
Promoting Local Agriculture and Neighborhood Transformation 
(PLANT) Grant 
The City of Kansas City's Promoting Local Agriculture and Neighborhood Transformation (P.L.A.N.T.) grant is a program 

that aims to increase access and production of locally produced food by supporting farmers.  
This program will promote food access by prioritizing areas experiencing insecurity by supporting food production so 

that all our neighborhoods have access to fresh, healthy, and affordable food options. 
 

A successful project proposal should produce outcomes that address at least one of the following goals: 

1. Increase food crop production, processing, and/or distribution for public sales or distribution 

2. Improve distribution & access to fresh foods 

3. Advance regenerative agricultural efforts to produce food in KCMO for social and environmental benefits 

• 50% upfront 

• Application open for 2 months (July 21st – Sep 21st)  

o Community garden and orchard sites who plan to work with KCCG to implement your project will be 

required to complete a site assessment with KCCG to include in your application.  

• Use funds within 9 months 

• Grant monitoring by Food Systems Coordinator & Urban Agriculture Concierge (3 check-in reports: including an 

in-person site visit halfway through project) 

• Farm/garden is within Kansas City, Missouri city limits 

• Scoring by 3 Food System Professionals including 2 city staff in the Office of Environmental Quality & Planning 

Concierge and the Lincoln University Extension Horticulture Educator 

• Award Limits:  

o $5,000 MAX for new farms/garden projects (production site less than 2yrs old)  

o $5,000 MAX previously awarded PLANT grant projects  

o $10,000 MAX existing farms (production site 3 yrs or older) 

• If awarded, you will be required to attend one of the offered PLANT grant trainings to understand the terms and 

requirements of the grant to ensure you have a successful project and your invoices are submitted correctly! 

• 1 required training workshop during the duration of your grant offered by local grower support organizations 

(e.g. Cultivate KC, KCCG, KCBUGS, MU Extension, Lincoln University Extension) 

For more information and to apply scan QR code! 

 

https://www.nrdc.org/stories/regenerative-agriculture-101#principles


Scoring:  

Scoring Criteria Description of Scoring Criteria Scoring 

Project Lead and 

Audience • Project is led by a Beginning or 

established farmer 

• Project directly benefits communities 

with low food access 

0 points if no to both 

5 points if yes to one 

10 points if yes to 

both 

Background and 

History 
• Does the applicant demonstrate technical 

experience in this work?  

Scale of 1 to 10 

Project Goals, 

Description and Need, 

and Broader Goals 

 
 

• Does the applicant identify any of the 

program goals they will meet and connect 

goals with the project scope? 

• Does the applicant make a strong 

justification on why the project is 

needed?  

• Does the applicant define success and 

demonstrate how the project will meet 

the goals? 

Scale of 1 to 20 

 
 

Timeline  
• Are there explicit activities for this 

project?  

• Does the applicant include dates for 

when these activities will occur?  

• Are the activities reasonable given the 

deadline, budget, and staff allocated for 

this project?  

Scale 1 to 10 

Partnerships and 

Community 
• Does the applicant demonstrate existing 

solid relationships with the 

neighborhoods and market it’s trying to 

serve? Or does it have a concrete plan to 

develop those relationships? 

• Are the selected partnerships 

appropriate? (e.g., previous experience 

with work proposed, clear community 

connections, etc.) 

Scale 1 to 20 



• Is it clear that partners are aware of their 

role, and does the applicant provide 

letter(s) of commitment from project 

partners?   

Sustainability and 

Long-term Success 
• Has the applicant addressed future 

project sustainability (e.g., ongoing 

resources)? 

• For infrastructure projects, is there a plan 

for maintaining the project during and 

after the award period? 

Scale 1 to 15 

Cost Effectiveness / 

Budget  
• Is the budget appropriate and cost-

effective? Are the line items budgeted 

justified in the budget narrative?    

Scale 1 to 15 

New Project Bonus 
• Was this a previously awarded PLANT 

grant site? 

10 if no 

0 if yes 

Total Score Possible  110 
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