
Bannister Road and Blue Ridge: Online Public Meeting Summary 
 

The Kansas City Public Works Department held an Online Public Meeting for the Blue Ridge 
Streetscape Project and Bannister Road Corridor Study via Microsoft Teams on Thursday, 
March 25, 2021 from 6 to 8 p.m. A total of 27 people attended via the Teams link or by 
telephone. Participants included representatives of neighborhood organizations (Fairlane area, 
Southern Communities Coalition, and Fairwood), property and homeowners, a former member 
of the Blue Ridge Merchants Association, City officials and staff, and others. The meeting 
agenda involved: 
 

• Project overview (10 minutes) 

• Blue Ridge Boulevard (50 minutes) 

• Bannister Road West (25 minutes) 

• Bannister Road East (25 minutes) 

• Conclusion and Next Steps 
 
Online commenting for the Blue Ridge Streetscape Project was available at 
https://www.kcmo.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/213/360; the 
Bannister Road Corridor Study at www.tinyurl.com/kcmobannister. The commenting period 
for both efforts closed April 30, 2021. The meeting recording is available at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB_q8zLTsl8. Staff notes and comments from the Teams 
chat are below.  Online commenting results are attached. 
 

• Blue Ridge Boulevard Streetscape Project 
o Project Scope 

▪ Neighborhood requested sidewalks on the west side of Blue Ridge 
Boulevard: How did we go from sidewalks to streetscape?  

✓ Making a mountain out of a molehill 
✓ Neighborhoods just asked for sidewalks 
✓ Seems like we're doing a lot of extra stuff on a streetscape that no 

one asked for 
▪ Sidewalks that join the back of the curb, like near the Bannister Road 

intersection are not very inviting, suggestion that we keep some green 
space between them and the street 

✓ Agree - Better buffering along the curbs 
▪ What about extending sidewalk down Old Santa Fe Road as a 

connector? 
▪ If the project directive came from the neighborhoods (who know what the 

priorities are), who gave the directive for the study? 
✓ Former Councilwoman Canady and Councilman Barnes 
✓ Councilwoman Parks-Shaw to touch base with Councilman 

Barnes 
✓ Neighborhoods want sidewalks - spending money on study 

instead and now neighborhood has no idea when sidewalks will 
happen 

✓ Grant funding is available every 2 years and City would like both 
projects to be positioned to get funding 

▪ The need for sidewalks is evident - People are walking along dirt trails 
and have been doing so for years, e.g. since the road was established 

▪ What’s "streetscape"? Are sidewalks included with it? 

https://www.kcmo.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/213/360
http://www.tinyurl.com/kcmobannister
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB_q8zLTsl8


✓ Will the whole 1-mile length of the project get new sidewalks? 
✓ Want to ensure that sidewalks are incorporated with this project 

 
o Funding 

▪ Where are the funds from?  
✓ Public Improvements Advisory Committee (PIAC) 

▪ What funding is available, e.g. for construction? 
✓ None yet - trying to get projects "shovel ready" 

▪ Ways to collaborate on maintenance, e.g. between the property owners 
and others? 

✓ Could pool resources 
✓ Three Trails Community Improvement District (CID) used to help 
✓ Coordination may be a challenge 

o Maintenance 
▪ Could you clarify where the responsibility lies in maintaining the many 

parking lots along Blue Ridge Boulevard? What level of impact can the 
City hope to have for improving the visual character of the area through 
better parking lot painting, resurfacing, etc?  

✓ Just wondering if there would be some sort of collaboration 
between the owners and the city to collectively improve the area. 
Thank you! 

✓ City doesn't have the ability to go on private property to do 
maintenance but follows and applies maintenance codes  

▪ West side of Blue Ridge Boulevard had trees, but they were American 
Elms and all died back in the 1970s 

o Community Commenting 
▪ Could you relay the quantity of community member pieces of feedback 

that you'll need to make a meaningful case for these improvements? Is 
there a goal we should all be shooting for regarding engagement with this 
project? 

▪ Can someone send the link to Social Pinpoint, so neighborhoods can 
share it? 

✓ Yes, see Teams chat; will email after the meeting; will add to 
project webpage 

▪ KCATA puts a blue bus stop sign up but often there is no thought on 
pedestrian access to such....hope you all can work with them to improve 
these 

✓ Not yet coordinating but will have a follow-up meeting with KCATA 

• Bannister Road Corridor Study 
o West of James A. Reed Road 

▪ The comment was made that Bannister Roads near Hillcrest Roads has ~ 
20,000 vehicles/day thus needs 6 lanes, then later there was a comment 
that further east the 2-lane carries 10,000 -13,000. SO curious how a 2- 
lane can carry 10,000 – 13,000 but we need a 6-lane to carry 20,000? 

✓ I challenge the need for 6 lanes, that just creates more barriers 
and more speed. We are designing for a peak short-term period.  

✓ The #1 need is to reconnect Hillcrest Road between Bannister and 
87th Street 

▪ Is Cerner's "front door" not on 87th Street? They tell everyone on 
Bannister Road via big signs to use 87th Street.  



✓ Only 2 towers have been built on the east side of Hillcrest Road; 3 
more towers will be built on the west - traffic will come from both 
directions (16,000 in traffic volumes) 

▪ At one time we had MetroGreen, we have a pedestrian bridge over I-435, 
etc and want to make sure the trail gets built but's disappeared and 
Cerner was supposed to help build it 

▪ Between 87th Street and Bannister Road - South Kansas City lost 
connectivity 

✓ This is an impediment to future development - Have a Taco Bell 
now but hope to get more development  

✓ This is a huge loss to the community 
✓ There was an improvement project to add a trail, e.g. along 

Hillcrest Road, with help from Cerner, but it didn't get support from 
property owners 

✓ Lou Austin (Three Trails CID) passed away - Need another project 
champion 

✓ Want to be sure we're not building infrastructure for Cerner and 
then they don't build the buildings since employees are now 
working from home - When is the last time we had a conversation 
with Cerner, e.g. before or during the pandemic?  

✓ SK Design talks with Cerner almost daily and they’re moving 
forward with development.  

o East of James A. Reed Road 
▪ How much of the most recent street construction at Hillcrest Road and 

Bannister Road is being crafted around the needs of Cerner employees 
versus the existing properties and traffic of residents? For example, there 
are three dedicated turn lanes for northbound Hillcrest. But is that street 
practically a private road for the Cerner complex at this point?  

✓ Agree - We don’t need 4 lanes all the way to the east.... and 
Cerner traffic seems to be limited to east of Hillcrest. 

▪ Bannister Road needs to be four lanes from Raytown Road to Walnut 
Woods and Wedgewood Point.   

✓ Paragon Star will increase traffic substantially. Neighborhoods will 
be impacted. Paragon Star should contribute money for widening 
Bannister Road, like the developers of Walnut Woods and 
Wedgewood Point did when they developed the two subdivisions.   

▪ Upset that east side is just 4 lanes between Raytown Road and 350 
Highway 

✓ Got money from PIAC to install a traffic signal but the Kansas City 
Public Works Department later said they didn’t own the land and 
therefore couldn’t add a signal. 

✓ Took 2 to 3 years for the neighborhood to find out the Missouri 
Department of Transportation (MoDOT) owned the land and 
couldn’t move forward with the project. 

▪ Multifamily and other development happening at Pryor Road  
✓ Wanted a signal but the Public Works Department’s Wei Sun said 

no 
✓ Causing traffic control issues 
✓ Previous traffic study done at the Bannister Road/Pryor Road 

intersection but MoDOT said traffic didn't justify a signal 



▪ Paragon Star Development / Multi-Sport Complex is slated to be built at I-
470 and View High Drive 

✓ Traffic from development in Lee's Summit will also use Bannister 
and create traffic issues 

✓ Will use View High Drive vs. other routes 
✓ Other impacted areas will be View High Drive and 98th Street 
✓ Really concerned about traffic from View High Drive going east 

toward Bannister Road due to the amount and types of 
development, e.g. lofts and apartments, anticipated 

✓ Is there a possibility to have a turning lane? 
✓ Don't believe 4 lanes aren't needed on the east side (Southeast 

corner of Kansas City at Lee's Summit)   
▪ Could there be sidewalks on both sides of Bannister Road? 

o General 
▪ Streetlights 

✓ Will improvements require updating streetlights on Bannister 
Road?  

o Streetlights along Bannister Road were improved not too 
long ago. 

o Depends on project timing - Road widening could take 6-7 
years to complete - City evaluates what can be done today 
in order to address concerns versus what's happening in 
the future. 

▪ Environment 
✓ Haven't heard anything about the environment - At what point will 

someone come aboard to help us understand how the 
environment will be impacted by potential improvements? 

o Environmental review will be connected to more specific 
projects (beyond study phase) 

✓ City of Kansas City likes to put down more pavement to help 
commuters get through the community faster 

✓ City doesn't mind mowing down years old trees in order to help 
commuters move through the city faster 

▪ Roundabouts 
✓ Advocate for as many roundabouts and as few stop lights as 

possible 
  

 


