
Building or Renovating 
Single-Family, Two-Family, & 
Townhouse Homes in Kansas City
First Steps + Research and Resources

Check the Property First:
Ensure the location suits building or renovation.

Flood Risk: Confirm if the property is in a floodplain 
or high-risk flood area.

Property Lines: Verify exact boundaries to avoid 
building on neighboring land.

Street Access: Make sure the property has legal access 
to a public street or alley (called a “right of way”).

Property Research Tools

Parcel Viewer: Find property details like 
ownership, zoning, and size.

County Plat Maps: View property boundaries: 
Cass, Clay, Jackson, Platte

Check Parcel Viewer for demolition history 
on vacant lots.

Ownership: Please note separate processes for 
purchasing landbank or city-owned properties.

Financial Information

Title Report: Check for liens or legal 
claims. Lien Waiver Program: See if you 
qualify for lien forgiveness.

EDCKC & KCMO Housing: Ask about 
funding or incentives.

KC BizCare: Get help with 
business-related permits or licensing.

Fee Calculator: Estimate permit and 
development fees.

Zoning and Development Rules

Parcel Viewer: Check zoning 
and access the Development Code.

Zoning Questions? Email the 
Planner of the Day:

Confirm whether the property has access to public water 
and sewer systems.

Check for outstanding water bills by calling 

If a property has been vacant more than one year, utility 
companies will turn If a property has been vacant more than 
one year, utility companies will turn o� service. A permit is 
required to restore service.

Before starting your project, understand the financial details 
connected to the property and the development process.

City Liens or Debts: Check if the property has unpaid fees, 
fines, or other city-related debts. These liens can become your 
responsibility after purchase.

Incentives and Funding Programs: Explore tax abatements, 
grants, or low-interest loans for your project.

Required Fees: Budget for permits, inspections, and other 
development costs.

Before you buy or renovate, find out if past work on the 
building was done with the proper permits.

If previous work was done without permits, you as the new 
owner will be responsible for fixing the issue. You may be 
charged extra fees—up to three times the normal cost—to 
legalize unpermitted work.

This check helps you avoid unexpected costs or delays.

Before designing your project, check local development rules to determine 
what, where, and how you can build.

Zoning Rules: Find out what types of buildings & uses are 
allowed on the property.

Lot and Building Standards: Review requirements such as minimum lot size, 
building height, and how far buildings must be from the street or property lines.

Infill Standards: Learn about special rules for building on
vacant lots in existing neighborhoods.

Historic Preservation Rules: If the property is in a historic district, there 
may be extra design requirements and review processes.

Subdivision Rules: Check the rules for dividing or combining 
lots, or for creating new streets and infrastructure.

Contact Info:  

Environmental Information

Vacant Lot History – Use the Parcel 
Viewer to check for demolition records.

Hazardous Materials – Lead, asbestos, 
or other risks require a professional 
assessment.

816-513-1313

Contact Info:   
pod@kcmo.org | 816-513-1500

Contact Info:   Development Concierge Contact Form | 816-513-1500

Disclaimer: This document is for general 
informational purposes only and does not 
constitute legal or official guidance; Kansas 
City Planning and Development is not liable for 
errors, omissions, or misinterpretations — 
applicants should consult official regulations 
and staff for accurate requirements.

816-513-1313

Properties Utilities + Environmental

Zoning

Your project must meet safety standards in the building code. 
These rules apply to how homes are built or renovated, and 
protecting health, safety, and property.

Residential Building Code (2018 IRC): Covers construction 
standards for one-family and two-family homes, including 
structural design, framing, foundations, stairs, insulation, and more.

Energy Code (2021 IECC): All new residential projects need to be 
compliant with the 2021 energy code.

For questions email codequestions@kcmo.org

Building Code Resources

IB100 – Plan submittal

IB105 – Private sewage

IB122 – Garages & sheds

IB132 – Basement finish

IB162 – Solar panels

IB171RE – Energy code

IB172 – Energy code

Follow the Building CodeReview Costs, Liens, and Funding Options

Important: Check Permit History

Parcel Viewer: Check past permits, 
code violations, and parcel holds.

Need Help? Contact the 
Development Concierge O�ce 
for general support.

Permitting Resources

https://maps.kcmo.org/apps/parcelviewer/
https://jcgis.jacksongov.org/parcelviewer/
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/housing/landbank
https://maps.kcmo.org/apps/parcelviewer/
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/development-concierge
https://edckc.com/
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/lien-waiver-program
https://bizcare.kcmo.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tt6_Tx0cItw_f65nagooNpaRffS7RjLP/view
https://maps.kcmo.org/apps/parcelviewer/
https://maps.kcmo.org/apps/parcelviewer/
https://maps.kcmo.org/apps/parcelviewer/
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/building-and-development-code
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IRC2018/index
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IECC2021P1
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/information-bulletin-ib-index
https://www.casscounty.com/2157/GIS
https://www.claycountymo.gov/428/Maps-GIS
https://www.co.platte.mo.us/real-property


Frequently Asked Questions

Do I Need Plans?
Yes, for new homes, additions, structural remodels, ADUs, and accessory structures 

over 200 square feet.  For details see Information Bulletin 100.

How Do I Submit Plans? 
All plans must be submitted digitally through CompassKC.

How Long Does Review Take?
Standard review time is 7 business days for one and two-family projects.

Do Plans Expire?
Yes. If no permit is issued within 6 months, the approved plan will expire.

Can I Change my Approved Plans?
Upload revised plans to the existing plan case. Include a letter explaining the changes.

Do I Need an Inspection?
Yes. All work with a permit requires an inspection.

Permits for non structural building work are reviewed via scope of work and 
can be issued to contractors with a valid Kansas City Business License.

Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing permits must be issued to contractors 
licensed with the Kansas City Planning Department.

See Information Bulletin 104 for inspection requirements

How Do I Schedule an Inspection?
Use CompassKC,or contact the city:

Phone: 

Email: buildinginspections@kcmo.org

What Do I Need to Have Onsite?
For projects with approved plans, a printed, city-stamped plan set must be 

onsite during inspection.

What Happens After the Inspection?
For trade work and small projects, the inspector will provide a final 

inspection report to confirm completion.

For new buildings or changes in use, a Certificate of Occupancy is required.

A Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO) may be issued if life safety

systems are approved.

Speak with the inspector to check eligibility.

Who Can I Contact With Inspection Questions?
Contact an inspection supervisor:

Phone:

Email: buildinginspectionsupervisors@kcmo.org

Who Needs a Permit?
Most construction projects require a permit, including: new homes, additions and 

structural remodels, accessory structures (e.g., garages and sheds over 200sq ft), 

mechanical, electrical, and plumbing work.

How Do I Get a Permit?
Permits for structural, mechanical, electrical and plumbing work can only be issued to 

contractors licensed with the Kansas City, Missouri Planning Department.  A listing of 

licensed contactors can be found on the Contractor Licensing website.  See 

Information Bulletin 146 for exceptions.

What Else Should I Know?
Request an inspection within 6 months of permit approval, or the permit will expire. 

To cancel, extend, or revise a permit, email: cdpermits@kcmo.org

Contact Info:   
pod@kcmo.org | 

816-513-1500

816-513-1568
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https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/information-bulletin-ib-index
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/compass-kc-the-new-permitting-system
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/information-bulletin-ib-index
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https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/city-planning-development/compass-kc-the-new-permitting-system



