the potters fields and enhance 

pedestrian accessibility. designs may also incorporate 

habitat restoration and the internal trails network, as 

recommended by this plan.  

hosT a desiGn coMpeTiTion To celebraTe and MeMorialiZe These hisTorical asseTs 

poTenTial parTners

•	 Kansas city design center

•	 university of Missouri- Kansas city

•	 university of Missouri- columbia

•	 university of Kansas

•	 Kansas state university

•	 professional design Firms

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

* 0 - $80K

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 2 : 

deVelop land uses ThaT worK ToGeTher To creaTe a coMprehensiVe sysTeM



c o s t

$$$$

poTenTial parTners

•	 Kansas city community Gardens 

•	 cultivate Kansas city 
      

FundinG sources

•	 usda

•	 Missouri department of agriculture

•	 private funding sources with a focus on 

community, food and agriculture

building support and capacity for the existing 

community garden is a good first step in making 

apparent the rich agricultural history of the site. 

building partnerships could also help link resources and 

potential for projects related to healthy food systems on 

the Municipal Farm property.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

bUIlD ON COMMUNITY GARDEN EffORTS
enhance The worK oF The exisTinG easTwood hills neiGhborhood coMMuniTy Garden

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

*

* 0 - $80K

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 2 : 

deVelop land uses ThaT worK ToGeTher To creaTe a coMprehensiVe sysTeM
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 3 : 

creaTe susTainable econoMic deVelopMenT sTraTeGies ThaT reFlecT The uniQue Vision For 

Municipal FarM

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

IMPlEMENTATION COMMITTEE

This group of community members, key stakeholders, 

city staff and the project champion should lead the 

implementation of plan recommendations and the initial 

steps within this plan Forward. look to participants of 

the planning process to identify interested members for 

the implementation committee.

iniTiaTe an iMpleMenTaTion coMMiTTee responsible For TaKinG acTion wiTh plan 

recoMMendaTions

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

DEVElOPMENT MODEl

a majority of the Municipal Farm project will likely 

advance in conjunction with the selection of a 

development partner and the pursuit of a public/private 

partnership. The duration of the project timeline and the 

diverse uses require a carefully thought out partnership 

model.  upon the completion of the plan:

•	  investigate partnership models 

that honor the plan’s intent.

•	  write a request for proposals to be 

distributed to development partners. 

•	 select a development partner and finalize 

an agreement on the model. 

•	 commit to an agreement whereby the developer 

and city agree to cost sharing on required 

infrastructure and brownfield remediation.

esTablish a deVelopMenT Model To proacTiVely pursue proJecTs

•	  it may be appropriate to design (but wait 

to construct) the major infrastructure 

improvements at this time.

•	 work with the development partner to assemble 

appropriate grant applications, incentive 

opportunities, and to define which parts of the 

site should be included in the agreement.

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive



c o s t

$$$$

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

fIND A CHAMPION

once a public-private partnership has been established, 

the city of Kansas city must remain actively involved in 

the project to market the site’s potential and proactively 

approach partners. senior public officials must be willing 

to be actively involved, with one public official acting 

as a champion to move the effort forward. assigning 

a planning and development staff member to monitor 

the performance of the development partnership and 

evaluate progress will assure success.

idenTiFy an indiVidual or orGaniZaTion To chaMpion The proGress oF plan iMpleMenTaTion

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

REAl ESTATE MARKET STUDIES

The implementation committee should use the land use 

decision process to ensure each potential development 

project is assessed within the broader context of the 

neighborhood and within the Municipal Farm property 

to maximize the potential for economic development, 

livability, environmental resilience, efficiency, resource 

reuse, and innovation.

proacTiVely seeK and aliGn FuTure proJecTs To MaxiMiZe poTenTial oF The siTe 

wiThin iTs conTexT and For The siTe as a whole

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 3 : 

creaTe susTainable econoMic deVelopMenT sTraTeGies ThaT reFlecT The uniQue Vision For 

Municipal FarM

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

* 0 - $80K

*
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c o s t

$$$$

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 4 : 

inVesT in innoVaTiVe TechnoloGies To upGrade uTiliTies, eMphasiZinG Green inFrasTrucTure 

and renewable enerGy

Targeting existing uses to study the potential for green 

infrastructure and renewable energy improvements is 

an opportunity for short-term improvements that lead 

by example. in addition to potential improvements, 

efficiency and opportunities for material reuse should be 

assessed. examples include integrating stormwater best 

management practices with the public works facility, and 

conducting habitat restoration in conjunction with the 

corp of engineers floodplain improvements.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

ASSESS ExISTING OPERATIONS AND 
INfRASTRUCTURE
assess exisTinG operaTions and inFrasTrucTure To TarGeT exisTinG uses For Green 

inFrasTrucTure and renewable enerGy upGrades

poTenTial parTners

•	 Kansas city, Mo parks and recreation

•	 Jackson county, Mo parks and recreation

•	 Kansas city, Mo water services department

•	 Metropolitan energy center (job training)

•	 department of labor supported 

job training, focusing on solar array 

training, via state/local wib’s

•	 epa environmental Finance center 

(university of  north carolina)

•	 american council for an energy efficient 

environment (aceee) (technical assistance)

FundinG sources

•	 bureau of reclamation  water reuse 

and reclamation Grants 

•	 epa national student design 

competition for sustainability

•	 epa non point source management grants

•	 epa green infrastructure technical assistance

•	 office of energy efficiency 

and renewable energy

•	 national association of state energy officials

•	 Mo department of agriculture – renewable 

energy; conversation of resources

•	 city of Kansas city, Mo parks and recreation 

•	 Jackson county, Mo parks and recreation

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

* $80K - $250K

*



r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 4 : 

inVesT in innoVaTiVe TechnoloGies To upGrade uTiliTies, eMphasiZinG Green inFrasTrucTure 

and renewable enerGy

The results from the feasibility study should be utilized 

to catalyze the implementation of renewable energy on 

the Municipal Farm property. next steps could include 

an assessment of energy needs for existing uses and 

potential development projects and could work in 

cooperation with the removal of invasive species for 

biomass.  Three projects which have some traction and 

real potential for implementation are included in the 

potential projects section of the plan Forward.

next steps to move forward with projects include:

•	 identify funds and then solicit proposals 

to design a specific renewable energy 

development to meet the identified needs.

•	  prepare a solicitation seeking proposals from public, 

private or institutional partners for a renewable 

energy development consistent with identified needs. 

•	 negotiate purchase power agreements 

or similar arrangements between Kcp&l, 

the city and the selected partners. 

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

SUPPORT REPOWERING AMERICA
supporT and build on The repowerinG aMerica FeasibiliTy sTudy

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive*
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c o s t

$$$$

$$$

processes and infrastructure that reuse rainwater and 

wastewater will benefit the environment and could also 

be a cost-effective way to supply new development 

with utilities that use green infrastructure instead of 

gray infrastructure. a district-wide system could serve 

development on the Municipal Farm property in addition 

to the adjacent neighborhood.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

DISTRICT-WIDE WATER REUSE fEASIbIlITY STUDY
conducT a FeasibiliTy sTudy To inVesTiGaTe The reQuireMenTs and cosTs oF disTricT-

wide Fresh waTer and wasTewaTer inFrasTrucTure usinG rainwaTer capTure and 

naTural sysTeM wasTe FilTraTion

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 city of Kansas city, Mo water services

•	 developers

•	 Kansas city power & light

•	 Missouri Gas energy

FundinG sources

•	 Missouri department of natural 

resources (Mdnr) water protection 

Financial assistance center

•	 Mdnr 310 nonpoint source project Grants

•	 Mdnr state revolving Fund

•	 epa environmental Finance center 

(university of north carolina)

•	 epa Green infrastructure 

technical assistance grants

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

* $80K - $250K

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 4 : 

inVesT in innoVaTiVe TechnoloGies To upGrade uTiliTies, eMphasiZinG Green inFrasTrucTure 

and renewable enerGy



*
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c o s t

$$$$

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 : 

iiMproVe connecTedness ThrouGh MulTi-Modal TransporTaTion sTraTeGies

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

UPGRADE PERIMETER STREETS

road improvements along key routes will enhance    

multi-modal access to the site. streetscape 

improvements will provide for safe and pedestrian and 

bicycle travel, and will enhance regional and internal 

trail connectsions as recommended later in this plan.  

improvements can also incorporate habitat restoration 

and other flood mitigation practices.  several specifica 

upgrades are recommended below. 

improvements on ozark road could include repaired 

sidewalks, bike lanes, and appropriate streetscape 

amenities such as street lighting. These improvements 

would help stop illegal dumping and promote biking 

and walking connections from the neighborhood to the 

amenities on the Municipal Farm property.

integrating sidewalks, bike lanes, and appropriate 

streetscape amenities such as street lighting on 

raytown road from eastern avenue to blue ridge 

cutoff would help create an entry to the Municipal Farm 

property and would provide necessary infrastructure to 

promote safe and enjoyable walking and biking from the 

neighborhood to the Municipal Farm property.

improving coal Mine road and the adjacent trail into 

a naturalized complete street would accommodate 

all modes of transportation and integrate prairie 

plantings and trees into a seamless and attractive 

movement corridor for pedestrians, bicyclist, buses, and 

automobiles.

improvements on sni-a-bar/e 49th street from skiles 

park to blue parkway could include sidewalks, bike lanes, 

and appropriate streetscape amenities such as street 

lighting, benches, and trash cans. creating a continuous 

loop of good pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure will 

promote these modes of transportation and improve 

access from the neighborhood to amenities at the 

Municipal Farm property.

rayTown road upGrade (FroM The siTe 

enTrance To blue ridGe cuToFF)

upGrade periMeTer sTreeTs To include sTreeTscape aMeniTies and saFe pedesTrian 

and bicycle access

oZarK road upGrade coal Mine road upGrade

sni-a-bar road/e 49Th sTreeT  upGrade 

(FroM sKiles parK To blue parKway)

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

* $1 M - $5 M planning, design, and construction (per each street upgrade)

*



r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 : 

iiMproVe connecTedness ThrouGh MulTi-Modal TransporTaTion sTraTeGies

improvements should include an assessment of the 

flooding issue at the lower portion of eastern avenue, 

an important access issue for existing and future 

development. . solutions should both resolve the 

flooding issue over the road and improve stream bank 

stability and health. Future development projects on 

the east side of the site should be designed to integrate 

green infrastructure solutions in order to minimize 

negative impacts (including flooding) near stream 

corridors. 

easTern aVenue upGrade

 FundinG sources

•	 private or non-profit funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac (summer 2013)

•	 special district or Tax increment financing 

(including community improvement and 

neighborhood improvement districts) 

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county (capital Funding)

•	 Mid-america regional council 

•	 creating sustainable places program

•	 Transportation enhancement program

•	 Federal surface Transportation 

program (sTp) Funding (Transportation 

improvement program)

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Missouri department of natural resources 

•	 recreational Trails program 

•	 land and water conservation Fund

•	 Federal highway administration

•	 Transportation, community and 

system preservation program (Tcsp) 

and other specifically focused Federal 

discretionary programs (expected 

timeframe winter 2012-2013)

•	 Federal line item allocations (earmarks)

•	 Future TiGer/arra type discretionary 

grant program funding

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

•	 loan options

•	  Missouri Transportation Finance corporation

•	 programs that may fund transportation in 

addition to other project elements (such as 

state and local assistance act funds and hud 

community development block Grants)

*
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c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

ASSESS COAl MINE ROAD CHOKE POINT

addressing the choke point on coal Mine road will improve 

access to the site from the north. assessment could 

include feasibility of alternative paths for realignment to 

help identify solutions. if the road is realigned, this portion 

of coal Mine road could be dedicated solely to pedestrian 

and bicycle traffic, which could ultimately resolve the 

automobile choke point. coal Mine road bicycle traffic 

could connect to the east side of the site through a path 

that travels under i-435. This study should also consider 

the impacts of flooding in relationship to the design of the 

road, and the potential for the road to serve as a levee for 

certifiable flood protection of the site.

conducT a FeasibiliTy and realiGnMenT sTudy For coal Mine road/winchesTer road 

FundinG sources

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 department Funding

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac (summer 2013)

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing 

(including community improvement and 

neighborhood improvement districts) 

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county (department, outside 

agency, or special Funding)

•	 Mid-america regional council 

•	 Transportation and community 

development Funding (2013 budget)

•	 Federal surface Transportation 

program (sTp) Funding (Transportation 

improvement program)

•	 Federal congestion Mitigation / air 

Quality program (cMaQ) Funding

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Federal highway administration

•	 Transportation, community and system 

preservation program (Tcsp) 

•	 Federal line item allocations (earmarks)

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

•	 programs that may fund transportation in 

addition to other project elements (such as 

state and local assistance act funds and hud 

community development block Grants)

* $80K - $250K assessment only

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 : 

iiMproVe connecTedness ThrouGh MulTi-Modal TransporTaTion sTraTeGies



c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

UPGRADE INTERNAl CIRCUlATION ROADS

on the east side of the site, develop a north-south 

spine (largely following the existing abandoned road) 

connecting raytown road to ozark road.

on the west side of the site, develop a collector road 

to provide access to and connect development sites 

within the area.

upGrade/deVelop inTernal circulaTion roads To creaTe access For Key 

deVelopMenT siTes

 
FundinG sources

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac (summer 2013)

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing 

(including community improvement and 

neighborhood improvement districts) 

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county (capital Funding)

•	 Mid-america regional council 

•	 Federal surface Transportation 

program (sTp) Funding (Transportation 

improvement program)

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Federal highway administration

•	 Federal discretionary programs 

•	 Federal line item allocations (earmarks)

•	 Future TiGer/arra type discretionary 

grant program funding

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

•	 loan options 

•	 Missouri Transportation Finance corporation

•	 programs that may fund transportation in 

addition to other project elements (such as 

state and local assistance act funds and hud 

community development block Grants)

*

* east side cost estimate $1 M - $5 M planning, design, and construction 
(assumes approximately one-half mile of new roadway, probably at the upper 
end of the range, does not include environmental mitigation or remediation)

west side cost estimate $5M - 15M planning, design, and construction 
(assumes approximately one mile of new roadway, probably at the upper 
end of the range, does not include environmental mitigation or remediation)

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 : 
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c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

UPGRADE HIGHWAY ACCESS

while the proximity to stadium drive and i-70 

interchanges would make the creation of a full-access 

interchange difficult, it is recommended that the 

possibility of providing better access from the north, 

through braided ramps, collector-distributor roads, or 

some other means be explored.

if it is determined unfeasible, the i-70/raytown road 

interchange does provide full access, and could be 

considered an alternative location for improvements.

conducT a FeasibiliTy sTudy To upGrade The i-435-/rayTown road inTerchanGe To 

serVe all MoVeMenTs  

 
FundinG sources 

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 department Funding

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing 

(including community improvement and 

neighborhood improvement districts) 

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county

•	 Mid-america regional council (Marc)

•	 Transportation and community 

development Funding

•	 Federal surface Transportation 

program (sTp) Funding 

•	 Federal congestion Mitigation / air 

Quality program (cMaQ) Funding

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Federal highway administration

•	 Transportation, community and 

system preservation program

•	 Federal line item allocations (earmarks)

•	 Future TiGer/arra type discretionary 

grant program funding

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

•	 programs that may fund transportation in 

addition to other project elements (such as 

state and local assistance act funds and hud 

community development block Grants)

* $80K - $250K  initial feasibility study only

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 : 

iiMproVe connecTedness ThrouGh MulTi-Modal TransporTaTion sTraTeGies



c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

fEASIbIlITY STUDY, MUlTI-MODAl CONNECTION TO 
SPORTS COMPlEx AND ROCK ISlAND CORRIDOR

preliminary planning work related to the Jackson county 

commuter corridor alternatives analysis identified a 

potential rail stop near the Truman sports complex, within 

a short distance of the Municipal Farm site. Topography 

and conservation recommendations from the stream 

asset inventory make a direct connection challenging, but 

potential synergies between future development of these 

two sites warrants a thorough assessment to identify 

potential multi-modal connections.  

conducT a FeasibiliTy sTudy To deTerMine MulTi-Modal connecTions beTween The 

Municipal FarM siTe and FuTure rail sTops alonG The rocK island corridor

 
FundinG sources

•	 Jackson county sports authority

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city area Transportation authority (KcaTa)

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 department Funding

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county (department, outside 

agency, or special Funding)

•	 Mid-america regional council (Marc)

•	 Transportation and community 

development Funding

•	 planning sustainable places program

•	 Federal surface Transportation program 

•	 Federal congestion Mitigation / air 

Quality program (cMaQ) Funding

•	 Transit Funding programs

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 u.s. department of Transportation (Federal Transit 

administration and Federal highway administration

•	 Transportation, community and system 

preservation program (Tcsp) 

•	 Federal line item allocations (earmarks)

•	 Future discretionary grant program funding 

such as TiGer/arra type funding

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

*

* $80K - $250K  initial feasibility study only

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 5 : 
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c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 6 : 

posiTion Muni FarM as a Key linK wiThin a reGional Trail neTworK

a bridge over i-435 at the south end of the property and/

or a tunnel under i-435 at the north end of the property 

would allow for regional connectivity from the plaza to 

the rock island corridor as well as local connectivity 

from the adjacent residential neighborhood to the future 

amenities on the Municipal Farm property.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

bICYClE/PEDESTRIAN bRIDGE fEASIbIlITY STUDY
conducT a FeasibiliTy sTudy For a bicycle/pedesTrian bridGe and/or Tunnel across 

i-435 hiGhway

poTenTial parTners

•	 Missouri bicycle and pedestrian Federation

•	 The Greater Kansas city bicycle Federation

•	 Kansas city Metro bicycle club

FundinG sources

•	 Jackson county sports authority

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 department Funding

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing 

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county

•	 Mid-america regional council (Marc)

•	 Transportation and community 

development Funding

•	 planning sustainable places program

•	 Transportation enhancement program

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Missouri department of natural resources 

•	 recreational Trails program

•	 land and water conservation Fund

•	 Federal highway administration 

•	 Transportation, community and system 

preservation program (Tcsp) 

•	 Federal line item allocations (earmarks)

•	 Future discretionary grant program funding 

such as TiGer/arra type funding

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

•	 state and local assistance act funds  

•	 hud community development block Grants

* $80K - $250K feasibility study only

*



c o s t

$$$$
p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 6 : 

posiTion Muni FarM as a Key linK wiThin a reGional Trail neTworK

poTenTial parTners

•	 Missouri bicycle and pedestrian Federation

•	 The Greater Kansas city bicycle Federation

•	 Kansas city Metro bicycle club

•	 Kansas city disc Golf club

•	 earthriders

FundinG sources

•	 Jackson county sports authority

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 department Funding

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac (summer 2013)

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing

•	 other special or council Funding

perimeter trail connections will position the Municipal 

Farm property as the regional connection from the 

plaza to rock island corridor. The schematic design 

package should address trail design extending 

brush creek Trail through the Municipal Farm site 

to the Truman sports complex and the rock island 

rail corridor. The trail design relates to the bicycle/

pedestrian bridge and tunnel feasibility study and the 

multi-modal feasibility study connecting the Municipal 

Farm site and the future rail corridor.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

PERIMETER TRAIlS SCHEMATIC DESIGN PACKAGE
creaTe a scheMaTic desiGn pacKaGe For periMeTer Trail connecTions FroM brush creeK Trail 

To arrowhead sTadiuM and poTenTial coMMuTer rail serVice alonG rocK island corridor

•	 Jackson county (department, outside 

agency, or special Funding)

•	 Mid-america regional council (Marc)

•	 Transportation and community 

development Funding

•	 planning sustainable places program

•	 Transportation enhancement program

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Missouri department of natural resources 

•	 recreational Trails program land 

and water conservation Fund 

•	 Federal highway administration

•	 Transportation, community and system 

preservation program (Tcsp) 

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

*

* $250K - $1M environmental approvals and design package

*
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c o s t

$$$$

an internal trail network will serve the eastwood hills 

neighborhood, provide a recreation node along the 

regional network of trails, be integrated with habitat 

restoration and historic uses like the potter’s field, and 

connect land uses on the site. although not a permitted 

use, areas 9 and 10 are currently used by all-terrain 

vehicles. The trails in these areas could be converted to 

single-track trails for mountain biking, which- if properly 

designed and maintained- would be compatible with 

upland woodland restoration in these areas. Trail planning 

should coordinate with environmental assessments to 

assure compatibility for potential funding. 

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

INTERNAl TRAIl SCHEMATIC DESIGN PACKAGE
deVelop a plan For an inTernal neTworK oF Trails

poTenTial parTners

•	 Missouri bicycle and pedestrian Federation

•	 The Greater Kansas city bicycle Federation

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

FundinG sources

•	 Jackson county sports authority

•	 private or non-profit Funding sources

•	 Kansas city, Mo 

•	 department Funding

•	 public improvements advisory 

committee – piac (summer 2013)

•	 special district or Tax increment Financing

•	 other special or council Funding

•	 Jackson county (department, outside 

agency, or special Funding)

•	 Mid-america regional council (Marc)

•	 Transportation and community 

development Funding

•	 planning sustainable places program

•	 Transportation enhancement program

•	 Missouri department of Transportation

•	 Missouri department of natural resources 

•	 recreational Trails program land 

and water conservation Fund 

•	 Federal highway administration

•	 Transportation, community and system 

preservation program (Tcsp) 

•	 Missouri economic development Grants

•	 Missouri state grants or general fund allocations

* $80K - $250K plan development only

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 6 : 

posiTion Muni FarM as a Key linK wiThin a reGional Trail neTworK



c o s t

$$$$

conduct an environmental assessment to evaluate 

the impact of trails and to support trail design that 

best stewards the natural resources on the Municipal 

Farm site.  in some cases, phase one environmental 

assessments are prerequisites for funding sources that 

support trail construction. 

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

TRAIlS ENVIRONMENTAl ASSESSMENT
coordinaTe an enVironMenTal assessMenT For an inTernal neTworK oF Trails wiTh 

FundinG opporTuniTies and Trail planninG 

poTenTial parTners

•	 environmental advisors and engineers, inc.

FundinG sources

•	 community block development Grant Funds

•	 department of interior trails resources

•	 epa targeted brownfield assessment

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

*

* 0 - $80K

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 6 : 

posiTion Muni FarM as a Key linK wiThin a reGional Trail neTworK
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r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 7 : 

leVeraGe brownField siTes as an opporTuniTy To caTalyZe cleanup and inVesTMenT

The active use of the firing range on site precludes 

almost all development types on the western half of the 

property.  it is the opinion of the study team that for any 

new development to take place the firing range would 

have to move or the noise impacts would need to be 

remediated. The potter’s field and brownfield conditions 

on this site will require a careful assessment of how to 

redevelop this site while honoring cultural resources and 

mitigating environmental risks.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

fIRING RANGE ASSESSMENT
exaMine The exisTinG and poTenTial FuTure use oF The FirinG ranGe

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive



c o s t

$$$$

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 7 : 

leVeraGe brownField siTes as an opporTuniTy To caTalyZe cleanup and inVesTMenT

FundinG sources

•	 epa Targeted brownfields 

assessment (Tba) program 

•	 Mdnr Targeted brownfields 

assessment (Tba) program

•	 epa brownfield assessment Grants

•	 piac

•	 Missouri brownfields redevelopment 

program – remediation Tax credits

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

The city was recently awarded epa support to perform 

a phase i environmental assessment of the combined 

areas.  Further action should follow from the results 

identified through the phase i process.  additional 

screening could include screening of surface soils in 

areas of concern. also, drums, containers, debris and 

structures be removed from the clup area and to 

make note of any visibly stained areas. Quarry pits and 

subsurface areas should be investigated for potential 

dumping of hazardous wastes. inspect any visibly 

stained concrete prior to removal and assess impacted 

soils.  examine areas potentially affected by past 

equipment and machinery maintenance, truck washing 

operations, the location of the lusT, usT and asT 

sites, the potential for presence of stored hazardous 

materials, and the disposal practices of spent solvents 

or other hazardous wastes.

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

lAfARGE ENVIRONMENTAl ASSESSMENT
conducT a phase i & liMiTed phase ii enVironMenTal assessMenT on The laFarGe siTe

* 0 - $80K

*
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c o s t

$$$$

The epa recently awarded the city of Kansas city, 

Missouri with technical assistance to complete phase i 

environmental assessment of the round Grove creek 

landfill and animal shelter areas. 

in addition to this assessment, a noninvasive 

geotechnical investigation could delineate the 

boundaries of the landfill and determine the areas stable 

enough to support redevelopment.  This invesitgation 

should work with the city office of environmental Quality 

to obtain previous documentation of landfill contents and 

to record new information on contents, cap structure, 

and other pertinent information. 

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

ROUND GROVE CREEK lANDfIll GEOTECHNICAl 
INVESTIGATION
conducT a GeoTechnical assessMenT on The round GroVe creeK landFill siTe To 

delineaTe boundaries, conTenT and sTabiliTy

FundinG sources

•	 epa Targeted brownfields 

assessment (Tba) program  

•	 Mdnr Targeted brownfields 

assessment (Tba) program 

•	 epa brownfield assessment Grants 

•	 piac 

•	 Missouri brownfields redevelopment 

program – remediation Tax credits 

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

poTenTial parTners

•	 environmental advisors and engineers, inc. 

•	 american council for an energy 

efficient environment (aceee) 

(information/technical assistance)

* 0 - $80K

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 7 : 
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c o s t

$$$$

The city was recently awarded epa support to perform a 

phase i environmental assessment of the combined areas.  

Further action should follow from the results identified 

through the phase i process.  additional screening could 

include investigation of surface and near surface soils in 

key locations: agricultural use & canning factory areas of 

maintenance and storage, former usT and lusT areas 

and maintenance at the former Municipal correctional 

institution (Mci).  sample sediment at a drainage relief 

points downgradient of suspect areas. 

n e x t  s t e p  a c t i o n :

AREAS 12 & 13 ENVIRONMENTAl ASSESSMENT  
conducT a phase i enVironMenTal assessMenT For clup areas 12 and 13

parTnerships

•	 environmental advisors and engineers, inc. 

p r i o r i t y

critical  supportive

* 0 - $80K

*

*

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  0 7 : 
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close proximity to 
adequate main-line grey 
infrastructure

existing tenants showing 
potential for green 
infrastructure and renewable 
energy improvements/
upgrades

potential material reuse
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priority areas
nexT sTep acTions May be TarGeTed Toward prioriTy siTes wiThin Municipal FarM ThaT 

deMonsTraTe poTenTial To caTalyZe deVelopMenT For The siTe as a whole.  

Four priority areas were chosen as targeted sites that 

hold the greatest potential for initial development 

activity. a variety of conditions contribute to the 

potential of these sites as catalysts for development 

across the Municipal Farm area. all of these sites 

have important connections to the surrounding 

context of Municipal Farm.  Major access roads and 

active or planned transportation improvements  

make them important points of entry.  previous 

interest in development and existing activity in these 

areas contribute to a growing momentum.  The 

conceptual land use plan recommends uses for 

these areas that hold potential to stimulate additional 

development activity, and each of these areas 

has a combination of characteristics that provide 

opportunity for integration of sustainable reuse plan 

principles and recommendations. 

The four priority areas are delineated by boundaries created 

in the conceptual land use plan, which are defined by 

physical characteristics. boundaries as mapped by the 

conceptual land use plan should not be mistaken for 

development site boundaries; new development should 

consider habitat restoration as an integral part of site 

improvements.  other criteria established through the land 

use decision process will define the actual boundaries to 

parcel and develop land. The synergy maps below illustrate 

the contextual alignments that supported the prioritization 

of these four areas for development.  

proposed sites for re-powering 
america’s land solar & biomass 
production

existing community garden
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recent road improvements to the intersection of blue 

parkway and hardesty enhanced the access to this area 

as an entry point to the west side Municipal Farm. The 

combination of uses recommended by the conceptual 

land use plan presents an opportunity for vibrant 

mix of end uses for areas 1 and 2.  The recommended 

emphasis on habitat restoration, productive landscapes 

and recreation for area 1 could translate to a beautiful 

riverfront complete street landscape which connects to 

trails planned for brush creek and the blue river. 

The clup recommends more intense uses for area 2, 

including destination commercial, institutional/civic 

use, or sustainable industrial use.  These uses could 

bring jobs and economic benefit to Municipal Farm 

and the surrounding neighborhood.  This site could 

also be complementary to the proposed mixed use 

p r i o r i t y  a r e a :

lAfARGE ADAPTIVE REUSE AREA
This poTenTial deVelopMenT siTe could include concepTual land use plan areas 1 and 2, 

which were delineaTed in The concepTual land use plan by physioGraphic FeaTures.

development area at the intersection of blue parkway/

hwy350 and hardesty avenue/ coal mine road, which 

was recommended by the eastwood hills neighborhood 

plan. plan Forward recommendations for streetscape 

improvements to coal Mine road would provide 

contextual support development at this site. 

remnants concrete structures and debris from the former 

laFarge concrete Factory could be utilized for near-term 

future development such as crushed aggregate in green 

infrastructure site solutions or subgrade future road 

improvements. recommendations from the blue river 

Greenway plan targets significant improvements involving 

the u.s. army corps of engineers and the city in or near 

these areas to meet site and regional flood protection and 

mitigation objectives.  



This site bears great potential for outdoor recreation and 

education, development of productive landscapes, and 

as a nexus point for a regional and internal trails system.  

due to its location in the flood plain, the conceptual land 

use plan recommends restricted land uses on this site.  

a combination of wetland and/or habitat restoration, 

recreational uses, and productive landscapes are suggested. 

with over 100 acres, this area bears potential for 

practices that benefit stream health, water quality, 

wildlife habitat, and groundwater recharge. restorative 

design and compatible end uses could make this site an 

amenity to complement other mixed uses throughout 

Municipal Farm; providing a node for respite, recreation, 

and education. The blue river Greenway plan provides 

specific recommendations for end uses in this area. 

p r i o r i t y  a r e a :

RESTORATION, RECREATION, EDUCATION AREA
This poTenTial deVelopMenT siTe could include concepTual land use plan areas 5, 6, and 

7, which were delineaTed in The concepTual land use plan by physioGraphic FeaTures.

existing tenants in these areas are scheduled to remain on 

site in the near to mid-term future.  sustainable reuse plan 

recommendations can work synergistically with ongoing 

uses of current tenants. Tenants include the KcMo public 

works facilities and round Grove creek lift station and 

botts communication towers may cooperate with habitat 

restoration or water reclamation efforts, strategical  ly 

pursuing projects that are mutually beneficial for existing 

tenants and other users from surrounding areas.

The site is also a primary candidate for implementation 

of the city’s nrel repowering america initiative, which 

is currently underway.  The study will determine the 

feasibility of solar power and biomass as strategies for 

renewable energy production.  development of such 

initiatives at this site could help support the city’s goal to 

reach 10 percent renewable energy production by 2020. 
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areas 12 and 13 combined represent a potential 

development site with the most direct connection to the 

eastwood hills neighborhood. existing internal roads, 

some in good condition, provide access to this site from 

ozark road. existing infrastructure which once served 

the Municipal corrections institution may still have 

capacity for reuse. The city of Kansas city recently 

received epa funding to conduct a phase 1 environmental 

assessment of the site, which will help advance the 

necessary preconditions for development.

The conceptual land use plan recommends mixed use 

residential as the most compatible land use for this site.   

p r i o r i t y  a r e a :

COMMUNITY REVITAlIzATION AREA
This poTenTial deVelopMenT siTe could include concepTual land use plan areas 12 and 13, 

which were delineaTed in The concepTual land use plan by physioGraphic FeaTures.

Future development in area 12 has significant opportunity 

to connect to the adjacent neighborhood and provide 

amenities that serve existing residents as well as attract 

a new generation of people who are invested in the vision 

for the Municipal Farm property. The recently installed 

community garden has brought new energy to these sites, 

inviting nearby residents to grow their own food while 

celebrating the agricultural history of Municipal Farm. 

continued development of this community asset could 

enhance future compatible interaction between end uses 

of this site and the existing neighborhood. 



This site’s location on raytown road provides a unique 

regional connection for Municipal Farm.  The nearest 

highway interchange is at raytown road and interstate 

70. while it is not a complete interchange, it does provide 

regional access, and poses area 20 as an entry point 

for access to Municipal Farm land uses.  The proximity 

to the Truman sports complex and the rock island 

corridor (currently undergoing planning for future rail 

and trail use) provide an opportunity to develop creative 

connections between land uses at area 20 and these 

regional community assets.  

p r i o r i t y  a r e a :

REDEfINING THE lANDfIll AREA 
This poTenTial deVelopMenT siTe could include concepTual land use plan area 20, which 

was delineaTed in The concepTual land use plan by physioGraphic FeaTures.

The conceptual land use plan recommends a range of 

potential land uses for this site, including destination 

commercial, institutional/civic, and productive landscape.  

The city of Kansas city recently received epa funding 

to conduct a phase 1 environmental assessment of the 

site, which will help advance the necessary preconditions 

for development. The site is also a primary candidate for 

implementation of the city’s nrel repowering america 

initiative, which is currently underway.  The study will 

determine the feasibility for solar power and biomass 

processing as potential strategies for renewable energy 

production.  development of such initiatives at this site 

could help support the city’s goal to reach 10 percent 

renewable energy production by 2020. 
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potential projects
proJecTs ThaT Gained TracTion ThrouGh analysis, public enGaGeMenT and The 

iMpleMenTaTion worKshop are lisTed below. This lisT is Followed by indiVidual proJecT 

sheeTs ThaT include a descripTion, poTenTial parTners, and FundinG sources. 

i n l a n d  w a t e r  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e

d i s t r i b u t e d  s o l a r  e n e r g y  g e n e r a t i o n

b i o m a s s

g r e e n h o u s e

c i t y - o w n e d  g r e e n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y

g r e e n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  b u s i n e s s  i n c u b a t o r

w a t e r  r e c r e a t i o n

m o d e l  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t

s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

f o o d  h u b

f o o d  f o r e s t

s o l a r  f a r m

e d u c a t i o n a l  f a r m s t e a d

o u t d o o r  c l a s s r o o m



p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

INlAND WATER RESEARCH INSTITUTE

This site’s location on raytown road provides a unique 

regional connection for Municipal Farm.  The nearest 

highway interchange is at raytown road and interstate 

70. while it is not a complete interchange, it does provide 

regional access, and poses area 20 as an entry point 

for access to Municipal Farm land uses.  The proximity 

to the Truman sports complex and the rock island 

corridor (currently undergoing planning for future rail 

and trail use) provide an opportunity to develop creative 

connections between land uses at area 20 and these 

regional community assets.  

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 Kansas city parks and recreation

•	 Missouri state parks

•	 cultivate Kansas city

•	 Missouri department of agriculture

•	 Kansas city community Gardens

•	 american royal

•	 MriGlobal

FundinG sources

•	 Missouri state parks outdoor recreation Grants

•	 us department of agriculture
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a solar farm is a large land area where multiple ground-

mounted or roof-mounted solar tracking panels are 

installed. recent efforts to require in-state production 

of renewables rather than allowing producers to buy 

out-of-state credits could prove favorable for a solar farm 

on the Municipal Farm property. a better understanding 

is needed of the Missouri public benefit requirements for 

energy production limits. area 20 should be assessed as 

a potential solar farm site in coordination with related 

investments like the land fill remediation strategy and 

stream bank stabilization.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

SOlAR fARM

  
poTenTial parTners

•	 Kcpl

•	 nrel/doe

•	 planned industrial expansion authority

•	 Mdnr

•	 edc

•	 show-me-energy

•	 environmental improvement 

resource authority (eiera)

•	 Metropolitan energy center  (job training)

•	 Missouri energy initiative

•	 Mri Global

•	 dol-supported job training, focusing on 

solar array training, via state/local wibs

FundinG sources

•	 power purchase agreements or 

similar financing arrangements

•	 Federal energy production Tax credits 

•	 Marc solid waste district grants

•	 brownfield funding(for assessment and cleanup)

•	 landfill revolving fund loans

•	 Missouri  department of natural resources 

energy revolving Fund loans

•	 new Market Tax credits

•	 epa re-powering america’s lands 

program (technical assistance)

•	 energy bonds



distributed solar energy generation refers to electricity 

provided by small, modular generators (typically ranging 

in capacity from a few kilowatts to 50 megawatts) 

located at or near customer demand. This type of project 

has real potential to coordinate with KcMo’s current 

efforts to enter into long-term operating leases with 

interested parties to install multiple 25kw capacity 

solar energy generating systems on the rooftops of city 

buildings. proposed master leases would be 20 year 

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

DISTRIbUTED SOlAR ENERGY GENERATION 

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 Kcpl

•	 solar integrators/installers

•	 edc

•	 environmental improvement 

resource authority (eiera)

•	 Metropolitan energy center

•	 brightergy

FundinG sources

•	 Federal solar Tax credit (30%) until 

2016 with accelerated depreciation

•	 Kcpl two dollars per watt with 

a maximum of $25,000

•	 Missouri energy revolving Fund loan

•	 new Markets Tax credits

agreements that are projected to provide electricity at 

lower costs than what the city currently pays to purchase 

electricity used in the buildings where the solar panels 

would be installed. The city hopes to complete a master 

lease agreement for up to 40 installations with brightergy 

in the near term. subsequently, the city will be negotiating 

a master lase agreement for up to 40 additional 

installations with Kcpl, the local electrical utility. 
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biomass as an energy source can either be used directly, 

or converted into other energy products such as biofuel. 

plant biomass, like forest residues, yard clippings, wood 

chips, and even municipal solid waste, can be used directly 

to generate electricity with steam turbines and gasifies 

or produce heat, usually by direct combustion. biomass 

converted into fibers or other industrial chemicals, 

including biofuels, can be grown from numerous types of 

plants and a variety of tree species. biomass should be 

assessed on the Municipal Farm site in coordination with 

related investments like the removal of invasive species. 

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

bIOMASS 

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 Kcpl

•	 eiera

•	 Mid america regional council

•	 3 degrees

•	 show-Me energy

•	 Metropolitan energy center 

•	 dol-supported job training, focusing on 

solar array training, via state/local wibs

FundinG sources

•	 doe’s loan guarantees and cost sharing

•	 usda’s supplemental environmental project 

enforced by the epa or Mdnr compliance funds

•	 waste for fertilizer incentives

•	 new Market Tax credits

•	 energy bonds



a greenhouse would be a metropolitan resource for local 

food production, enabling farmers to extend the growing 

season. cooperative management, maintenance and 

financing structures could be operated by a collaborative 

of urban agriculture organizations and local farmers.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

GREENHOUSE

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 private sector horticultural businesses, such 

as critsite, suburban lawn and Garden, etc.

•	 private sector greenhouse operations 

producing food products

•	 cultivate Kansas city

•	 Kansas city community Gardens

•	 powell Gardens

•	 university of Missouri research & extension

•	 lincoln university research & extension

•	 Kansas city Zoo to produce food for Zoo animals.

•	 Future Farmers of america

•	 4h clubs

FundinG sources

•	 Missouri department of agriculture

•	 rural energy For america program

•	 us department of agriculture, various 

options dependent on focus

•	 Missouri department of agriculture 

specialty crop block Grants

•	 private funding sources with a focus on food/

agriculture, public health, entrepreneurship/ 

employment training, youth training, other

•	 Farm service agency or other farm financing 

sources for private sector farm businesses

•	 public-private partnerships- 

various options available
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if it would meet a city need and if desired by the 

community, the area currently occupied by the public 

works department could be an appropriate location for 

a water quality bMp maintenance and training facility. 

a variety of bMps could be installed as both training 

aids for native plant installation and maintenance, and 

as public demonstration projects. existing lawn areas 

in wetter or flood prone locations could be converted 

into native plant nurseries for training and to provide 

plant stock for bMp maintenance around the city. 

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

CITY-OWNED GREEN INfRASTRUCTURE 
MAINTENANCE AND TRAINING fACIlITY

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 Kansas city Zoo – grow food for the zoo animals

•	 Future Farmers of america

FundinG sources

•	 community block development Grant funds

•	 General obligation bonds

existing or new buildings could provide classroom and 

administrative space, and equipment storage. The facility 

could be used to train city staff or support a community 

“green collar jobs program” or both.



This incubator may be dedicated solely to private 

business, or may function as a public-private partnership 

that benefits both sectors. The incubator would provide 

an indoor and outdoor production facility for native 

plants to be used by green infrastructure practices 

on site and throughout the region. The area currently 

occupied by the public works department could be an 

appropriate location for this facility. existing lawn areas 

in wetter or flood-prone locations could be converted 

into native plant nurseries for training and to provide 

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

GREEN INfRASTRUCTURE bUSINESS INCUbATOR

 
FundinG sources

•	 hud section 108 loan guarantee 

•	 local development tax incentives/TiF 

•	 sba loan guarantees or section 504 

development company debentures

poTenTial parTners

•	 Mdnr water protection Financial 

assistance center

•	 Jackson county, Mo parks department

•	 city of Kansas city, public works department

•	 city of Kansas city, water services

•	 Kansas city, Mo parks and recreation dept.

plant stock for bMp maintenance around the city. 

existing or new buildings could provide classroom 

and administrative space, and equipment storage. 

The incubator could provide training for business 

development and jobs training.
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non-invasive water activities that offer users of the 

site and residents of the surrounding neighborhood an 

opportunity for recreation would be an amenity for all. 

activities could include fishing and paddle-boating.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

WATER RECREATION

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 yMca

•	 bass pro

•	 cabellas

•	 north Face

FundinG sources

•	 Missouri state parks outdoor recreation Grants



This mixed use development would model a combination 

of residential, destination and commercial/industrial 

uses that work together in a mutually supportive way. 

it will be a living laboratory for redefining community, 

creativity, education, security, and urban infrastructure 

including resource management (energy, water, food, 

transportation). The design of uses and local partners 

could transform this place to become one of the most 

attractive places in the region for living, learning, working, 

and playing. The beauty and integration of nature and the 

built environment would be a local and regional model for 

increased social, economic, and environmental vitality.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

MODEl COMMUNITY DEVElOPMENT

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 epa building blocks (technical assistance)

FundinG sources

•	 new Market Tax credits

•	 bonds (industrial development or General 

obligation bonds, depending on focus)

•	 local tax incentives/TiF

•	 low income housing Tax credits 

(for residential portion) 

•	 sba loan guarantees or section 504 

development company debentures (for 

commercial/industrial portion)
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a sustainable facility would be constructed and operated 

using innovative sustainable technologies that reclaim 

gray water, use power produced on site, and direct by-

products for re-use.  

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

SUSTAINAblE MANUfACTURING

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 us Green building council (information/

technical assistance)

•	 national associaiton of manufacturers 

(information/technical assistance) 

•	 universities/Manufacturing extension 

partnership (Mep) (technical assistance)

FundinG sources

•	 industrial development bonds 

(depending on end-use focus)l 

•	 new markets Tax credits

•	 economic development authority

•	 Kansas city allocation of hud cdbG funds



a food hub is an aggregation, processing and distribution 

facility for local producers. Facility operation equips local 

farmers to create value-added products, and package 

produce for institutional purchasing and regional distribution.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

fOOD HUb

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 local food and agriculture organizations 

and businesses, including cultivate Kansas 

city, Greater Kansas city Food policy, 

university of Missouri research and 

extension, lincoln university research 

and extension, Good natured Family 

Farms, Fresh Food express, and others

•	 individual companies already engaged in 

food packaging/ processing and distribution, 

such as ball Foods, hyVee, others

•	 Farmer cooperatives such as 

patchwork Family Farms

FundinG sources

•	 us department of agriculture, various 

options dependent on focus

•	 us economic development 

administration, various programs

•	 Missouri department of agriculture 

specialty crop block Grants

•	 private funding sources with a focus on food/

agriculture, public health, entrepreneurship/ 

employment training, youth training, other

•	 Farm service agency or other farm financing 

sources for private sector farm businesses

•	 wallace center at winrock international

•	  Foundations
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a food forest would be a production and land 

management system based on woodland ecosystems, 

but substituting trees (such as fruit or nut trees), bushes, 

shrubs, herbs and vegetables which have yields directly 

useful to humans.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

fOOD fOREST

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 Missouri department of conservation

•	 Forest crop land program

•	 agroforestry in Missouri

•	 cultivate Kansas city

•	 heartland Tree alliance

•	 Kansas city community Gardens

•	 Girl scouts

•	 boy scouts

FundinG sources

•	 private foundations



activities on site would provide children an opportunity 

to learn about the sources of their food. petting zoos, 

vegetable gardens and flower gardens can be features 

of this site.  This use can be tied into other economic 

development uses such as the Food hub. 

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

EDUCATIONAl fARMSTEAD

 
FundinG sources

•	 Missouri state parks outdoor recreation Grants

•	 Foundations and private funding sources with 

a focus on youth education, health, culture 

(“Friends of the Municipal Farm homestead”)

•	 Farm service agency or other farm financing 

sources for private sector farm businesses

•	 entry fees, site rental fees for 

events, other earned income

poTenTial parTners

•	 Kansas city parks and recreation

•	 Kansas city, Mo department of public health

•	 Missouri department of natural 

resources (division of state parks)

•	 Missouri department of agriculture

•	 university of Missouri research & extension

•	 lincoln university research & extension

•	 cultivate Kansas city

•	 Kansas city community Gardens

•	 powell Gardens

•	 american royal

•	 private sector agritourism, retail agriculture, or 

horticultural/ small livestock industry businesses
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with a site rich in wetland and prairie ecosystems, an 

outdoor classroom would be an amenity for nearby 

schools, the neighborhood, and could even be used for 

monitoring and testing by universities. The outdoor 

classroom could be designed as a flexible space that 

integrates into the landscape even in flooding conditions.

p o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t :

OUTDOOR ClASSROOM

 
poTenTial parTners

•	 yMca

•	 nature explore

•	 boy scouts

•	 Girl scouts

•	 children’s Mercy hospital

•	 Truman Medical center

•	 Kc healthy Kids

•	 Missouri department of health

•	 Kansas city community Gardens

FundinG sources

•	 Missouri state parks outdoor recreation Grants

•	 Mdnr scrap Tire surface Material Grants

•	  Kansas city allocation of hud cdbG funds 
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phasing framework
The phasinG FraMeworK orGaniZes all coMponenTs oF The plan Forward (nexT sTep 

acTions, prioriTy areas, and poTenTial proJecTs) inTo a Flexible seQuence. as The 

iMpleMenTaTion coMMiTTee worKs To puT The susTainable reuse plan inTo acTion, soMe 

nexT sTeps will be criTical To MoVe deVelopMenT Forward, and oThers will supporT 

deVelopMenT as iT occurs. The MosT criTical nexT sTeps are relaTed To processes ThaT 

lay a FoundaTion For successFul deVelopMenT. nexT in seQuence are sTeps ThaT help 

prepare and aTTracT The riGhT Kind oF deVelopMenT. aFTer deVelopMenT process and 

critical next steps

DEVElOPMENT PROCESSES DEVElOPMENT PREPARATIONS DEVElOPMENT TARGETS

•	 Find a champion

•	 implementation committee

•	 land use decision process

•	 development model

•	 Firing range assessment

•	 support repowering america

•	 real estate market studies

•	 assess existing operations 

and infrastructure

•	 potters field archeological 

studies

•	 district-wide water reuse 

feasibility study

•	 habitat restoration plan

•	 potter’s field design competition

•	 perimeter trail schematic 

design package

•	 build on community 

garden efforts

•	 Feasibility study for multi-

modal connection to 

Truman sports complex 

and rock island corridor

•	 bicycle/pedestrian bridge 

feasibility study

wesT side

Overall Connections

•	 sni-a-bar road/e 49th 

street upgrade

•	 coal Mine road upgrade

•	 assess coal Mine road choke point

lafarge Adaptive Reuse Area

•	 lafarge  environmental assessment

•	 upgrade internal circulation roads

Restoration, Recreation, & 

Education Area

•	 upgrade internal circulation roads

easT side

Overall Connections

•	 raytown road upgrade

•	 eastern avenue upgrade

•	 ozark road upgrade

Community Revitalization Area

•	 upgrade internal circulation roads

•	 areas 12 and 13 environmental 

assessment

Redefining the landfill Area

•	 upgrade internal circulation roads

•	 round Grove creek landfill 

geotechnical investigation



supportive next steps

DEVElOPMENT SUPPORT

•	 upgrade highway access

•	 internal trail schematic 

design package

•	 Trails environmental assessment

poTenTial proJecTs

•	 inland water research institute

•	 solar farm

•	 distributed solar energy generation

•	 biomass

•	 Greenhouse

•	 city-owned green infrastructure 

maintenance and training facility

•	 Green infrastructure 

business incubator

•	 water recreation

•	 Model community development

•	 sustainable manufacturing 

•	 Food hub

•	 Food forest

•	 educational farmstead

•	 outdoor classroom

preparaTions haVe sTarTed To build capaciTy, areas oF The siTe wiTh hiGhesT poTenTial For 

iMMediaTe iMproVeMenTs should be TarGeTed For deVelopMenT. proJecTs wiThin TarGeTed 

areas are lisTed under The appropriaTe area. nexT in seQuence are sTeps ThaT supporT 

deVelopMenT on The siTe, buT May noT be criTical To near-TerM deVelopMenT. The lisT 

oF poTenTial proJecTs should be uTiliZed as a sTarTinG poinT For pursuinG end users 

aliGned wiTh The Vision and GuidinG principles oF The susTainable reuse plan. 
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07:
appendix



The appendix includes exisTinG plan suMMaries, coMMuniTy MeeTinG 

suMMaries, and an oVerView oF The blue riVer Greenway phase ii plan. 
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existing plans summary

The recoMMendaTions oF The susTainable reuse 

plan are Grounded in an undersTandinG oF pasT 

analysis and planninG eFForTs. The Municipal FarM 

susTainable reuse plan was iTselF a recoMMendaTion 

oF boTh The easTwood hills neiGhborhood plan and 

easTGaTe land use plan. 

The following plans were incorporated into the analysis and 

recommendations for the Municipal Farm site:  

•	 eastwood hills neighborhood plan (2005)

•	 eastgate land use and development plan (2001)

•	 auri Master plan Framework (2002)

•	 blue river Greenway study (2012)

•	 stream asset inventory phase 1 (2003)

•	 MetroGreen (updated 2002)

•	 smartMoves regional Transit Vision (2008)

•	 smart Moves commuter corridors 

alternatives analysis (2012)

•	 Kc Trails plan (2008)

•	 Kc Major streets plan (2010)

This appended report provides additional information about 

three key plans in order to complement the analysis and 

recommendations provided in the sustainable reuse plan. it 

is intended to provide a reference for the visions, major issues 

and recommendations that relate to the Municipal Farm site 

and its relationship with its surrounding context. 

Eastwood Hills Neighborhood 

Plan:, Eastgate land Use and 

Development Plan, Stream 

Asset Inventory Phase 1

http://www.kcmo.

org/KcMo/depts/

cityplanninganddevelopment/

adoptedplans/otherplans/

index.htm

MetroGreen Regional Plan:

http://www.marc.org/

metrogreen/

Smart Moves Regional 

Transit Vision, Smart Moves 

Commuter Alternatives 

Analysis:

http://www.kcsmartmoves.org/

links to existing plans:

 



eastwood hills neighborhood plan land use Map

storm/sanitary sewers and waterlines

•	 The need for drainage improvements 

to minimize erosion and flooding

•	 The need to reduce the impact of stadium 

traffic on the neighborhood

•	 The need to reduce nuisances, such as excessive 

noise from police department firing range

•	 The need for increased cooperation with 

area businesses and institutions

•	 The need to encourage attractive and 

neighborhood-friendly commercial uses (e.g., 

grocery store, dime store, cleaners, barbershops)

•	 The need to increase community involvement by 

both residents and businesses with a particular 

emphasis on involving neighborhood youth.

•	 The need to work with the neighborhood’s 

major land owners to help realize a 

common vision for the community

•	 The need to improve the vitality and 

appearance of underutilized and vacant 

commercial and industrial areas

•	 The need to protect the residential areas of the 

e a s t w o o d  h i l l s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  p l a n 
Adopted November, 2005

Neighborhood Vision

eastwood hills is…

•	 a distinctive place where everyone knows your name

•	 a naturally beautiful place that is safe and litter-free

•	 a stable place that is noted for its attractive, 

well-maintained homes and businesses. a thriving 

place where business, commercial and residential 

uses coexist in a harmonious environment

•	 an urban place that respects the natural environment, 

offers high-quality public services and  infrastructure

•	 a top-ten place in Kansas city to 

locate a family or business

Neighborhood Mission Statement

in eastwood hills; business, commercial and residential 

stakeholders recognize that they are part of    this 

neighborhood.

each of these components is aware of the eastwood hills 

neighborhood plan and understands the impact that its 

own concern has on the whole community.

all interests willingly participate in neighborhood 

activities and contribute time and effort toward the 

present health and the growing vitality of the area.

eastwood hills works hard to preserve its unique 

history, its natural respite from urban stricture and its 

connectivity to the future. 

Neighborhood Issues that relate to Municipal farm

•	 The need to preserve and maintain 

the wooded and green space

•	 The need for access to green space and 

the preservation of natural amenities 

and features in new development

•	 The need to improve walkability and pedestrian safety

•	 The need to improve infrastructure including 



neighborhood from incompatible development

•	 The need to attract and retain 

neighborhood serving businesses

land Use Recommendations 

•	 reinforce existing land use patterns; prohibit 

additional multi-family development in the 

single-family core of the neighborhood

•	 encourage neighborhood-oriented commercial 

uses in areas designated for mixed use

•	 provide new development that is consistent 

with the massing, density, scale and 

character of existing development

•	 The development and use of municipal property 

within eastwood hills should be compatible 

with and respectful of potter’s Fields and other 

cultural resources, adjacent environmental 

resources and existing residential uses

•	 enhance the distinctive “country 

within a city” environment

•	 work to improve neighborhood access to green spaces

Infrastructure Recommendations

•	 develop skiles park

•	 invest in basic infrastructure insuring comprehensive 

sanitary sewer service, sidewalks, and    drainage 

improvements and erosion control measures.

•	 upgrade storm water drainage and retention 

systems to limit future flooding and erosion.

•	 Target and coordinate improvements to storm 

water management systems with sanitary

•	 sewer or street and sidewalk improvement projects.

•	 work with the city and relevant departments 

to connect all homes within eastwood hills 

to a central sanitary sewer system.

•	 pursue infrastructure and development 

standards that reflect environmentally 

sensitive and sustainable practices

Transportation Recommendations

•	 Make walkability improvements 

in the four priority areas 

•	 Make multi-modal transportation 

infrastructure a priority

•	 upgrade KcaTa transit stops and 

connect with sidewalks

•	 implement traffic calming measures that raise 

awareness of bicyclists and pedestrians

•	 control the impact of traffic from 

the Truman sports complex

•	 housing

•	 work with neighborhood residents to 

support the maintenance of sound 

housing within the neighborhood.

•	 actively support home ownership 

opportunities within the neighborhood.

•	 insure that single-family infill development 

is of high quality and is consistent with the 

diverse character of the neighborhood.

•	 support and promote the marketability of 

properties in the eastwood hills neighborhood

Neighborhood livability Recommendations

•	 pursue long-term, quality business 

growth in the neighborhood

•	 Target economic incentives and small 

business development tools toward areas 

recommended for mixed use. 

•	 encourage and support neighborhood 

property maintenance 

Safety and Security Recommendations

•	 involve residents, public agencies and interested 

stakeholders in addressing maintenance 

issues within the neighborhood.

•	 work to address crime and perceptions of crime 

•	 work with public agencies and interested 

stakeholders to address neighborhood 

cleanliness and illegal dumping issues.

Mixed Use Development Targets
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•	 area 1 - blue parkway between sni-

a-bar and 55th street

•	 area 1a - intersection of hardesty and blue parkway

•	 area 2 - eastwood Trafficway between 

blue parkway and i-435

•	 area 3 - The intersection of eastern 

avenue and sni-a-bar road

•	 areas 4 and 5 - raytown road and blue ridge cutoff

Municipal farm Recommendations

•	 development and use of municipal property 

within eastwood hills should be compatible 

with and respectful of potter’s Fields and other 

cultural resources, adjacent environmental 

resources and existing residential uses

•	 incorporate the recommendations of this 

plan in any Master plan for the municipal 

property and will actively engage and include 

neighborhood stakeholders in the creation 

of the Municipal Farm Master plan

 

eastwood hills neighborhood plan land use Map

Mixed use area 1a

Mixed use area 2

Mixed use area 3 Mixed use area 4 and 5

Mixed use area 1



Adopted October, 2001

Purpose of Plan

To guide future investment by individuals, businesses 

and public agencies to create a strong, cohesive identity 

for the district as an east-west corridor and key gateway 

to Kansas city, Missouri. eastgate’s significance as a 

gateway is apparent through landmarks and influences 

as diverse as the plaza, swope park, Kauffman and 

arrowhead stadiums, retail development, residential 

communities, road and rail transportation, an industrial 

base, and natural features such as brush creek and the 

blue river.

Issues Identified: 

Flood control:

•	 blue river improvements

•	 hardesty Floodplain

•	 blue parkway run-off flooding

Transportation and Traffic:

•	 hardesty at blue parkway – intersection improvement

•	 sni-a-bar at blue parkway – 90 degree intersection

•	 55th at blue parkway – add turn lane

•	 coal Mine road- realigned to connect with hardesty

infrastructure:

•	 blue river bridge  - lower bridge scheduled 

for removal, primary bridge improvements

•	 bridges over railroad (sni-a-bar, 56th street, 

58th street) scheduled for replacement

•	 sewer installed (55th & bennington, along hardesty)

development:

•	 add businesses to provide basic services 

to neighborhood residents

•	 develop vacant commercial and industrial properties

•	 develop municipal farm property

property Maintenance: 

•	 blighted commercial and industrial properties

•	 noise nuisance- MasT siren tests, police firing range

•	 illegal dumping

neighborhoods:

•	 additional market-based housing

•	 low housing density

•	 Maintain economic and racial diversity

Plan Recommendations

The plan recommendations address the role of 

public policy in guiding development in the eastgate 

corridor. The plan’s recommendations include policy 

recommendations by category, and a redevelopment 

framework that describes four prototype development 

projects, to illustrate urban design concepts as an 

expression of the land use. Key recommendations 

include:

•	 adopt land use changes to make proposed 

land use consistent with city comprehensive 

plan, Focus Kansas city.

•	 establish a preliminary framework for a proposed 

blue parkway corridor Task Force to address inter-

jurisdictional transportation and development issues 

among Kansas city, raytown and lee summit.

e a s t g a t e  l a n d  u s e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n
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•	 create a master plan for the city owned 

property commonly known as the .Municipal 

Farm,. along coal Mine road west of i-435.

•	 establish design guidelines to assure compatible 

development. specific design recommendations 

include extension of the boulevard designation 

along  blue parkway, preservation of green space and 

terrain where possible, and gateway enhancements 

•	 preservation of i-435 scenic view 

of downtown Kansas city

•	 The characteristics of mixed-use, nodal development, 

integration of open space and recreational 

opportunities, increased multi-modal access, 

and recognition of the existing neighborhood 

character, as illustrated in three prototype 

development projects and one design project.
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r o u n d  g r o v e  c r e e k  s t r e a m  a s s e t  i n v e n t o r y

Study Context: 

The round Grove creek stream asset inventory was 

completed as a part of the larger line creek inventory 

within the Kansas city stadium/park east planning 

area. The inventory was a strategy to better understand, 

protect and incorporate Kansas city’s natural resources 

into development and stormwater management. 

streams within the line creek watershed and stadium/

park east planning area were the focus of this initial 

stream asset inventory. The goals of the study were to 

determine water quality and adjacent riparian (stream) 

corridor conditions. This inventory will be used to establish 

a baseline reference of the streams and their related 

natural resources and to provide recommendations 

related to the city’s goals for improving natural resource 

protection and stormwater management.

round Grove creek sits within Zone 2 (sub watersheds are 

not defined in this planning area, zones were divided for 

the sake of discussing study results) of the stadium/park 

east planning area included in the stream asset inventory.  

8 samples were taken of the creek. it is the only named 

tributary of the blue river within the planning area.

due to the amount of development (i.e., pavement) 

present, very little water seeps into the ground. water in 

this area primarily flows into storm sewers and ditches, 

which then discharge into round Grove creek, the 

unnamed tributaries, or directly into the blue river. 

Study Results

The study analysis shows an absence of highest (Type 1) and 

lowest (Type 5) quality. in stadium/park east high quality 

and restorable (Type 2-3) stream reaches are generally 

found in areas with little disturbance/development and with 

intact vegetated corridors, while Type 4 (highly disturbed) 

streams are generally located adjacent to major roadways 

or newly disturbed/developed areas.

stream segments of round Grove creek in Zone 2 

(see map page 37) are in moderate to good (Type 3, 2) 

condition with the exception of the segment south of 

the stadium complex which is in poor condition (Type 

4). This segment exhibited severely eroded banks, septic 

odors and trash, and a stream channel constriction 

formed by the bridge on eastern rd. 

Type 2 - high Quality

This type of stream may have some down or side-cutting 

however, bank and bed composition (bedrock) assist in 

keeping the impact low. water quality is generally good and 

the riparian zone is largely intact, although vegetation may 

be altered from that of a typical native plant association.

Type 3 - restorable

deterioration of the riparian corridor is more noticeable. 

while some remnant plant associations may be present, 

overall vegetative canopy cover is comprised of immature 

tree species. The potential for restoration exists although 

erosion and sedimentation can be greater than desirable.

Type 4 - low Quality

impacts are greater on this stream type with significant 

indicators of bank erosion and sedimentation present. The 

adjoining riparian corridor may be intact but vegetation is 

not representative of a native plant association. although 

signs of historic degradation are present, it appears that 

streams within the stadium/park east planning area are 

well into the process of stabilization. The age and nature of 

development throughout this area has resulted in places 

where disturbances (construction), a lack of management, 

and intentional introduction (roadside plantings) of 

exotic species have negatively altered the function of 

the landscape and the streams. although the vegetation 

present is a mix of native and non-native exotic (crown 

vetch, amur honeysuckle, and musk thistle) plants, it is 

helping to stabilize many of the streambanks. another factor 

influencing these streams is their downcutting to bedrock 

which often results in stabilization of the stream’s profile.

Recommendations

recommendations for this study area place the greatest 

emphasis on protecting the buffer areas along round 

Grove creek and reducing the amount of impervious 

surfaces (roads, parking lots, roof tops) as appropriate 

during redevelopment. protection strategies include:



•	 integrating watershed management across 

department and city boundaries

•	 implementing stormwater best 

Management practices (bMps)

•	 implementing stream buffers and setbacks

•	 setting the standard for watershed stewardship 

through public education and involvement

•	 balancing regulations, incentives, and partnerships

land use recommendations:

•	 Make conservation of existing natural areas a 

high priority. preserve existing open space:

•	 100 acres along the east end of round Grove 

creek. it contains a mix of woodland and 

grassland that could provide a quality buffer 

with minimal management efforts.

•	 wooded area in Zone 5 adjacent to the 

west side of hillcrest country club.

•	 steep, wooded area in Zone 3 west of i-435.

•	 direct growth to areas that can best accommodate it

•	 Maintain topographic constraints (steep 

slopes) when redeveloping parcels.

•	 provide incentives to landowners with 

old, dysfunctional septic systems to 

repair or replace these systems.

•	 implement stream buffers

•	 enhance and protect existing riparian buffers, 

especially along round Grove creek.

•	 remove nonnative exotic vegetation and 

establish native trees, shrubs, or grasses.

implement greenway program:

•	 convert abandoned rail line on the south side 

of the stadiums, that runs parallel to raytown 

road for greenway connection for bicycles 

and pedestrians (rails to Trails program).

•	 encourage use of vacant lots (commercial and 

residential) to create connectivity between parks 

and to create additional open space in the form 

of neighborhood parks (brownfields program).

•	 establish impervious cover goals for each stream type 

•	 reduce the amount of pavement within parking 

lots for the stadiums and blue ridge Mall.

•	 encourage cluster development as an 

alternative to large lot development

•	 Given the limited availability of sizable tracts 

of land within the planning area, there is 

minimal opportunity for recommending 

places to locate cluster development.

•	 areas like the stadiums and blue ridge Mall are 

ideal locations to implement and demonstrate 

the functionality of stormwater bMps but, 

would also provide shade (which helps reduce 

the heat produced by the pavement) for 

recreational and aesthetic enhancements.
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community meeting summaries

1 s t  c o m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g ,  9 . 2 7 . 2 0 1 1

facilitators 

christopher Kinzel, hdr; Meghan Jansen, Momentum; 

elise hubbard, bniM; emily Miller, bniM

Attendees 

neighbors and residents of eastwood hills, two interested 

city employees not from the team (one from parks), 

scott schulte from patti banks associates (largely 

to observe; managing confluence study project), two 

representatives from bott communications (leasing land 

on west side with communications towers in operation), 

spica representative “involved in the decision making 

process” for a long time; interested Kc resident (no 

previous connection to site)

Vision

common Vision:  

To create mutually beneficial land use relationships 

between the site and its surroundings with a focus 

on the natural environment, learning, recreation, and 

celebration of the site’s history.

Table Visions:

•	 near the stadium: a place that offers (stadium) 

visitors somewhere to go (shopping, etc.) served by 

an urban rail station. remainder of the site: a happy, 

healthy, safe collection of peaceful coexisting uses 

that benefit the community, use natural resources 

wisely, and protect the existing rural feel.

•	 Major theme: create neighborhood amenities with 

a focus on recreation and nature. The development 

should also encourage and support activities 

The susTainable reuse plan inVolVed a robusT 

coMMuniTy enGaGeMenT process, resulTinG 

in a Vision and GuidinG principles For FuTure 

deVelopMenT oF The Municipal FarM siTe.



for youth and seniors, including opportunities 

to learn about the natural environment.

•	 Major theme: The major emphasis was connecting the 

neighborhood to the municipal farm site, providing 

more opportunities for recreational interaction 

between the neighborhood and the natural areas in 

a way that supports and enhances natural features.

•	 Major theme: create neighborhood amenities and care 

for the natural environment, integrating opportunities 

for learning, and elements of the site history.

Mapping Exercise Discussion Highlights:

needs/issues

•	 neighborhoods need more infrastructure: 

sidewalks, storm sewers, curbs, gutters.

•	 improve Manchester/hardesty connection.

•	 The racquetball courts at the intersection of ozark 

and raytown is perceived as an unsafe area. 

•	 everyone agreed that loTs of dumping goes 

on along the ozark on the east side of the site. 

Many of the residents had even caught people in 

the act, and confronted them.  ultimately, it was 

agreed on that ozark feels very dark and unsafe. 

•	 The neighborhood area just south of 

the east neighborhood room was 

perceived to have a lot of crime. 

constraints

•	 west room - limited road access

•	 poor infrastructure throughout property

•	 people knew much more about the west 

room than they did about the east half of 

the site. The east half of the site seemed 

mysterious and unsafe to most people. 

•	 Key constraints identified in the west room were 

land instability in the old lafarge mine area 

and underground wires in the communication 

tower area (which could prevent urban 

agriculture and some recreational uses)

•	 economic engines should be compatible 

with the neighborhood and capacity of 

infrastructure (transportation). There was some 

resistance to office and light industrial use

opportunities

•	 natural environment

•	 water and wetlands

•	 want to attract younger people.

•	 perhaps some future residential.

•	 put solar panels in the draw?

•	 everyone wanted to celebrate the 

history of the potters fields

•	 people liked the radio towers in the west 

room because/the hawks use them, and 

deer run through the mowed field. 

•	 The west side focus was largely on water. people 

were interested in wetlands banking and light water 

recreation (fishing and non-motorized boats)

•	 The east natural area focus was on round 

Grove creek. since it is not part of the combined 

sewer system water quality can be better 

preserved. ideas for this area centered around 

connecting the neighborhood to the creek 

and enhancing the health of the creek. 

•	 people were interested in creating a graduated 

phasing of the neighborhood into the natural areas 

in a way that increases interaction with the site, 

both through recreational uses and neighborhood 

oriented commercial uses “like brookside”

land Use Ideas

The following ideas were generated through a mapping 

exercise. each group of 6-8 participants worked with a 

baseline inventory map of the site, divided into three 

separate “rooms”. The “rooms” approach enabled 

participants to brainstorm uses specific to areas of 

the site with distinct characteristics, opportunities and 

constraints. after brainstorming ideas, participants 

completed a dot exercise to prioritize potential uses. 
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The west room  encompassed the western half of 

the site. The east natural room encompassed the 

northeastern section of the site, largely wooded and 

natural in character. The east neighborhood room 

encompassed the southeastern section of the site, 

closer to the neighborhood and with a concentration and 

history of built uses. 

ideas for each room are listed below, with the number of 

dot “votes” each received. because groups varied slightly 

in size, the emphasis shown by number of votes also 

varies slightly.

east natural room

•	 7 votes - ball fields

•	 7 votes – biking trails/multi-use 

•	 5 votes - horses/equestrian opportunities

•	 5 votes – horseback/trails

•	 5 votes - walk/bike/Multi use Trails

•	 5 votes - alternative energy

•	 4 votes – connect to trail outside site

•	 3 votes - Mixed use neighborhood amenities

•	 3 votes - safety on racquetball court

•	 3 votes – celebrating historical elements in some way

•	 3 votes – restore native plants/hillsides

•	 2 votes – stadium-serving retail

•	 2 votes – neighborhood trails

•	 2 votes – Keep the  animal shelter and upgrade

•	 2 votes - housing fades into park land

•	 2 votes - rock climbing

•	 2 votes - light industrial

•	 1 votes - skateboard park

•	 1 vote - habitat/ stormwater bMps

•	 1 vote – sports information or character integration

•	 1 vote – light rail stop

east neighborhood room

•	 6 votes – ball fields/ recreational facilities

•	 6 votes – neighborhood graduating 

into natural recreation use

•	 6 votes - better streets and lighting (especially ozark)

•	 6 votes - police substation

•	 5 votes – limited-stay, “primitive” campground

•	 4 votes – american royal pasturing/grazing

•	 4 votes – expand community garden

•	 3 votes - sidewalks

•	 3 votes - community Garden

•	 3 votes - learning center

•	 2 votes - senior housing

•	 2 votes - learning center

•	 1 votes - art galleries

•	 2 votes – build off existing roads/ infrastructure

•	 2 votes – “woodside”: single family, small 

commercial , small business incubator

•	 2 votes - partner with/ community organizations 

to care for and activate the site

•	 2 votes - playground

•	 1 vote - limit dumping 

•	 1 vote – shelter with rain barrels to feed garden

•	 1 vote – local shopping

•	 0 votes – development of neighborhood

West Room

East Natural 
Room

East Neighborhood 
Room

Mapping exercise  Framework



west room

•	 7 votes – trails

•	 6 votes – recreational water use (fishing, light boats)

•	 6 votes – trails

•	 5 votes – wetlands

•	 5 votes – celebrate potters field

•	 5 votes – interpretive center, perhaps a museum 

that ties into/honors the potters field

•	 5 votes – wetland banks 

•	 4 votes – trails/hiking 

•	 4 votes – nature center

•	 4 votes – soccer fields

•	 3 votes – keep communication towers

•	 3 votes – alternative energy

•	 3 vote – orchard

•	 3 votes – blue river boating

•	 3 votes – accessible fishing area(s)

•	 2 votes – Trails

•	 2 votes – open air laboratory/ research facility 

•	 2 votes - create access to blue river

•	 1 vote – playing fields

•	 1 vote – learning center

•	 1 vote – light industrial

•	 1 vote – educational classroom

•	 0 votes - water activities/fishing (retention pond)



163 --  Municipal FarM |  area-wide brownField susTainable reuse plan

2 n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e e t i n g  1 0 . 2 5 . 2 0 1 1

Table facilitators

Meghan Jansen, Momentum: Zach Flanders, bniM; elise 

hubbard, bniM

Attendees

a total of 21 people signed in. attendees included neighbors 

and residents of eastwood hills, a representative from 

Jackson county historical society, a couple representatives 

from eastwood hills community association, a 

representative from water services, a representative from 

bott broadcasting, a representative from city council, 

a representative from patty banks association (and the 

blue river Greenway Master plan study), a representative 

from the radio network (communication towers), a 

representative from parks and recreation, and a couple 

representatives from K.c. soap box derby.

Vision

To create mutually beneficial relationship between this 

unique site and its surroundings that celebrate the site’s 

history, restore and enhance the natural environment, 

revitalize the economy, and create opportunities for 

learning and recreation.

•	 everybody seemed to like the vision overall

•	 one comment was that “sustainability” 

should be included in the vision text

land Use Systems

one of the tables had a long discussion on the land 

use systems, while another table didn’t have much of 

a discussion about the systems but went right to the 

scenario Map.

•	 some people latched on to the idea that each “spoke 

of the wheel” was important in creating sustainable 

development on the Municipal Farm property. For 

example, they recognized that economic growth, 

livability + recreation, environmental resilience, 

efficiency + resource reuse, and research were 

all important components of the development.

•	 Most of the neighborhood residents understood 

the concept that the strength of all the systems 

was that they could be working together to be 

self sufficient: for living, working, and playing. 

people really liked the idea to be living, working, 

and playing on the Municipal Farm site. 

Food system

•	 Many people agreed that the Food system was 

a strong land use system for this site. They liked 

the identity it created, thought it would alleviate 

the food dessert in the area, and recognized 

there might be opportunities for funding through 

the development of a strong food system. 

•	 one of the tables identified the Food system 

to have strengths including environmental 

benefits, water reclamation and reuse, and that 

it could be an opportunity to create jobs. 

research system

•	 There was one comment that “research” in the land 

use system components and “research” as one of the 

names for the three example systems was confusing. 

•	 one person was unsure if the research 

system really had much potential.

•	 overall, not much was said about the research system

efficiency system

•	 Many of the residents understood the importance 

of industrial uses providing jobs for the area. with 

that, people were much more willing to accept 

industrial uses if the industrial development 

followed sustainable guidelines and integrated 

into the neighborhood and natural environment. 

•	 another group of people had concerns about 

uses such as recycling. They had concerns with 

pollution, lower property values, aesthetics, and 

the compatibility with neighborhood uses. 

Scenario Exercise

•	 would like a focus on amenities that enhance the 

neighborhood for the benefit of current residents 

and that will help in attracting new residents.

•	 can the area support more residential? [Facilitator 

note: initially the group was strongly against any 

additional residential because they associated 

“residential” with more single-family houses, and 

saw new residential as competition for the existing 



Are Recreation and Restoration 
acceptable activities in the East 
Neighborhood Room?

1. Yes

2. No

Yes 100.0%

No 0.0%

neighborhood. after walking through the other types 

of residential opportunities and how new residential 

could help support many of the amenities the 

neighborhood desires, the group was more receptive.]

•	 some people were opposed to industrial uses, and 

some people understood that industrial uses were 

an important piece of revitalizing the economy. 

•	 everybody wants to see recreation and 

environmental preservation be a component 

of this plan. particular recreational uses vary 

based on the preferences of the people 

Voting questions

each attendee participated in the voting exercise. attendees 

were asked if a specific land use type was acceptable in 

each of the three “rooms” (the west room, the east room 

natural, and the east neighborhood room). The range of 

land uses included recreation and restoration, mixed use, 

residential, institutional and civic, and light industrial. 

This map was used to guide community meeting discussion; it was part of the working process and does not represent plan recommendations.

Is Residential development 
acceptable in the East Natural 
Room?

1. Yes

2. No

Yes 58.8%

No 41.2%

east natural room: 

•	 88% accepted recreation & restoration land uses

•	 65% accepted mixed use land uses

•	 59% accepted residential land uses

•	 86% accepted institution and civic

•	 38% accepted light industrial 

Is Residential development 
acceptable in the West Room?

1. Yes

2. No

Yes 37.5%

No 62.5%

west room: 

•	 95% accepted recreation & restoration land uses

•	 69% accepted mixed use land uses

•	 38% accepted residential land uses

•	 88% accepted institution and civic

•	 65% accepted light industrial

east neighborhood room: 

•	 100% accepted recreation & restoration land uses

•	 65% accepted mixed use land uses

•	 53% accepted residential land uses

•	 71% accepted institution and civic

•	 29% accepted light industrial

overall, the voting exercise revealed the range of opinions. 

in all the rooms recreation and restoration was widely 

accepted.  over half of the people thought mixed use land 

uses were acceptable in all the rooms. There was some 

variety with residential land uses, however, about half of the 

people thought residential was acceptable in all the rooms. 

institutional and civic land uses were widely accepted in all 

the rooms. industrial uses had a range of acceptance: in the 

west room industrial was acceptable to more than half of 

the people. less than half the people accepted industrial 

uses in the east natural room, and even fewer accepted 

industrial uses in the east neighborhood room.
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o p e n  h o u s e  0 5 . 0 7 . 2 0 1 2

The open house was well received by the community and  

local stakeholders. councilwoman cindy circo welcomed 

the attendees and voiced her support of the project. 

stephen hardy and elise hubbard of bniM made a short 

presentation that focused on the vision, guiding principles, 

integrated development strategy, and conceptual land 

use plan. several boards, both of the sustainable reuse 

plan and of the blue river Greenway phase ii plan,  were 

set up that allowed attendees to dig in to the details, ask 

questions, and leave comments. The comments were used 

in crafting the final sustainable reuse plan. 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  w o r k s h o p  0 5 . 1 0 . 2 0 1 2

in support of Kansas city, Missouri’s brownfield area-

wide planning (bFawp) activity, the environmental 

protection agency (epa) provided technical assistance 

regarding the implementation of Kansas city’s vision 

for the Municipal Farms site. based on extensive 

communication between Kansas city, epa and their 

technical assistance contractor, sra international, 

the assistance included two phases: 1) review of 

the draft brownfield area-wide plan and draft 

sustainable reuse plan for their capacity to result in 

implementation actions; and 2) help creating content for, 

organizing, facilitating and summarizing findings of an 

implementation workshop. 

The purpose of the workshop was to leverage the 

collective expertise of key stakeholders with influence, 

knowledge of resources for, and related expertise in the 

Municipal Farms site including public agencies, citizens 

and businesses. To provide context and background 

information, participants received presentations 

regarding bFawp activity, the Municipal Farms history, 

and a tour of Municipal Farms. For facilitated discussions 

the audience was broken out into four tables, each 

focused on specific areas within Municipal Farms and 

attendees were assigned to tables according to their 

areas of expertise and interest. Table discussions 

focused on four key areas and their potential reuse 

scenarios defined in the conceptual land use plan.

•	 areas 1 & 2 – possible industrial/commercial 

development or habitat restoration area

•	 areas 12 & 13 –residential neighborhood and 

mixed use neighborhood development

•	 areas 5 & 7 – habitat restoration focus

•	 area 20 – renewable energy facility

Table facilitation was intended to collect information 

organized by the following categories:

•	 champion

•	 partnership 

•	 synergy

•	 incentives and Funding opportunities

•	 related planned investments

•	 identify actions for near-, mid- or 

long term implementation

information from the table discussions built knowledge 

and capacity that carried through to the plan Forward. 



i n s e r t  b l u e  r i v e r  g r e e n w a y  p h a s e  i i  s u m m a r y
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i m a g e  c r e d i t s

bniM is grateful for the generosity of project team 

members and case studies who contributed photography 

for the development of this plan. Thanks to the creators 

of the following images: 

introduction
page 3:

photos are numbered left to right, top to bottom

1. Tuberculosis hospital. courtesy of Missouri Valley special collections, 
Kansas city public library.

2. Municipal Farm. courtesy of Missouri Valley special collections, 
Kansas city public library.

9. Men working with Tractor. courtesy of Missouri Valley special 
collections, Kansas city public library.

11. potter’s Field. courtesy of Missouri Valley special collections, Kansas 
city public library.

16. Former lafarge Facility. courtesy of Gerald williams

page 5:

Top:  potter’s Field. courtesy of Missouri Valley special collections, 
Kansas city public library.

bottom: Tuberculosis hospital. courtesy of Missouri Valley special 
collections, Kansas city public library.

page 6: 

Top left: Municipal Farm. courtesy of Missouri Valley special collections, 
Kansas city public library.

Top right: Men working with Tractor. courtesy of Missouri Valley special 
collections, Kansas city public library.

bottom: aerial looking north over Mid-point of property. 1966. courtesy 
of Missouri Valley special collections, Kansas city public library.

integrated development strategy
page 34, Figure 1-2:

photos are numbered clockwise from the top

1. land and water research building. courtesy of penn state.

3. cJTravelTips.com. Flickr creative commons (cc-attribution, share 
alike) <http://www.flickr.com/photos/cjtraveltips/5867481889/>

4. walking along Giant logs .courtesy of arbor day Farm.

5. christinejwarner. Flickr creative commons (cc- attribution) http://
www.flickr.com/photos/christinehawks/2788148212/ 

6. normanack. Flickr creative commons (cc- attribution) http://www.
flickr.com/photos/29278394@n00/2457055952/

7. Green roofing and its benefits. courtesy of premier roofing services 
, Virginia beach. 

8. Green building 101: water efficiency. courtesy of inhabitat.

9. Knizam artwerk. Flickr creative commons (cc- attribution) http://
www.flickr.com/photos/knizam94/6827781206/

12. usdagov. cooper Vineyards. Flickr creative commons (cc-
attribution). http://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6234852376/in/
photostream/

13. Jay0110. Mustard Field. Flickr creative commons (cc-attribution) 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jay0110/2571712498/

14. wot nxt. The Greenhouse. Flickr creative commons (cc-attribution) 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mvs/2620911252/

15. 50-phi. p1030786. Flickr creative commons (cc-attribution) <http://
www.flickr.com/photos/50-phi/4406137550/lightbox/>

page 35

bottom: Jay0110. Mustard Field. Flickr creative commons (cc-
attribution) http://www.flickr.com/photos/jay0110/2571712498/

page 36, left call out box

Top left:  wot nxt. The Greenhouse. Flickr creative commons (cc-
attribution) http://www.flickr.com/photos/mvs/2620911252/

Top right: 50-phi. p1030786. Flickr creative commons (cc-attribution) 
<http://www.flickr.com/photos/50-phi/4406137550/lightbox/>

bottom left: cJTravelTips.com. Flickr creative commons 
(cc-attribution, share alike) <http://www.flickr.com/photos/
cjtraveltips/5867481889/>

bottom middle: normanack. Flickr creative commons (cc- attribution) 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/29278394@n00/2457055952/

bottom right:barb.howe. peach orchard. Flickr creative commons (cc-
attribution) http://www.flickr.com/photos/luckywhitegirl/2622941412/

page 36, right call out box 

Top right: Green roofing and its benefits. courtesy of premier roofing 
services , Virginia beach. 

page 40:

bottom: dave dugdale. solar panels in carbondale co. Flickr creative 
commons (cc-attribution, share alike) http://www.flickr.com/photos/
davedugdale/3955152494/

page 42:

right: urban Trails and bike paths.  2012. courtesy of utility cycling 

conceptual land use plan
page 51

numbered right to left, top to bottom

1. courtesy of rdG

2. courtesy of rdG

5. courtesy of raa

page 52

numbered right to left, top to bottom

1. courtesy of Tim hursley

3. courtesy of alex Timaios photography

4. courtesy of cultivate Kansas city



BNIM TEAM | 106 west 14th street suite 200 | Kansas city Missouri  64105 | bnim.com
  

BNIM TEAM  | 2012


