
INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

45th Street Relief Sewer Project 
Construction Completed: August 2022
Total Contract Amount: $1,400,000

KC Water constructed important improvements to the wastewater system in your 
neighborhood. This relief sewer project involved replacing existing sewer pipe as well as 
replacing and relocating the existing diversion structure. Now complete, the project has 
improved the capacity of the wastewater collection system and reduced the volume of 
sewer overflows into local waterways and the potential for basement backups.

Project Area
This project is located 
within the Lower  
Blue River basin.  
The boundaries are:

•  North: 45th Street

•  South: 46th Street

•  East: Quincy Avenue

•  West: Lister Avenue
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Existing sanitary sewer rehabilitation
New sanitary sewer construction & replacement
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45th Street Relief Sewer Project

WHAT WORK WAS DONE?
This project included:

   • Replacing approximately 800 linear feet of 12-inch sewer pipe with 18-inch sewer pipe

   • Adding approximately 400 linear feet of new sewer pipe

   • Replacing 5 manholes

   • Replacing and relocating the existing diversion structure

 
WHY DO OUR SEWERS NEED RELIEF? 
Kansas City’s combined sewer system carries both stormwater and wastewater. When it rains, wet 
weather flows overload the system, resulting in overflows discharged directly into local waterways, 
as it was originally designed. To reduce these combined sewer overflows, KC Water is increasing wet 
weather flow capture to wastewater treatment plants in targeted areas of the City. These projects help 
improve water quality while protecting our natural environment and public health.

 

WHO DID THE WORK?
KC Water was assisted by its program manager, Burns & McDonnell; its design professional, SE3; and its 
construction contractor, Infrastructure Solutions.

 
WHAT’S THE “CONSENT DECREE”?
In 2010, the City of Kansas City, Missouri entered into a federal Consent Decree with the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency to reduce the volume of overflows from the City’s sewer system. KC 
Water’s Smart Sewer program is a 30-year effort to address this challenge. The 45th Street Relief Sewer 
project was one of more than 100 projects being implemented by the Smart Sewer program, and is 
required by the Consent Decree to be completed by December 31, 2021.

www.kcsmartsewer.us




